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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 
All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. And 
peace, blessings and salutations be upon His Prophet, 


Nabi Muhammad #8. 
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Indeed, in their stories there is a lesson 
for men of understanding. 


- Sirah Yisuf, verse 111 
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4s - Used after the name of Allah, translated as, “Praise be to Allah Who is 
pure and elevated.” 

42 - Used after the name of Nabt Muhammad 3, translated as, “May Allah’s 
peace and blessing be upon him.” 

4s! - Used after the name of a prophet of Allah, translated as, “May Allah’s 
peace be upon him.” 

“s,... - Used after the name of a Sahabi (companion) of Nabi Muhammad 
#2, translated as, “May Allah be pleased with him / her.” 

«. - Used after the names of more than one Sahabi (companion) of Nabi 
Muhammad 3, translated as, “May Allah be pleased with them.” 

cius,, os. - Used after the name of a pious person, translated as, “May 
Allah's mercy be upon him / her.” 
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PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


Foreword 


by Mufti Muhammed Saeed Motara 4i\ «i> 
Darul Ifta, Madrasah Arabia Islamia, Azaadville 


Alhamdulillah, | had the good fortune of perusing and paging through 
the book, “Pearls from the Path”, compiled by Moulana Afzal Saheb (may 
Allah Ta’ala protect him and accept him for the service of His Deen). 

Due to time constraints, | could not read the entire book word for 
word. However, I have managed to peruse a substantial portion of the 
book randomly from various places and have found its contents to be 
beneficial and inspiring. The compiler has put a great deal of effort into 
the compilation of this book and has burnt the proverbial midnight oil in 
making this work reach completion and fruition. 

The anecdotes mentioned throughout the book about our pious 
predecessors will, Insha-Allah, prove spiritually uplifting for its readers. 
Hadhrat Shaikhul-Hadeeth, Moulana Muhammed Zakariyya Saheb 
rahimahullah used to encourage those who were spiritually connected 
with him, and also all Muslims in general, to go into the annals of history 
and read the biographies of our pious predecessors. The reason for 
this advice was obvious; that incidents from the lives of these Islamic 
luminaries and beacons of Hiddyat' would serve as an incentive for us 
to better ourselves and correct our lifestyles, so that we too may realize 
the purpose of our short sojourn on earth and gain recognition of our 
Creator. 

The compiler has, after relating the anecdotes, also provided the 
original sources of the anecdotes, thereby augmenting the value of the 
compilation. He has furthermore put the cherry on top by succinctly 
explaining the lessons and morals that may be derived from the relevant 
anecdotes. 

I personally feel that this compilation is worthy of complementing the 
curriculum of our Madrasahs and Maktabs, as it would be an interesting 
and appealing way for children to learn Islamic values and morals. 


1 Guidance from Allah 4s. 
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May Allah Ta’ala crown the compiler’s efforts with acceptance and 
make it a means of Hidayat and inspiration for the entire Ummat at large. 
Amin. 

Muhammed Saeed Motara 


Madrasah Arabia Islamia, Azaadville 
4 Sha’baan 1430 / 27 July 2009 
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Foreword 


by Mufti Ebrahim Desai «i! «2:~ 
Darul Ifta Madrasah In‘amiyyah - Camperdown 


In this day and age, when due to the influx of western thought, philosophy 
and culture, hearts have become rusted, reading the stories and anecdotes 
contained in this book with sincerity, devotion and continuity will 
assist in reviving and rejuvenating one’s spirituality. These chronicles 
will prove beneficial for one and all. Such narratives will rekindle the 
spiritual connection in both young and old, novice and expert, student 
and teacher, to our pious predecessors. It will prove extremely beneficial 
if families set aside a specific time during the night to collectively read 
some of these stories and reflect on the high standards of piety set in our 
devout tradition. Furthermore, it would also be advisable for the Imams 
of the various Masajid to read from the collection of these anecdotes to 
their respective congregations on a regular basis in order to inspire their 
hearts towards a more spiritual and righteous life. May Allah Ta‘ala accept 
the efforts of Maulana Afzal Ismail and reward him abundantly for his 
sacrifices and may Allah Ta‘ala also reward Mufti Muhammad Minty Saheb 
of Darul Ifta Mazahir al-‘Ulim al-Islamiyyah - Johannesburg, for inspiring 
Maulana Afzal Ismail Saheb and being influential and instrumental in the 
compilation of this invaluable anthology. Amin. 


(Mufti) Ebrahim Desai 
Darul Ifté Madrasah In‘amiyyah - Camperdown 
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Foreword 


by Maulana Ebrahim Bham ail «i> 
Secretary, Jamiatul ‘Ulama, Fordsburg 


One of the ways the Quran presents its message of truth, inspiration, 
reminders and lessons, is through the stories of great personalities like 
the Ambiya #\, The Quran thus relates many stories and incidents from 
which profound lessons emerge to guide humanity. 

One of the reasons for this is that a story can convey a message 
with greater impact than only the formal pronouncement of an edict or 
command, Stories also provide advice and direction regarding how we 
should lead our lives and warnings of what to avoid. 

Stories and incidents of great people of the past are also part of history, 
and the Qur’an instructs us to learn from history. Almighty Allah says, “So 
relate the stories of the past, perhaps people may reflect.” (Sirah Aa‘raf, 
verse 176) and “Verily in the incidents of the past there is a lesson for 
men of understanding.” (Sirah Yisuf, verse 111) 

Stories and incidents also play an important role in stirring one’s 
emotions, shaping one’s thought-patterns, stimulating one’s intellect and 
strengthening one’s beliefs. Alluding to these benefits, the Qur’an states, 
“And all that We relate to you of the incidents of the Messengers is in 
order to strengthen your heart upon the truth. (Sirah Hiid, verse 120). 

Keeping the above in mind, Maulana Afzal Ismail, an extremely 
talented young scholar, who has previously written a very thought- 
provoking book, Islam and Sport, has done the Ummah a great service by 
presenting incidents and stories from Islamic history that will, Insha- 
Allah, encapsulate all of the benefits of inspirational stories. He has 
further enhanced the book by enumerating some of the lessons after 
every incident. 

May the Almighty Allah crown his endeavours with success and 
acceptance and allow the readers to draw valuable insights and lessons to 
apply in their day to day life. (Amin) 


Maulana Ebrahim Bham 
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Foreword 


by Maulana Hassen S Dockrat 4) .2s> 
Senior Ustadh of Tafsir and Hadith, Jami‘ah al-‘Ulim al-Islamiyya, Fordsburg 


All praise is due to Allah alone and peace and salutations be on our Master, 
Nabt 3. 

The Holy Qur’an and the Ahadith of Rasiilullah # are replete with 
anecdotes, stories and narratives. The primary objective of mentioning 
such narratives, etc., is to draw lessons from them in shaping our own 
lives. The Qur’an tells us that those who believe do appreciate the intense 
meaning of these narratives. Hence, Allah says: 

osc CEE yh Grae Bons 2) gee 

med ot GET STO ok | gal LUN GL 
Scholars sometimes spend a great amount of time just elaborating on a 
single anecdote. People’s lives have been transformed on hearing sensible 
and thought-provoking anecdotes. 

The compilation of anecdotes, tales, narratives, etc., is not a new 
phenomenon to Muslims. Indeed, it forms a large part of Islamic literature, 
both classical and modern. The names of ‘Allamah Ibn al-Jawzi, in Arabic, 
and Shaikh Jalaluddin Ar-Rimi, in Persian, come immediately to mind. The 
book in your hand is another addition to this vast treasure. The compiler, 
Maulana Afzal Ismail, who is also a qualified pharmacist, has gathered 
narratives pertaining to various aspects of life. The language is clear and 
lucid and easy to understand. The anecdotes are not long and tiresome 
and they make enjoyable and thought-provoking reading at the same time. 
To further simplify matters, the compiler assists us in understanding the 
moral of each narrative. 

May Allah Almighty accept this presentation and make it a means of 
guidance for us. May He reward the compiler and inspire him to continue 
revealing to us the pearls strewn on the path of history. 


Maulana Hassen S Dockrat 
21 Rabiul Akhir 1429 / 17 April 2009 
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Foreword 


by Prof Ziyad Motala 
Professor of Law, Howard University School of Law 


In this text, Pearls from the Path, A Collection of Anecdotes and Stories from 
Islamic History, the compiler, Afzal Ismail, offers enriching and uplifting 
anecdotes and lessons from some of the great luminaries of Islam. The 
examples offered cover a wide variety of subjects. It offers the reader 
concrete examples of what are appropriate actions, choices and behaviour 
(as exemplified by some of the greatest luminaries of Islam) when faced 
with challenges in a variety of different contexts, be it distractions which 
detract from the belief in Allah, persevering in the path of the Almighty, 
choices in business dealings, kindness to parents, morality, honesty, 
seeking of knowledge, respect for the prophets and the pious, and a 
variety of other activities and challenges which individuals encounter in 
their daily lives. 

In this day and age, where society is bombarded with a host of stimuli 
aided and abetted by the media and modern telecommunications which 
extol questionable role models such as Hollywood/Bollywood actors and 
sports personalities, this easy to read compilation presents us with true 
role models whose examples exemplify the true meaning of the Quran 
and the Sunnah. The examples offered are very practical and illustrate 
that we cannot live by our own belief systems or the belief systems based 
on materialism, avarice or passion. The anecdotes ultimately demonstrate 
that there is an essential and important choice to be made between self- 
serving decisions versus a system of decision making directed towards the 
pleasing of Allah. One learns from the lessons of the pious luminaries when 
confronted by difficulty and hard decisions, following the path required 
of Allah and his Rasuls (as illustrated by the various anecdotes) ultimately 
results in the best resolution of what at the time appears as difficult or 
impossible choices. The compilation also reinforces the principle that 
learning from our pious predecessors is a key part of strengthening and 
protecting the practice of Islam. 


17 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


It is a succinct compilation and makes for easy reading. However, the 
anecdotes are broad ranging and the lessons to be learned from these 
examples are thought provoking and of immense value to all those seeking 
to live and better understand the concept of abiding faith in Allah and His 
chosen path. This compilation will hopefully make a tangible impression 
in inspiring its readers to channel their behaviour in the direction of 
making appropriate choices, and achieving the positive results that the 
Almighty ultimately requires of humanity. 


Prof Ziyad Motala 
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Preface 


With the grace of Allah 3g, many people have expressed their appreciation 
for the first volume of Pearls from the Path. In this, the second reprint, a 
few minor changes have been made to the text. May Allah 42 accept our 
humble efforts and guide us towards true success in this world and the 
Hereafter. 


Afzal Ismail 
27 Jumadal Ula 1431 / 12 May 2010 


Preface to the First Printing 


All praise belongs to Allah 4, the Creator, Nourisher and Sustainer of the 
universe. Peace, blessings and salutations be upon the best of Allah’s 4 
creation, our master and leader, Nabi 3. 

Anecdotes, narratives, tales and experiences of the past play an 
important role in shaping the mind, disciplining the soul and reforming 
character. The soul of man derives motivation from anecdotes of the pious. 
Abstract concepts and ideas become understandable when illustrated by 
anecdotes. 

The Qur’an makes extensive use of anecdotes. Allah 3g explains the 
value of anecdotes at several places in the Qur’an. 

° a) - > veh gon 
SOM LY Bie panel Gols ad 
“Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for men of understanding.” 
(Stirah Yusuf, verse 111) 


- 


» CWE pay 88 25 © ose it ne es ge Whee it BE Gig 
Gt E55 OG OTA da HO ES STL Gael BST ale Sa 3S 


1 Nabi literally means prophet, however, when mentioned together with 3 it commonly 
refers to the Prophet Muhammad %. 
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“We relate to you (O Nabi 38) the best of stories through Our 
revelations to you, of this Qur’an. And before this (revelation), you 
were among those who did not know about it.” 

(Stirah Yusuf, verse 3) 


“tee rd At 
3 z) oes role Bees, pails 
“So relate the stories so that they may reflect.” 
(Siirah Al-Aa‘raf, verse 176) 


o gr os 
Iai 4 CB Be nel 5, We pas 
“and all that We relate to you (O Nabi 38) regarding the news of the 
prophets is to make your heart strong and firm thereby.” 
(Sarah Had, verse 120) 


Abul Qasim al-Junaid w was asked regarding the anecdotes of the pious. 
He replied, 


. og Pos 


i iiss & ve Sah aig ese SG dh ot UL 


- Saube ~ 


sath g% 5s oe LE Get Ga la 
“anecdotes are from amongst the armies of Allah 8. Through them 
the conditions of adherents are corrected, the secret features of 
those who recognise (Allah 38) are brought to life, the thoughts of 
the lovers (of Allah 38) are aroused and the tears of the desirous 
seekers flow.”! 


The books of Islamic history and biographies are replete with narratives. 


Man cannot move back in time, but he can certainly reflect and ponder 
over those glorious days of Muslim greatness. A poet aptly mentions, 


1 Nuzhatul Majalis Wa Muntakhabun Nafa’is, p 2 


20 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


neron (oe? “eg ite * aaa ve? fee 7 
Cee SOI Gol Lab... Bj SU oS al st 
“I have not had the opportunity to observe those cities with my eyes 
Perhaps I can imagine those cities by listening to the tales.” 


The title, Pearls from the Path, was chosen to combine two complimentary 
concepts. “Pearls” refers to the selection of anecdotes from the vast ocean 
that they have been extracted from, and “Path” refers to the passage of 
Islamic history. 

The anecdotes mentioned have been gathered and penned for a 
number of key objectives: Firstly, the reader is invited to appreciate the 
extensive legacy that has been left by the great luminaries of Islam. Their 
moral fibre, enthusiasm, knowledge, focus, dynamism and sacrifice have 
made a remarkable contribution to the human race. 

Secondly, it is hoped that these narratives will instil a sense of hope 
amongst the youth, so that they may realise the superiority of the Islamic 
spirit over western and other cultures. 

Thirdly, each anecdote is intended to set a benchmark of moral 
greatness towards which people of understanding may aspire. 

Fourthly, and perhaps most importantly, these anecdotes should 
stimulate reflection towards the idea that the teachings of the Qur'an 
and Sunnah! were the fountains of knowledge that changed the course of 
humanity. The Sahabah «4 (companions of Nabi 3%) and pious Muslims who 
followed them, were successful because they practised upon the noble 
morals and values encouraged by Allah 3 and His Nabi #. These sources 
of knowledge are still available, in their pristine purity, to humanity 
today. 

As this is primarily a compilation of short stories, complex and 
technical definitions of Islamic terms have been avoided. Where 
necessary, a concise explanation is provided as part of the text. Where 
a more detailed explanation was required, it has been included in a 
footnote, to avoid a break in the flow of the story. 

Regarding the sources of reference, an earnest attempt has been 
made to trace each of the narrations from authentic Arabic sources. This 


1 Acts which Nabi % did or sanctioned. 
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has been done in the overwhelming majority of cases. Exceptions to this, 
are a few extracts from Urdu and English and are accordingly referenced. 
Where an incident has been found in more than one Arabic source, the 
first reference has been mentioned in full. 

I am sincerely grateful to all those who assisted in this project, 
especially my beloved teachers, Mufti Muhammed Saeed Motara, 
Maulana Hasan Docrat, Muftt Muhammad Abubakr Minty, Maulana 
Ebrahim Muhammad and Maulana Ziyad Husain for their inspiration 
and guidance; Mufti Husain Kadodia for his invaluable assistance with 
the translation and verification; all the esteemed scholars who kindly 
penned forewords to the work; Mufti Muhammad Seedat, Maulana 
Husain Nosarka, Brother Ismail Bhula, Sister Tahira Seedat and Sister 
Hafsa Amod for the proof-reading; Maulana Abdur Rahman Mangera and 
Ebrahim Patel for their advice on the layout; Maulana Ahmad Data for his 
assistance in the bibliography; my wife for her encouragement and ideas 
and all those who assisted in other ways. May Allah 3 reward them all 
abundantly in this world and the Hereafter for rendering their invaluable 
assistance towards the accomplishment of this project. 

May Allah 3€ accept this truly humble effort and make it a source 
of salvation for me, my parents, family, teachers and well-wishers. And 
from Allah 38 do we seek strength and assistance. 


Afzal Ismail - 
21 Safar 1430 / 17 February 2009 
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The Pearl Necklace 


adi Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul Baqi ibn Muhammad al- 

Bazzaz al-Ansari gives an account of his life: “I was a student in 

Makkah. One day, I was very hungry and could not find anything 
to stave off my hunger. On my way home, I found a small velvet pouch 
neatly tied with a tassel. 1 picked it up and returned home with it. Upon 
opening it, | found a beautiful pearl necklace, the like of which I had 
never seen before. 

I later went out and saw an old man with five hundred dinars in a 
cloth, crying out loudly, “This is the reward for the one who returns to 
me a pouch with a pearl necklace.” 

I thought to myself, “I am in need and extremely hungry. I can benefit 
from this reward by returning the purse to the old man.” 

I approached him and said, “Come with me!” 

I led him to my house. He described to me the pouch and tassel, the 
pearls, the number of beads in the necklace and the cord it was strung 
with. I took out the pouch and gave it to him. He handed the five hundred 
dinars to me. 

I refused to accept the reward, saying, “It was necessary for me to 
return the pouch to you without any reward.” He insisted that I take it, 
but I refused. 

After a time, I left Makkah and travelled by sea. The vessel carrying 
us was wrecked and many passengers drowned. I managed to hold onto 
a piece of the floating vessel and continued to float on the ocean, not 
knowing where I was destined to end up. | finally drifted to an island 
inhabited by Muslims. I went to one of their masajid' and began reciting 
the Qur’an. When they heard me, a number of them requested that | 
teach them to recite the Qur’an correctly. I commenced teaching them, 
and was remunerated well for my services. 


1 Plural of masjid. 
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One day, I noticed a few pages of a Qur’an in the masjid. I picked them 
up in order to peruse them. When the people saw me, they asked if I could 
write. I replied in the affirmative and they requested me to teach them. 
Soon many of them brought along their children to me, so that I could 
teach them as well. This occupation made me completely independent. 

After some time, they requested that I marry an orphan girl from 
amongst them. I refused, but they insisted, and I finally agreed to their 
request. After the nikah (marriage) had been performed, she was brought 
to me.I could not remove my gaze from her, because I saw the same pearl 
necklace, that I had found many years ago, around her neck. 

The people said to me, “O Shaikh, you will break the heart of this girl 
by staring at her necklace instead of looking at her.” 

I narrated the story of the necklace to them and they shouted out the 
takbir' loudly. I asked them what the matter was, and they replied, “The 
man who had taken the necklace from you, was the father of this girl and 
he used to say regarding you : ‘I never met a more truthful Muslim. May 
Allah 4 bring him to us so that I could marry him to my daughter!’ This 
du‘a’ (supplication) of his has now been fulfilled.” 

I lived with my wife and was blessed with two sons from her. She finally 
passed away and I, together with my two sons, inherited her necklace. 
Later, my two sons also passed away and I became the sole owner of the 
necklace. I eventually sold it for a hundred thousand dinars.” 


@ 


Honesty must form the core of human interaction to create a sound 
society. 


~~ 


Allah 46 provides from sources that man cannot comprehend. 


& 


1 A proclamation in Arabic which means that Allah 4¢ is the Greatest. 
2 Adh-Dhail ‘Ala Tabagatil Hanabilah, vol 1, p 443; Safhat Min Sabril ‘Ulama’ p 74 
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Graves of Sahabah 4 Opened 


n 1929, King Faisal of ‘Iraq saw a dream in which he was advised by 

two Sahabah (companions of Nabi #), Hudhaifah ibn Yaman # and 

‘Abdullah ibn Jabir 4, to move their graves, as water from the river 
Tigris was seeping into them. The king commanded that an area between 
the graves and the river be dug open to ascertain the truth of the matter. 
They, however, found no sign of water in the graves. The king, therefore, 
dismissed the dream. 

But, the king saw the same dream a number of times again and it 
began to worry him. He gathered the ‘Ulama’ (scholars) of ‘Iraq and 
narrated his dream to them. One of the ‘Ulama’ present mentioned that 
he too had seen the same dream. After deliberation and consultation, 
it was decided that the graves of these two great Sahabah be opened. If 
water was indeed seeping into their graves, then the bodies would have 
to be moved to a new location. 

As it was the first time in the history of Islam that the graves of Sahabah 
were to be opened under such circumstances, the ‘Iraqi Government 
made elaborate preparations for this momentous event. A date was 
decided upon, and it was publicised accordingly, so that people could 
attend. Incidentally, the date was close to the period of haj. When the 
news reached Makkah and Madinah, people who were on haj requested 
that the date be reset for a later time so that they could attend as well. 
The event was then reset to a later date. 

Many people from ‘Iraq and other areas arrived on the stipulated 
date and the graves were opened. Amazingly, after thirteen centuries, 
their bodies were completely fresh and intact. A non-Muslim eye- 
specialist, who witnessed the proceedings, confirmed that the special 
glow, which normally disappears a few moments after a person dies, was 
still noticeable in the eyes of both Sahabah. On seeing this, he accepted 
Islam. 
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An area close to the grave of Salman al-Farsi 4 was prepared. The 
bodies were raised from the graves and moved to their new abodes of 
rest. Many people present were fortunate enough to assist in carrying 
the blessed bodies to their respective graves. 

Many non-Muslims, who witnessed this miracle, accepted Islam.' 


8 


Occasionally, Allah 48 shows man such miraculous signs. Allah 4% 
mentions in the Qur’an: 
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“We will show them Our signs in the universe and within themselves 

until it becomes manifest to them that this (religion) is the truth.” 
(Sarah Fussilat, verse 53) 


~~ 
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Incidents of this nature strengthen the Iman (faith) of a believer in the 
greatness of Allah 3¢ and the truth of Islam. 


No Escape from Death 


here was once a woman who gave birth to a baby girl and, 

thereafter, instructed her caretaker to ignite a fire. As he was 

leaving to comply with the order, a person’ suddenly appeared 
and asked him, “What has this woman given birth to?” 


1 Jahane Dida, p 55-58 
2 Probably a pious person blessed with ilham (spiritual insight) or an angel disguised as a 
human being. 
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The caretaker replied that she had given birth to a girl. 

The person said to the caretaker, “This girl will commit zind (illicit 
sexual relations) one hundred times and will finally be killed by a 
spider.” 

The caretaker immediately returned, and cut open the stomach of 
the baby girl. Thinking that she had died, he quickly left the place. The 
mother, however, stitched the stomach together and the girl survived. She 
grew up to be so beautiful, that no woman in the city could be compared 
to her. In the meantime, the caretaker who had fled, settled close to the 
sea to earn his livelihood. After sometime, he decided to return to the 
city to marry. On his way back, he met an old woman and mentioned to 
her that he wished to marry a woman who excelled all others in beauty. 
The old woman advised him to marry a specific woman who was very 
beautiful. He tried his best to win her hand, and eventually married her. 

The young bride asked her husband, who he was and where he had 
come from. He replied that he was once an inhabitant of the city, but 
fled to the sea after cutting open the stomach of a young baby girl. After 
hearing his story, she exclaimed that she was the very same girl and 
showed him her stomach, which had the signs of the cut. 

The man retorted, “If you are the very same girl, then I have two 
things to say to you. Firstly, you will commit zind a hundred times.” 

The girl agreed, “I have committed zind as you have said, but I cannot 
remember the number of times.” 

The man continued, “Secondly, you will be killed by a spider.” 

He then built her a splendid house, where there was no chance of 
finding even a spider web. One day, they were relaxing, and her sight fell 
upon a spider on a wall. She asked her husband, “Is this the spider you 
had warned me about?” 

“Yes,” he replied. 

She jumped up, saying, “Let me kill it immediately.” She managed to 
get it onto the floor and began trampling upon it. The spider was killed, 
but some of its poison was absorbed through her skin, leading to her 
death.' 


1 Tafsir ibn Kathir, Sarah Nisa’, verse 78; Ma‘ariful Qur'an 
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Man cannot flee from death. The Qur'an says: 


BE ore bes 9 OM SS HIS SIA! 
“Wherever you are, death will find you even though you may be in 
fortified palaces.” (Stirah Nisa’, verse 78) 


A Saint Deceived by the Devil 


arsisa was a very pious monk. He had devoted himself to the 
worship of Allah 4 for seventy years, during which period he had 
completely kept himself aloof from sin. Iblis', was not pleased with 
this and decided to gather his most wretched Shayatin’ and recruited the 
most deceitful from amongst them to mislead Barsisa. The wicked Shaitan 
dressed up in the garb of a pious person and appeared before Barsisa, 
while he was engaged in worship in his monastery. He first called out 
to Barsisa but was ignored. Barsisa used to raise his head from worship 
once every ten days and used to fast for many days at a time. Shaitan then 
went into the monastery and engaged himself in prayer with astounding 
devotion. Barsisa began noticing his extreme sacrifice in worship and 
decided to get some clarification from him. Shaitan explained that he 
wanted to worship in the company of Barsisa and learn from him. 
Barsisa continued with his worship, and so did Shaitan. Barsisa 
continued to notice how Shaitan exerted himself in worship. Shaitan again 
requested that Barsisa allow him to join him in worship. Barsisa agreed, 


1 The chief devil. 
2 Plural of Shaitan (devil). 
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and they engaged themselves in prayer and fasting for many days at a 
time. Soon, Shaitan won over the confidence of Barsisa and taught him a 
few words which could cure the sick and insane. Shaitdén then went back 
to Iblis and reported that he had succeeded in overpowering the pious 
monk, 

Shaitdn then went to another man, and began strangling him. Dressed 
as a common person, he approached the man’s family and advised them 
to go to Barsisa, who had a “cure” for the man’s “insanity”. When the man 
was brought to Barsisa, he recited the words taught to him by Shaitan and 
the man was “cured”. 

Shaitan soon began inflicting other people with the same “illness” 
and directed them to Barsisa, who would “cure” them. Then, he did the 
same to a young girl from the family of the king of that time. The girl 
had three brothers. Disguised as a physician, Shaitdn instructed them 
to take her and leave her in the monastery of Barsis4, but they refused, 
saying that he, being a pious person, would not allow her to stay with 
him. Shaitan proposed a second plan in case Barsisa refused. He advised, 
that they build a monastery close to his monastery and leave her therein. 
They agreed. Barsisa, as predicted, refused to keep the girl. So, they built 
another monastery in close proximity to his and left her there. 

One day, as Barsisa completed his prayers, he noticed the young girl 
and was taken aback by her beauty. Shaitén began strangling her, and 
Barsisa immediately left his worship and commenced reciting the words 
of “cure” for her. She was “cured” and Barsis4 returned to his devotions. 
But, Shaitan again strangled her and made her expose her body to Barsisa. 
Then, Shaitan came to Barsisa and began whispering to him, “Fulfil your 
desires with the young girl! You will never find another like her. You can 
repent again thereafter.” 

He continued persuading Barsisa, to such an extent, that he finally left 
his worship and fulfilled his desires with the girl. She became pregnant 
with his child. Shaitan again came to Barsis4 and said, “Your evil deed will 
be exposed. The only choice you have is to kill her. When her brothers 
return and ask about her, say to them that Shaitadn inflicted her with 
‘insanity’ and took her away.” 
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Barsisa accepted the idea, killed the young girl, and buried her during 
the darkness of night. Shaitan then appeared to the brothers in a dream 
and revealed to them that Barsisa had fulfilled his desires with the young 
girl and killed her. They did not believe the dream, but asked Barsisa for 
clarification. Barsisa insisted that Shaitan had taken her. Shaitan again 
appeared to the brothers in a dream, and directed them to the spot where 
their sister had been buried. 

When they dug open the grave, they found their sister and realised 
that Barsisa had deceived them. They led him to the king and Barsisa 
confessed to his evil deed. The command was given for Barsisa to be 
killed. 

As he was about to be killed, Shaitan appeared before him and asked, 
“Do you know who I am?” 

“No”, replied Barsisa. 

“T am the person who taught you the words of “cure”. Do you not 
fear Allah? Are you not ashamed? You were the most pious of men. You 
exposed your evil and have destroyed the reputation of all pious men.” 

“What can I do?” asked Barsisa. 

Shaitan replied, “There is one thing you can do. If you do it now, I will 
save you by taking you away from here immediately.” 

“What?” asked Barsisa. 

“Prostrate before me just once,” replied Shaitan. 

Barsisa agreed and prostrated himself before Shaitan. 

Shaitan retorted, “This is what I desired from you all along. Your end 
result is that you have denied Allah in the last moments of your life. | 
have nothing to do with you.” 


& 


Barsisa, who had been the most pious of men, died as a disbeliever 
due to the evil promptings of Shaitan. He was misled to commit illicit 
sexual relations with a young girl and jeopardised his life-long spiritual 
endeavours. Shaitan is the avowed enemy of man and is devoted to leading 


1 Tafsir Qurtubi, Sarah Hashr, verse 16 
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man away from the obedience of Allah 4. Strong faith and fortitude are 
required to overcome his evil plots. Allah 45 mentions in the Qur'an : 


SshS5 el Lea Leal Ged fe OU’ I 5S) 
Verily! He has no power over those who believe and put their trust 
only in their Lord (Allah). (Sirah Nahl, verse 99) 


Juraij is tested 


uraij was a pious monk, who had devoted himself to prayer in his 

monastery. One day, his mother came to see him and called out, “O 

Juraij! It is your mother. Talk to me.” 

Juraij thought to himself, “Oo Allah, my mother is addressing me and 
I am in prayer. What should I do?” He chose to continue with his prayer. 
His mother went away, but returned a second time and said, “O Juraij! I 
am your mother. Please talk to me.” 

He again thought to himself, “O Allah, my mother is calling out to me 
while I am in prayer.” He again opted to continue praying. 

His mother said, “O Allah, here is Juraij, my son. | desire to talk to 
him, but he refuses to talk to me. O Allah, do not let him die until he sees 
the face of a shameless woman.” 

Close to the monastery of Juraij, there lived a shepherd. One day, a 
woman of the village came there and the shepherd committed zind (illicit 
sexual relations) with her. She became pregnant and gave birth to a child. 
When she was asked, whose child it was, she replied, “He is the child of 
the man who resides in this monastery.” 

This angered the people of the village and, equipped with axes and 
spades, they called out to Juraij. He was absorbed in prayer and did not pay 
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any attention to them. But, when they began to demolish his monastery, 
he rebuked them. They explained, “Ask this woman about her story.” 

With a smile, he touched the head of the child and asked, “Who is 
your father?” 

The child replied, “The shepherd is my father.” 

When the people heard this, they said, “We will rebuild the section of 
your monastery that we have demolished, with gold and silver.” 

Juraij replied, “No! Rebuild it with clay as it had been before.” He then 
returned to his monastery to continue with his prayers.’ 


@ 


Juraij was deeply committed to worship but ignored the call of his mother, 
resulting in severe consequences. 
The talking of the baby reinforces the idea that Allah 4¢ assists His pious 
servants at times of need. 


Power of Stirah Yasin 


Migration to Madinah 

T= migration of the Muslims to Madinah instilled fear amongst 
the Quraish. They soon realised that Nabi # would establish a base 
with a large number of followers in an area beyond their reach 

and, if he were also to join them in Madinah, they would be unable to stop 

the spread of Islam. All the chiefs of the Quraish assembled in council to 


1 Bukhari and Muslim 
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discuss how to prevent him from leaving Makkah. They debated various 
suggestions, and ultimately decided that each clan should provide a young 
courageous warrior, so that all the warriors could jointly attack Nabi # 
and kill him. Thus, the guilt of shedding the blood of Nabi # would lie 
equally on all the clans and no single clan would be accountable. 

Nabi 38 was forewarned of their wicked plan by divine revelation, and 
he asked ‘Ali .# to lie in his bed and wrap himself in his mantle. Nabi # 
assured him that no harm would befall him. 

The murderers stood outside Nabi's % house, with weapons in their 
hands, ready to strike. Nabi % emerged and threw a handful of dust at 
their faces reciting the first nine verses of Sarah Yasin, ending with the 
verse: 
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“And We have set a bar before them and a bar behind them and have 
covered them so that they do not see.” (Sirah Yasin, verse 9) 


Allah 4 blinded them and Nabi % slipped through their hands.! 


Imam Qurtubi’s Escape 
similar incident occurred to the great mufassir (commentator) 
of the Qur’an, Imam Qurtubi 8, in Spain. He mentions, “I was 
fleeing from the enemy in Qurtubah, and hid on one side of a 
fort. I was there for only a short while, when two horsemen came out in 
search of me. I was sitting in the open, with no barrier between myself 
and them, and reciting the opening verses of Sirah Yasin and other verses 
from the Qur’an. 
They passed by me and then returned as they had come, one saying 
to the other, “This must be Shaitan!” In reality, Allah 38 had blinded them 
so that they could not see me. All praise belongs to Allah 4.” 


1 As-Siratun Nabawiyyah Ibn Hisham, vol 1, p 427-429 
2 Tafsir Qurtubi, Sirah Isra’, verse 45 
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The Qur'an is a powerful weapon in the hands of a Muslim who has faith 
in the greatness of Allah 4s. 
History bears testimony to the fact that the enemies of Islam often resort 
to assassination and brutal murder when they fail to stop the spread of 
the truthful message of Islam. 


~~ 


Sincere followers of a truthful cause will serve their leader to the extent 
of sacrificing their very lives in the service of his mission. 


Enthusiasm for Islamic Knowledge 


ahya ibn Yahya ibn Kathir ibn Wislan ibn Shimlal ibn Munghaya 

was a great faqih (jurist) of Andalus. He was born in the year 152 

Hijri and studied Hadith under the great Imam Malik ~“s-, during 

the last days of the Imam’s life. He was present when the Imam breathed 

his last and also attended his janazah (funeral prayer). He then returned 

to Andalus, where many enthusiastic people flocked to sit at his feet and 
benefit from his vast knowledge. 

One day, while he was in the lesson of Imam Malik 4, an elephant 

passed by. All the students left to see the elephant, except Yahya ibn 

Yahya, who remained seated. Imam Malik =, was surprised at his lack 


1 The term Hijri is derived from the word Hijra meaning, ‘migration’. Hijra refers to the 
migration of Nabi # from Makkah to Madinah, It was instituted by ‘Umar 4 as a point of 
reference for the Islamic Calendar. 
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of interest in the passing spectacle, and asked, “Who are you and where 
are you from?” 

“Tam from Andalus,” Yahya replied. 

Imam Malik 2% then asked, “Why did you not go out to see the 
elephant?” 

Yahya replied, “I came from my homeland to see you and learn from 
your guidance and knowledge. I did not come here to look at elephants.” 

Imam Malik a. was so impressed, that he called him, ‘The wise man 
of Andalus.’ 


Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr «%, the renowned scholar of Hadith, said, “Yahya 
ibn Yahya returned to Andalus with a great deal of knowledge. Fatawa 
(verdicts) used to be requested from him after Isa ibn Dinar had passed 
away. The leaders and general populace accepted his verdicts. He was 
indeed a great jurist.” 


& 


True Islamic knowledge is gained when the seeker makes a concerted 
effort to learn. 


~~ 


A true student shows due respect to his teacher. 


~ 


To acquire the nar (celestial light) of Islamic knowledge, it is imperative 

for a student to sit in the company of a pious teacher. Together with 

knowledge, spiritual reformation and character building are of paramount 
importance. 


& 


1 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 6, p 143; Siyar Aa‘lam an-Nubala’; Tartibul Madarik 
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A Valuable Du‘a’ for Protection 


True Indeed 
bban ibn ‘Uthman .s#, narrates from his father that Nabi % said, 
“Nothing can harm a person who recites the following, three 
times every morning and evening: 
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“Inthe name of Allah, nothing in the earth or heavens can be harmed 
when His name is taken. He is All-Hearing and All-Knowing.” 


Abban .#. himself had been afflicted with a form of paralysis. Once, a 
man, realising that he was partially paralysed, began to stare at him. 
Abban 14x said to him, “Why do you stare at me? The Hadith is as true as 
I have narrated it, except that I did not recite it one day, and Allah passed 
His decree upon me.”! 


Uncompromising Faith 


Khalid ibn Walid #, the distinguished Muslim commander, laid siege 
to Hira. Upon invitation, an old man, by the name of ‘Abdul Masih ibn 
Hayyan ibn Baqila, came out to speak to the Muslims. In his hand, was a 
poisonous substance. 

Khalid # asked him, “What do you have in your hand?” 

The old man replied, “This is a poisonous drink. If you agree to what | 
have to say, then all is well and good. If you do not, I will drink this poison 
so that I do not have to return to my people with such conditions which 
they dislike.” 


1 Tirmidhi; Abi Dawad 
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Khalid .# took the poison from the old man’s hand and recited the 
following: 
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“In the name of Allah, nothing in the earth or heavens can be harmed 
when His name is taken. He is All-Hearing and All-Knowing.” 


He then swallowed the poison. The old man returned to his people, saying, 
“T return to you from such people who are not harmed by poison.”! 


@ 


The Sahabah & had firm conviction that the du‘as taught by Allah 4 and 
His Prophet 3 were an inherent source of success and strength. 
While these narrations reflect a lofty state of trust in Allah 4s, they are 
not impossible to achieve. Great Muslims, throughout the centuries, have 
aspired towards these magnificent feats and achieved them. 


A Pious Union Produces Pious Children 


ubarak used to maintain the orchards of his master. On 

one occasion, his master requested him to bring a sweet 

pomegranate. Upon tasting it, he found it to be bitter. He then 
instructed Mubarak for a second and third time, but each time the fruit 
turned out to be bitter. 


1 Kitabul Khardj, p 143 
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This infuriated the master, who scolded Mubarak, saying, “Can you 
not differentiate between a sweet and bitter pomegranate?” 

Mubarak replied, “No!” 

“Why?” asked the master. 

Mubarak replied, “I have never eaten a single fruit from this orchard 
ever since I have been in your employ.” 

The master asked, “Why have you not eaten anything?” 

Mubarak replied, “You have not granted me permission to do so.” 

The master realised the piety and goodness of his servant and asked 
Mubarak to marry his daughter. Mubarak agreed and the union was 
blessed with a son known as ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak -, who later 
became a distinguished scholar and saint of his time.' 


Righteous children are normally born to righteous parents. 
An employee should not utilise his employer’s resources without 
permission. 


A Brave Muslim Mother 
n the battle of of Qadisiyyah, Khansa, the famous poetess of Arabia 


accompanied her four sons into battle. She encouraged them to fight, 
with brave and eloquent words: 


“O my sons, you accepted Islam willingly and left your homes voluntarily. 
By the promise of Allah, you are the sons of one father and one mother. 


1 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 3, p 32 
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I have not been unfaithful to your father, nor have I brought disgrace 
to your paternal uncle. I have not spoilt and dishonoured your lineage. 
You are well aware of the immense rewards, which Allah has prepared 
for those Muslims who fight the transgressors. Know this also that the 
everlasting abode is superior to the temporary abode. Allah says: 
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“O you who believe, Be patient. Outdo all others in perseverance. 


Guard your territory. Fear Allah so that you may be successful.” 
(Sarah Al-‘Imran, verse 200) 


When you awake tomorrow safe and sound, by the Will of Allah, proceed 
to fight your enemy in a rational state of mind. Seek help from Allah over 
His enemies. When you see the battle has become severe and the fire 
begins to rage, then hasten towards the furnace and fight. You will return 
victorious with booty and honour in the everlasting abode.” 

The sons proceeded to the battlefield and fought valiantly until all 
were martyred. When Khansa received the news, she exclaimed, “Praise 
be to Allah who has honoured me with their martyrdom. I have hope in 
Allah that He will unite me with them through His infinite mercy.” 


@ 


Strong is the faith of a mother who fearlessly encourages her children to 
sacrifice their lives for a rightful cause. 

Numerous anecdotes of brave Muslim women are found in the pages of 

Islamic history. In so many cases, the student of history will come across 

great Imams, warriors, scholars, rulers and saints, who were produced 

through the nurturing, courage and steadfastness of a pious mother. May 

Allah 4¢ reward them all with the highest of places in Jannah (paradise) 


1 Al-Isti'ab Fi Ma'rifatil Ashab, vol 4, p 387 
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and, may He make their shining examples a source of inspiration for 
mothers of every age. 


Muslim Scholar of Profound Knowledge 


bn Jarir at-Tabari a: is regarded as one of the great scholars of the 

Muslim Ummah. His tafsir of the Qur’an is a truly amazing treatise. In 

the field of history, his work is regarded as one of the most authentic 
and comprehensive. He was a hdfiz' and qari’ of the Qur’an. In the field of 
Islamic jurisprudence, he was a reputed scholar of the different madhahib 
(juristic schools of thought). He was a scholar of Hadith and an authority 
on the text and chain of narrators. He memorised the Qur’an at the age 
of seven and began writing Ahadith at the age of nine. He was born in 224 
Hijri in Tabaristan and passed away in 310 Hijri in Baghdad. 

Once, he said to his students, “Are you ready for a tafsir (commentary) 
of the Qur’an?” 

They asked, “How long will it be?” 

He replied, “Thirty thousand pages.” 

They exclaimed, “A tafsir of this length will exhaust all the years of 
one’s life to complete.” 

Ibn Jarir 2#:- thereafter wrote a concise tafsir, which amounted to 
three thousand pages. 

He then asked his students, “Are you ready for a history of the world 
from the time of Adam #£) to the present?” 

They asked, “How long will it be?” 

He replied, “Thirty thousand pages.” 


1 A person who has memorised the entire Qur'an. 
2 Aperson who is an expert in reciting the Qur’an according to its rules of recitation. 
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When his students again displayed reluctance, he exclaimed in agony, 
“Enthusiasm has left this world.” He then wrote a concise version of 
world history.' 


Ibn Balwhai narrates that Ibn Khuzaimah once said to him, “It has reached 
me that you have written the tafsir of Muhammad ibn Jarir at-Tabari.” 
“Yes, I wrote the entire tafsir while Ibn Jarir dictated it,” I replied. 
“In which year?” he asked. 
“From the year 283 to 290 Hijri,” I replied. 
He then borrowed the book from me. After a few years, he returned 
it, saying, “I have read it from start to finish. I do not know of any person 


on the face of the earth more knowledgeable than Ibn Jarir.”” 


@ 


Islam produced numerous such illustrious scholars, who produced 
literary master-pieces in many fields of knowledge. 


Scrupulous Muslim Rulers 


nce, some musk came to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab from Bahrain. 
He asked for someone who would weigh it carefully, so that it 
may be equally distributed among the Muslims. His wife, ‘Atikah, 
volunteered, but ‘Umar refused to give it to her. 
When she inquired why, he replied, “I fear that, while weighing it, 
some of it may rub-off onto your hand and body. This will give me an 
unfair advantage over the other Muslims.” 


1 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 2, p163 
2 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 2, p164 
3 Kanzul ‘Ummil, vol 2, chapter 345 
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A similar incident is related about ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 2#-. While he 
was Khalifah', musk belonging to the Bait-ul-Mal (public treasury) was 
brought to him. He closed his own nostrils, saying, “The benefit derived 


92 


from musk is its fragrance. 


@ 


The standard of piety set by the great Muslim rulers was indeed lofty and 
rare. Due to the fear of Allah 3¢ and accountability in the divine court, 
they displayed extreme caution. Public property was regarded as a trust 
in their hands and they took care of it prudently. 
Mourning the absence and rarity of such great men, a poet appropriately 
mentions, 
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“In reality, time has not been able to produce the likes of him. 


In reality, time is miserly in producing the likes of him.” 


Honour Through Islam 


mar ibn al-Khattab was on his way to Syria. While walking, 

he came to a shallow stream. He was dressed in a shawl, a pair 

of leather socks and turban. He jumped off his camel, removed 
his leather socks and placed them on his shoulder. He proceeded to wade 
through the water by leading his camel by its reins. 


1 Literally means ‘successor’, but in this context refers to the Islamic head of state. 
2 Al Bidayah Wan Nihayah, vol 9, p 214 
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When Abii ‘Ubaidah 4, who had come out to meet him, saw this, he 
remarked, “O Amir al-Mu'minin', how can you do this? You have placed 
your leather socks on your shoulder and you wade through the water, 
leading your camel by its reins! It will displease me if the inhabitants of 
the city see you like this.” 

‘Umar rebuked him saying, “If anybody other than you had made 
such a statement, I would have given him such a punishment, that would 
have served as a lesson for the rest of the Ummah (Muslim community). We 
were the most disgraced of nations and Allah granted us honour through 
Islam. When we seek honour in any other way, Allah will disgrace us.”? 


Allah 48 mentions in the Qur’an: 
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“One who desires honour then to Allah belongs all honour.” 
(Sarah Fatir, verse 10). 


Allah 4¢ also mentions in the Qur’an: 
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“We revealed to you a book (the Qur’an) in which is your 
remembrance.” (Sirah Ambiya’, verse 10) 


Ibn ‘Abbas -# has interpreted this verse as follows: “We revealed to you a 
book (the Qur’an) in which is your honour.” 


& 


History has repeatedly testified that Muslims were honoured and 
respected when they held firmly onto the laws of Islam. These laws are 
the dividing line between honour and disgrace and between progress 


1 Literally means ‘Commander of the Faithful.’ It was a title used for Muslim rulers. 
2 Al-Mustadrak Lil-Hakim, vol 1, p 160 
3 Tafsir ibn Kathir, Sirah Ambiya’, verse 10 
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and failure. Today, Muslims are unfortunately searching for respect by 
knocking at the door of the Western world, despite the glaring reality that 
the Western way of life has failed. This failure is no surprise, as systems, 
institutions and practices that are diametrically opposed to Allah’s 3s 
immutable laws can never result in human progress. 


Unchallenged Beauty of the Qur’an 


bdullah ibn al-Mugaffa was from Khurasan, Persia. He was born 
in ‘Iraq and was a fire-worshipper. Later, he accepted Islam at the 
hands of ‘Isa ibn ‘Ali. He is accepted as a scholar in the science 
of Arabic grammar and rhetoric and wrote a number of books on this 
subject. He has also translated works of Aristotle into Arabic. His words 
and poetry are quoted by a number of famous mufassirin of the Qur’an, 
such as Imam Qurtubi s#,, ‘Allamah Alisi .#:., Zamakhshari and others. 
Ibn al-Mugaffa is particularly famous for his translation of ‘Kalilah Wa 
Dimnah’ from Persian into Arabic. This book was translated into Spanish, 
Latin, Hebrew, French, English, and other languages from Arabic and had 
an enormous impact on European literature. It is a book consisting of 
fables, wherein animals have been assigned human qualities, with the 
aim of teaching a moral lesson. Stories of this type have reached English 
literature with the likes of, “The hare and the tortoise”, “The fox and the 
crow”, “The lion and the mouse” and so on. 
A famous saying of Ibn al-Mugaffa, showing his mastery in the Arabic 
language, is quoted in the books of tafsir: 


BBs EM AR ELE KES IS 


“Words without action are like gravy without fat, 
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Or a cloud without rain, Or a bow without a string.”! 


This same Ibn al-Mugaffa, the most eloquent scholar of his time, decided 
to challenge the eloquence of the Qur’an by compiling some beautiful 
verses in Arabic. While walking one day, he heard a young boy reciting 
this verse of the Qur'an: 


orem BOE, ea BET ee gee we Be Pak oe ie 
SNS AW oad Ul 285 LATS GS Sele Jal Gol U 35 
SS 3 ots - Boe 
ae eS od oe 2 - 
CUO gall hey Seepage de 
“And it was said, ‘O earth! Swallow up your water and O sky! Withhold 
(your rain)!’ And the water was made to subside. And the Decree (of 


Allah) was fulfilled. The Ark rested on Mount Jiidi and it was said, 
‘Away with those who do wrong!’ "(Sarah Hiid, verse 44) 


He returned and erased what he had compiled, saying, “I testify that this 
(Qur'an) can never be challenged. It is not the words of man.” 


& 


Allahu Akbar? The Qur'an is a book that is beyond the capability of any 
man to produce the like thereof. Many such incidents have been recorded 
in history where masters in the Arabic language were left speechless 
when they heard the Qur’an being recited. The Arabs, during the time of 
Nabi 3, were experts in Arabic poetry, but they too were compelled to 
acknowledge the superiority of the Qur’an. 
In addition to its beauty and eloquence, the Qur'an is filled with wisdom 
and truth. Successful indeed are those who recite it, understand it and 


1 Tafsir Qurtubi, vol 14, p 329 
2 Tafsir Aliist, Sirah Hiid, verse 44 
3 Allah is the Greatest. 
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practise upon its golden teachings. Those who ignore the message of the 
Qur’an are truly deprived. 


Respect for Hadith 


More Respect for Hadith than for Kings 


aqih Aba Ibrahim «4, a Muslim scholar of repute, was greatly 
F respected by An-Nasir and his son Al-Hakam, two of the rulers 

of Muslim Spain. Ibn Mafraj mentions an interesting incident 
regarding the Faqih: 

“I used to remain in the company of Faqih Abi Ibrahim, to learn about 
Hadith and Figh (jurisprudence) from him. One day, I was in his gathering 
in Masjid Abii Uthman, which was close to the palace of Qurtubah. The 
masjid was close to his house and he performed Salah there. The gathering 
was held between two Salahs and was packed with students, when a 
messenger arrived from Khalifah Al-Hakam. 

He greeted and said, ‘Faqih, come at once! The Amir al-Mu’minin calls 
you urgently regarding an important matter’ 

The Faqth replied, ‘To hear is to obey the Amir al-Mu’minin, but there 
is no haste. Return to him and say that you found me in the house of 
Allah 4 and I have students around me to whom I am narrating the 
Hadith of Nabi 3%. I am prevented from leaving this gathering, until I 
have completed the lesson for the pleasure and obedience of Allah. This 
is presently more important to me. When the purpose for which these 
dedicated students have gathered has been achieved, I will present 
myself, if Allah wills.’ The Faqih then continued with his lesson. 

The messenger left, annoyed, but conveyed the message and 
returned shortly thereafter. He said, ‘I conveyed your message to the 
Amir al-Mu’minin, word for word. He listened intently and said, “May 
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Allah reward your sacrifices for the religion, the Amir al-Mu’minin and 
the Muslim Ummah. May they derive great benefit from you!” Once you 
have completed your lesson, you should proceed directly to him. I have 
been commanded to remain with you and accompany you once you have 
completed your lesson,’ 

‘Fine, replied the Faqih, ‘but I am too weak and old to walk to the 
door of Saddah or mount a conveyance. The door of Sana‘ah is closer to 
the doors of the sacred palace. It would be easier for me if the Amir al- 
Mu’minin would allow this door to be opened, so that I may enter through 
it. I would advise you to convey my message to him and inform me what 
he thinks of the idea. Then you may return and wait for me to complete 
my lesson. I regard you as a respectable young man, so hasten towards 
this good action,’ 

The messenger left, but returned after a while and said, ‘O Faqih, the 
Amir al-Mu'minin has acceded to your request. He has ordered that the 
door of Sana‘ah be opened for you. I have come to you through this door 
now. I have been instructed to remain here and direct you, as soon as you 
have completed the lesson, 

The messenger sat down close-by and the Faqth completed his lesson 
with complete ease and comfort, in his usual manner. When the students 
had left, the Faqih first went to his house to tend to something and then 
proceeded to Khalifah Al-Hakam. He entered through the door of Sana‘ah, 
fulfilled the Khalifah’s request, and returned through the same door. It 
was again locked after the Faqih had left.” 

Ibn Mafraj explained further, “After we had left the gathering of 
the Faqih that night, we decided to pass by the door that the Faqth was 
supposed to enter through, so that we could see what the Khalifah had 
prepared for him. The door was open and many servants were anxiously 
sweeping and laying down carpets for the Faqith’s arrival. We found this 
quite amazing and for long thereafter did we discuss the incident.” 


Stung Sixteen Times 


Imam Malik #k-was bitten sixteen times by a scorpion while narrating 
Ahadith to his students. His facial complexion changed, but he did not 


1 Nafhut Tib Min Ghusn Al-Andalus Ar-Ratib, vol 1, chapter 3, p 377 
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stop his discourse. Ibn al-Mubarak, his student, asked him why he had 
not stopped. 

He replied, “I endured the pain patiently out of respect for the 
Ahadith of Nabi 3%.”’ 


@ 


The pious scholars of Islam have tremendous respect for the blessed 
words of Nabi #. 


Excellence of Qasidah’ Burdah 


he Qasidah Burdah or “poem of the shawl” was written by Imam 
Salih Sharafuddin Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al- 
Busairi 4. He had become paralysed and his doctors gave up all 
hope of recovery. In this state of complete helplessness, he composed a 
poem in praise of Nabi %. Using this as his sole means of seeking a cure 
from the divine court of Allah 48, he isolated himself in a quiet place 
on the night of Jumu‘ah (Friday). With total sincerity and concentration, 
he began reciting the poem, crying and begging Allah 4s through the 
intercession of Nabi 3. While reciting it, he was overcome by sleep and 
was blessed with the vision of Nabi 38. He mentioned his illness to Nabi %, 
who then passed his blessed hand over Imam Busairi’s .%- face and placed 
a shawl over him. Through the barakah (divine blessings) of Nabi %, 
Allah 38 granted him complete cure from his paralysis. 
The next morning, when due to some necessity, he went to the market, 
he was greeted by a pious saint, who requested him to recite the qasidah 
which he had composed in praise of Nabi #. The Imam replied that he 


1 Faidhul Qadir, Sharh Jami‘us-Saghir, vol 3, p 253 
2 An Arabic poem. 
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had composed many poems in praise of Nabi 3. The saint then said, “I am 
referring to the one which begins with, 


Fux « 
Ole SE 


Hearing this, the Imam was amazed and exclaimed, “I take an oath 
that no one knows about this poem. Please tell me how you came to know 
about it?” 

The saint replied, “I take an oath by Allah that last night, in my dream, 
I heard you reciting it to Nabi 38. Since Nabi # was very pleased with it, he 
threw a shawl over you, and by virtue of this blessing, Allah 38 granted 
you complete cure from your ailment”. 

The Imam recited the poem to the saint and his secret was exposed. 
The barakah of the poem too became widespread. News of this reached 
the ruler, Baha’uddin, who called for him. He had the poem written down 
and would listen to it respectfully. 

Once, Saduddin Fariiqi, the viceroy of Baha’uddin, became blind. 
In a dream, he saw a person who advised him to take “the shawl” from 
Baha’uddin and place it over his eyes. The next morning, he informed 
Baha’uddin about this dream. Baha’uddin said that he did not have any of 
the blessed relics of Nabi % in his possession. Later he realised that “the 
shawl” could have referred to the Qasidah Burdah. The poem was brought 
and Saduddin placed it over his eyes. Through its barakah, Allah 38 granted 
him complete cure and restored his eyesight. From then onwards, the 
poem became known as the Qasidah Burdah or the “poem of the shawl.”! 


& 


Recitation of durid (salutations upon Nabi %) has numerous spiritual, 
physical and psychological benefits. 


@ 


1 Al-Wafi Bil Wafayat, vol 3, p 112 
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Vain Attempt to Steal the Body of Nabi 


Muslim leader, saw Nabi 3 three times in a dream. Nabi # pointed to 

two men, who were reddish in complexion, and said, “Save me from 
these two!” 

After discussing the dream with his advisor, he immediately decided 
to leave for Madinah with a group of twenty people. They took along 
with them a great quantity of wealth. After sixteen days, they arrived in 
Madinah. After presenting his salutations to Nabi 3, the Sultan ordered 
all the inhabitants of Madinah to come to him. The Sultan presented a 
gift to each person that came forward, and carefully inspected his face to 
see if he could identify the two men whom he had seen in his dream. 

When every person had been presented with a gift, he asked, “Is there 
anybody left?” 

The people replied, “Everybody has come, except two pious men from 
Morocco. They are very generous and give a lot in charity.” 

The Sultan requested that they too should come to him. They 
initially refused, saying that they did not require any wealth. But, the 
Sultan insisted on seeing them. When they came to him, he immediately 
recognised them to be the two men whom Nabi # had pointed to in the 
dream. 

He asked them where they were staying. They informed him that 
they resided in a room close to the blessed grave of Nabi 3. The Sultan 
accompanied them to their residence, but could find nothing, except 
two tents, books and an enormous quantity of wealth. The people of 
Madinah again praised the two men. The Sultan continued searching 
their residence. Finally, he lifted the carpet that had been laid in the 
room and found a secret vault that had been dug out. It had a tunnel that 
led towards the blessed grave of Nabi 3. When the people saw this, they 
were infuriated. The Sultan confronted the two men and insisted on the 
truth. 


| n the year 557 Hijri (1164CE), Sultan Niruddin Zangi, a pious and just 
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After being punished, they confessed that they were Christians 
from Morocco, disguised as Hujjaj (pilgrims). They had been sent by a 
Christian king, who had given them a vast amount of money to remove 
the body of Nabi 3 from its blessed abode. They had procured the closest 
residence to the blessed grave. At night, they would dig and place the 
sand in leather bags. They would then go to Jannat al-Baqi’, pretending 
to visit the deceased, where they would empty the bags of sand. When 
they were quite close to the blessed grave, severe lightning and an 
earthquake occurred. That was the very night the Sultan had reached 
Madinah. When he heard the story, he cried profusely, having realised 
that Allah 4 had chosen him for the noble task of protecting the body of 
Nabi 48. He ordered that the two men be beheaded and commanded that 
a ditch be dug around the grave and filled with molten lead, so that no 
such wretched attempts could be made again.! 


@ 


The blessed body of Nabi # is divinely protected and preserved. 


Concern for Fellow Muslims 


Pretending to be Deaf 
atim ibn Alwan al-Asam 2%, was a great saint of Khurasan and 
H: companion of another great saint, Shaqiq Balkhi «=. He 
was given the title of al-Asam, “the deaf one”, because of an 
interesting incident. A woman once came to ask him a question and, 


accidentally, passed wind. He heard the sound that had emanated, 
causing her to be quite embarrassed. 


1 Al-Wafa’ Ul-Wafa’ Bi Akhbari Daril Mustafa, vol 2, p 648 
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But the saint said to her, “Please raise your voice.” In this way, he gave 
her the impression that he was partly deaf so that she would think that 
he had not heard her passing wind. This made her feel much better. Due 
to his kind consideration and respect for her, he was referred to as “the 
deaf one” for the rest of his life.' 


A Word of Regret 

Sirri Saqti 24. was an illustrious student of Ma'rif Karkhi #:., the spiritual 
master of his time. Once a fire spread through Baghdad destroying many 
homes, but the house of Sirri Saqti »#:. was saved. When news of this 
reached him, he said, ‘Alhamdulillah’!’ in gratitude to Allah 3. 

He later, realised his mistake, and said, “I have been seeking Allah’s 
forgiveness for the past thirty years for saying ‘Alhamdulillah’ once. | 
regret what I had said on that day, when I desired goodness for myself 
above other people.” 


@ 


The lives of the pious resonate with the following Hadith of Nabi # : 


eo - oa Po ee ae 

ail NS gh EE BOIS 55 oak V5 aos Yo LON gt LO 

st ow wlis Sa tee ge ashes ag er cee 

«ELA op OLS oe BS He DI OBES ole oe OB el 
J pee, Fs v “= 

“A Muslim is a brother to another Muslim. He does not oppress 

him nor does he hand him over (to the enemy). Whoever fulfils the 


needs of his brother, Allah will fulfil his needs. Whoever removes 
discomfort from a Muslim, Allah will remove his discomforts on 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, p247 
2 All praise belongs to Allah. 
3 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 2, p 357 
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the Day of Qiyamah (Judgement). Whoever conceals the faults of a 
Muslim, Allah will conceal his faults on the Day of Qiyamah.”" 


Greed for Wealth 


person once came to Isa #8) and requested that he be allowed to 

stay in his company. ‘Isa #£! agreed. One day, they went out on a 

journey. While travelling, they reached the bank of a river, where 
they sat down to have a meal, consisting of three pieces of bread. Each 
ate a piece and one was left over. ‘Isa %# left his companion and went to 
the river to have a drink of water. When he returned, he found the bread 
missing. 

He asked his companion, “Who took the bread?” 

The companion replied, “I do not know.” They continued on their 
journey. 

A while later, they saw a gazelle with its two babies. ‘Isa 4! called one 
of the babies and it, miraculously, came to him. He slaughtered it, cooked 
its meat and they both ate from it. ‘Isa %#\ then instructed the animal that 
they had just eaten, to rise with the permission of Allah $s. It came back 
to life and went away. 

Tsa i now addressed his companion, “In the Name of that Being 
Who has shown you this sign, please tell me who took the bread?” 

Again the companion replied, “I do not know.” 

They continued on their journey until they arrived at a river. ‘Isa #1 
took his companion’s hand and walked over the surface of the water, 
miraculously. When they had crossed the river, ‘Isa **\ again asked, “In 
the Name of that Being Who has shown you this sign, please tell me who 
took the bread?” 


1 Bukhari 
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But the companion again replied, “I do not know.” 

They continued walking, until they arrived at an open piece of land, 
where they sat down. ‘Isa #4! took some sand in his hand and instructed 
it, “Turn into gold, with the permission of Allah!” Miraculously, it turned 
into pieces of gold. 

He then split it into three portions, saying, “A third will be mine, a 
third yours and the remaining third will go to the person who took the 
bread.” 

Quickly the companion replied, “I took the bread!” 

‘Isa #4) gave all the gold to him and left. As the man sat with the gold, 
two robbers attacked him and attempted to steal the gold from him. He 
convinced them not to kill him, and they finally agreed to split the gold 
three ways. As they were all hungry, the companion suggested that one of 
them should enter the city and buy some food. One of the robbers agreed 
to do so. 

On his way to the city, a thought struck him, “Why should I give any 
gold to the other two? I will add some poison to the food and kill both of 
them. All the gold will then be mine.” 

Meanwhile, the other two were also conspiring, “Why should we give 
our shares to him? When he returns, we will kill him and split the gold 
between us.” 

When the man returned, they killed him. The two then ate the food 
that had been mixed with the poison and died. 

‘Isa #4) happened to pass by, and saw the gold and the three men lying 
dead around it. He said to his companions, “Be careful of the world! This 


my 


is what it does to people. 


@ 


Love for wealth can drive a man to lie, steal, murder and flout the warning 
signs of Allah 4. 


& 


1 Hayatul Hayawan, vol 1, p 292 
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Young Girl Inspires a Scholar 


he book, ‘Dala’ilul Khairat’, was written by the pious saint and 

scholar, Shaikh Abi ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn Sulaiman al-Jazili 

aM, He grew up amongst the Berbers of North Africa in Soiis and 
later moved to Fez ,where he studied Fiqh and memorised the Mudawwana 
of Imam Malik s-. More than twenty thousand students learnt tafsir 
and Fiqh from him and many narrated Hadith from him. He was initiated 
into the Shadhili order of tasawwuf' and remained in solitary retreat for 
fourteen years. When he emerged, many people were attracted to him, 
and thousands repented from their lives of sin. 

One day, while he was travelling with his students, he arrived at a 
village close to Fez. The time for Zuhr Salah was coming to an end and 
they had no water to perform wudi’. They, finally, stumbled upon a well 
but there was no rope or bucket to draw the water. The Shaikh became 
worried that the Salah time would elapse and began circling the well 
anxiously. In the meanwhile, an eight year old girl was observing the 
proceedings from a nearby house. 

She called out, “O Shaikh, why the anxiety?” 

The Shaikh replied, “I am Muhammad ibn Sulaiman al-Jazili. The 
time of Zuhr is about to elapse and I have no water to perform wudi.” 

Surprised, the girl answered, “You are such a great personality. How 
can it be that you cannot do such a simple thing as draw water from a 
well? Wait, I will come to help you!” 

When the girl arrived, she spat into the well and the water began to 
gush forth on all four sides of the well. She then returned home. When 
the Shaikh had completed his Salah, he immediately went to the house of 
the little girl and knocked at the door. 

The little girl asked, “Who is it?” 


1 Asystem of reformation dealing with the purification of the soul. 
2 To wash oneself before Salah (prayer). 
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The Shaikh replied, “O beloved girl, by the oath of Allah, Who has 
created and guided you, and in the name of the prophets and Nabi 3, 
whose intercession you are hopeful of, please inform me how you have 
reached this lofty stage of piety.” 

The girl replied, “Had you not taken such a noble oath, I would never 
have informed you. I have reached this level by virtue of a certain duriid! 
which I recite regularly.” 

The Shaikh learnt the duriid from her and immediately felt a strong 
urge to compose a beautiful book on durtid. The work authored by him 
is called “Dala’ilul Khairat”. It has been printed and recited in many parts 
of the Muslim world, especially in the blessed cities of Makkah and 
Madinah.’ 

Shaikh Sulaiman al-Jaziili 2%: passed away while in sajdah (prostration) 
during Fajr Salah and was burried in Soiis. Seventy years after his death, 
his body was transferred from Soiis to another location in Morocco. 
Amazingly, his body was completely intact.? Allahu Akbar‘! May Allah 
reward him with the highest of stages in Jannah. 


Regular recitation of duriid elevates the status of the reciter and assists 
in overcoming obstacles. 


& 


1 Salutation upon Nabi %. 

2 Dalailul Khairat, Mugaddimah 

3 Sharh Dala’ilul Khairat Wa Mashariqul Anwar, p 1 
4 Allah is the Greatest. 
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The Great Mufassir - ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas #s 


In-depth Knowledge 
nce the king of Rome sent a letter with a number of questions 
O to Mu‘awiyah , who in turn asked ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas to 
respond. The answers provided by Ibn ‘Abbas #: are a reflection 
of his in-depth knowledge of the Qur’an and Ahadith. The questions and 
answers are as follows: 


Which are the five phrases most loved by Allah 38? 

Firstly, La’ilahd illallah', since no action is accepted by Allah 3% except 
if accompanied by the belief in L@ilahd illallah. 

Secondly, Subhanallah’, since this is the salutation of the creation to 
Allah 48. 

Thirdly, Alhamdulillah’, which is a phrase of appreciation. 

Fourthly, Allahu Akbar, which is the beginning phrase of Salah, ruki 
and sajdah (prostration). 

Fifthly, Lahowla wa la quwwata illa billah, which means that there is no 
power and might except in Allah 48. The king of Rome should understand 
the reason for this well! 


Which man and woman were the most esteemed servants of Allah 42? 

Adam si was the most esteemed male servant of Allah 4% because 
Allah 48 created him with His own Hands and taught him the names of 
things. The most esteemed female servant of Allah 3 was Maryam, the 
daughter of ‘Imran, because she guarded her chastity. 


What four things had a soul but were never in the womb of a mother? 


1 There is no deity worthy of worship besides Allah. 
2 Allah is pure from every blemish. 
3 All praise is due to Allah. 
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Adam #£\, Hawwa, the staff of Miisa 4) which turned into a serpent 
and the ram which was to be sacrificed in place of Isma‘ll *#!. 


Which grave moved around with its inmate? 
The fish that swallowed Yiinus *!, 


Which portion of the earth was exposed to the sun only once? 
The portion of the sea which split open for the Banu Isra'il to pass 
through. 


What is the status of the milky way? 
The milky way is one of the doors of the sky. 


what is the origin of the rainbow? 
It is a sign showing that after the people of Nuh ‘i, no other nation 
would be destroyed by drowning in a similar manner.’ 


Sound Understanding 
‘Umar ibn Khattab 2s used to permit ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 2 to sit in the 
discussions of the senior scholars amongst the Sahdbah .# even when he 
was young. Ibn ‘Abbas 4 narrates, “Umar used to make me sit with the 
elderly men who had fought in the battle of Badr. Some of them detested 
this, and said, ‘Why does this young boy sit with us, while our sons do 
not?’ 

‘Umar # replied, ‘This is because of his rank (his link with the fountain 
of prophetic knowledge)’ 

One day, ‘Umar 4 made me sit amongst them. In my opinion, he 
called me to show them a point. 

‘Umar # then asked them, ‘How do you interpret these words of 
Allah 38: 


cells ail parca 


“when the help of Allah and the conquest comes...” ’ (Stirah Nasr) 


1 AL-Ma’rifah Wat-Tarikh, vol 1, p 530; ‘Uydnul Akhbar 
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Some of them said, ‘We are ordered to praise Allah 4¢ and ask for His 
forgiveness when Allah’s help and the conquest comes to us. Others kept 
quiet and did not comment. 

‘Umar then asked me, ‘Do you say the same, O Ibn ‘Abbas?’ 

I replied, ‘No!’ 

He asked, ‘What do you say then?’ 

I replied, ‘It refers to the demise of Allah’s Nabi %. Allah said, “When 
the help of Allah 48 and the conquest comes,” it is a sign of your demise. 
“You should celebrate the praises of your Lord and seek His forgiveness 
as He is the One Who forgives.” ’ 

‘Umar then said, ‘My understanding of it is precisely as you have 
mentioned, ”! 


Blessed Link 
Once Nabi 48 pressed Ibn ‘Abbas .# against his blessed chest and said, 
ESN Ae Sui 
“O Allah, teach him the book (Qur’an).”? 
On another occasion, Ibn ‘Abbas # presented water to Nabi # after he 
had relieved himself. Nabi 3 was pleased with him and said, 
cll 5 aga gl 
“O Allah, grant him a thorough understanding of Islam.” 
Due to the du’a’ of Nabi 3%, Ibn ‘Abbas became the most knowledgeable 


Sahabi in the interpretation of the Qur’an. Other great Sahabah :&, like Ibn 
‘Umar # and Ibn Mas‘tid #s, often praised him. 


1 Bukhari 
2 Bukhari 
3 Bukhari 
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@ 


The enemies of Islam have studied the Qur’an and hadith thoroughly 
and are conversant with many of the finer points thereof. It is the 
responsibility of the Muslim Ummah to produce erudite scholars, 
who can provide adequate answers to the questions raised by critics. 


Morality versus Promiscuity 


ba Umamah narrates that a young man came to Nabi # and 
said, “O Prophet of Allah, grant me permission to commit zina 
(illicit sexual relations).” 
The people who were close by rebuked him, saying, “Stop! Stop!” 
But Nabi % said, “Leave him alone. Allow him to come closer.” 
The young man came forward and sat down close to Nabi %. Nabi # 
asked him, “Would you like this act (of zina) for your mother?” 
The young man replied, “No.” 
Nabi # said to him, “Neither do other people like it for their 
mothers.” 
Nabi % then asked him, “Would you like it for your daughter?” 
“No,” he replied. 
Nabi % said, “Neither do other people like it for their daughters.” 
Nabi # asked, “Would you like it for your sister?” 
“No,” he replied. 
Nabi # said, “Neither do other people like it for their sisters.” 
Nabi # asked, “Would you like it for your paternal aunt?” 
“No,” he answered. 
Nabi 3 said, “Neither do other people like it for their paternal 
aunts.” 
Nabi 3 asked, “Would you like it for your maternal aunt?” 
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“No,” he replied. 

Nabi % said, “Neither do other people like it for their maternal 
aunts.” 

Then Nabi % placed his blessed hand on the young man’s chest and 
said, “O Allah, forgive his sins, purify his heart and guard his chastity.” 

The young man was positively affected by the blessed words of Nabi %, 
and transformed his life for the better.’ 


This incident has been quoted by Ibn Kathir .2#&. in his commentary of 
the verse, 
OE SG a Os gree 
Dyew ely dtm G ols ai] US YS 
“Do not come close to zind. It is a great evil and a bad way.” 
(Stirah Isra’, verse 32) 


& 


When a man intends to commit zina with a woman, he should restrain 
himself by realising that she is somebody's mother, daughter, sister or 
aunt. Just as he desires honour, dignity and respect for women of his 
own family, he should similarly honour the dignity of other women. 
Nabi % beautifully demonstrated how advice should be offered. The 
nature of the question was grave indeed : permission was sought 
to commit such a major sin for which nothing less than death by 
stoning was the penalty. Nabi #, however, read the situation perfectly 
well, responded with kindness and won the heart of the young man. 


@ 


1 Mujamul Kabir Lit-Tabrani, vol 8, p 162; Shu‘bul Iman Lil-Baihaqi 
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The Qur’an - A Truly Remarkable Book 


Recite With Respect and Devotion 
t is narrated that before reciting the Qur’an, ‘Ikrimah ibn Abii Jahal + 
used to say, 


hak atid fe ‘ 
“This is the Word of my Lord!“ 


He would then fall down unconscious.’ 


How Much of Qur'an do the Pious Recite? 
History has preserved the biographies of the great Ulama’ so that the 
Ummah could derive motivation from their great feats. 

Imam Shafit 28. used to complete a recitation of the entire Qur'an 
every night. In Ramadan, he used to complete a recitation of the entire 
Qur’an during the day and one during the night. In this way, he would 
complete sixty recitations of the Qur'an. This was excluding the Qur'an 
he would recite in Salah. Abii Bakr ibn Haddad 4%. mentions that he too 
would try to exert himself in reciting the Qur’an, but the most he could 
manage was fifty-nine completions of the Qur’an.’ 

‘Urwa ibn Zubair #- used to recite a quarter of the Qur’an every 
day, while looking into it and he used to recite the same portion, while 
standing in Salah at night. He did this every single night, except one night 
when his leg had to be amputated. But the night thereafter, he resumed 
his normal habit.’ 


1 Faidhul Qadir, vol 4, p 515 
2 Tabaqat Ash-Shafi‘iyyah Al-Kubra, vol 3, p 81 
3 Tahdhibul Kamal Fi Asma’ir Rijal, vol.13, p 12 


62 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


Effect of Excessive Qur’anic Recitation 

The Qur’an will intercede for its reciter in the grave and will be heavy on 
the scales on the day of Qiyamah. For some of the pious, the nar (celestial 
light) of the Qur’an manifests itself in other ways. Nafi ibn Abii Nu‘aim 
mentions that after ghusl (ritual bath) had been given to the body of Abii 
Ja'far Yazid ibn al-Qa‘ga’ «#:., a qari (expert recitor of Qur’an) of Madinah, 
a page similar to that of the Qur’an could be seen between his neck and 
his chest. Those who witnessed this phenomenon had no doubt that this 
was due to the nar (celestial light) of the Qur’an.' 


Upon Completing the Qur’an 

When Anas ibn Malik used to complete the recitation of the entire 
Qur’an, he would gather his family and children and make a collective 
du‘a’.? 


& 


Recitation of the Qur'an is a noble deed, which draws the special mercy 
of Allah 4¢. 


Intense Trial of a Saint 


n Baghdad, the seat of the Islamic State, there was a well-known 

muhaddith’ by the name of Abii ‘Abdullah al-Andalus? .x*. He was 

a pious saint and twelve thousand disciples sat at his feet. He knew 
thirty thousand Ahadith by heart, and could recite the Qur’an in all the 
various modes of Qira’ah (recitation). 


1 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 6, p 275 
2 Mu‘jamul Kabir Lit Tabrani, vol 1, p 242; Majma‘uz Zawa'id 
3 Anexpert in the science of hadith. 
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Onone occasion, he was travelling onajourney accompanied by a large 
crowd of attendants, among whom were such outstanding personalities 
as Junaid Baghd&di .w%:, and Shaikh Shiblt 2:.. 

Shaikh Shibli »&, continues the story, “Our caravan was travelling 
along safely and comfortably with the grace of Allah, until we reached a 
village which appeared to be inhabited by Christians. Here, we stopped 
and searched for water, but could not find any. We went about the village 
and discovered that there were many churches, temples of sun-worship 
and synagogues. Some of the people worshipped idols and others prayed 
to the cross. We were amazed at their condition. 

We passed all this and reached the outskirts of the village, where we 
found a well from which some young girls were drawing water for people 
to drink. Amongst these girls, was one who was exceedingly beautiful. 
She wore a gold necklace around her neck. When Shaikh Abii ‘Abdullah 
saw her, the colour of his face changed and he asked the other girls who 
she was. 

They replied, ‘She is the daughter of the ruler of this village: 

The Shaikh asked, ‘But, why has her father dishonoured her, by 
ordering her to give people water to drink?’ 

The girls replied, ‘Her father has done this, so that she will be able to 
honour and serve her husband when she marries. He does not want her 
to become proud of her status. 

The Shaikh sat down with his head bent forward and remained silent. 
For three days, he did not eat or drink, He would only perform his Salah. 
His disciples and companions did not know what to do or say.” 

- Shaikh Shibl? 2. says, “I decided to speak to him. I approached him 
and said, ‘O Shaikh, your disciples and companions are perplexed at your 
silence for the past three days. Please address us. 

The Shaikh replied, ‘O people, know that my heart has been filled 
with love for the girl I saw the other day. It is not possible for me under 
any circumstances to leave from here. 

Shaikh Shibli 4s. replied, ‘Our leader, you are the spiritual guide of 
‘{raq! Your piety is known far and wide. Your disciples number over twelve 
thousand. By the sanctity of the noble Qur’an, do not bring disgrace to 
us and them.’ 
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The Shaikh replied, ‘O people, my lot has already been sealed by fate. 
1 am nothing. The cloak of sainthood has been removed from me and the 
signs of guidance have been taken away from me. Saying this, the Shaikh 
began weeping bitterly. 

‘Proceed and leave me alone!’ he instructed them. 

We were astonished. We begged Allah for His protection and cried 
until the land beneath our feet became wet with tears. We returned to 
Baghdad. 

When the people heard of our return, they arrived in large numbers 
at the outskirts of the city to meet the Shaikh. They realised that he was 
not with us and asked where he was. We related to them the entire story. 
Many of his disciples died out of grief when they heard of his condition. 
Others cried out of sorrow and disbelief. Many begged allah to guide 
the Shaikh to the right path and return him to them. All his places of 
instruction and preaching were shut down. 

We remained in this sad condition for an entire year. Finally, 1, 
together with a few companions, decided to visit the village again and 
find out how our Shaikh was doing. When we reached the village, we 
inquired about him and were informed that he was in the woods looking 
after pigs. 

We asked, ‘What has happened?’ 

We were informed that he had proposed to marry the girl. But, the 
girl’s father had refused, saying that her suitor had to meet certain 
conditions: he had to follow the Christian faith, become a servant in the 
church and look after pigs. The Shaikh had fulfilled all these conditions 
and was currently tending to the pigs. 

With broken hearts and tears streaming down our eyes, we proceeded 
to the woods in search of him. He was standing amongst the pigs. Around 
his waist, was a string of beads and on his head was the traditional 
Christian hat. He stood leaning on the staff that he used to lean on when 
delivering the sermon in the mihrab!! 


1 Refers to the semi-circular shaped area in front of a masjid, which is assigned to the 
Imam for leading Salah. 
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When he saw us, he bowed his head in shame. We drew closer and 
greeted, ‘Assalamu ‘Alaikum',’ 

He replied, ‘Wa ’Alaikumus Salam” ”. 

Shaikh Shibli says, “I then asked, ‘O Shaikh, what is all this? What has 
happened to you? What has become of all your knowledge and virtue?’ 

The Shaikh replied, ‘My dear friend and brothers, | am no longer in 
control. Whatever Allah has desired for me, has come to pass. I was once 
amongst His beloved ones. Now, He has cast me very far away from His 
door. O Beloved of Allah, beware of rejection and being distanced from 
Allah. O Beloved of Allah, beware of Allah’s wrath and separation from 
Him. 

Then turning towards the heavens, he said, ‘O my Lord, I never 
expected such treatment from You.’ Then he began to cry out to Allah.” 

Shaikh Shibli 2, says, “I also beseeched Allah, ‘Only from You do we 
seek help. Upon You only do we rely. By Your grace, remove this difficulty 
from us! We have been overcome. Only You can save us!’”” 

Shaikh Shibli 4: says, “I thought Qiyamah had come. The Shaikh 
continued to cry uncontrollably. 

We said to him, ‘Shaikh, why do you not return with us to Baghdad?’ 

The Shaikh replied, ‘How can I? I have to see to the pigs, although I 
once saw to the hearts of men!’ 

I asked the Shaikh, ‘You were a hafiz’ of the Qur’an and could recite 
the seven modes of Qira’ah. Do you remember anything of the Qur’an?’ 

The Shaikh answered, ‘I have forgotten everything except two verses 
of the Qur'an: 


ea en a ae ee 
LETT JAS ail OL @ Se ge SS et ot 
“He Whom Allah disgraces, none can grant him honour. Allah does 
as He wishes.” (Sirah Haj, verse 18) 


1 Peace be upon you! 
2 And peace be upon you too! 
3 One who has memorised the entire Qur'an. 


66 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


And, secondly, the verse, 


Sy ve fe ovr - pees Sys bs 
Soild ojo J 3B OLY HSI 55 

“He who chooses kufr (disbelief) over iman (faith) has certainly 
gone astray.” ’ (Sirah Baqarah, verse 108) 


I asked, ‘You knew thirty thousand Ahadith of Nabi 3%. Do you still 
remember any of them?’ 
He answered, ‘Only one, 


ry Pye gL 


2 BU Ayo Jas 3 
“One who leaves his faith, kill him!” ’ 


Amazed at his condition, we left the Shaikh and headed for Baghdad. 
After we had walked for three days, we suddenly saw the Shaikh in front 
of us. He was emerging from a river, wherein he had just completed 
washing his entire body. In a loud voice, he proclaimed the shahadah: ‘I 
bear witness that there is none worthy of worship besides Allah and 1 
bear witness that Nabi 38 is His messenger: 

We could not control our joy and happiness when we saw him. He 
asked us for some pure clothing, which he then wore and performed 
Salah. We expressed our gratitude to Allah for returning him to us and 
asked him what had happened. 

He replied, ‘When you left me, I turned to Allah with my former love 
and affection for Him and cried, “O my Protector, I am a sinner and a 
transgressor.” Allah forgave me and showered His mercy upon me’ 

We asked him, ‘But, why were you put through such an intense 
trial?’ , 

The Shaikh replied, ‘When we arrived at the village and saw the 
temples, synagogues and churches, I thought to myself how insignificant 
those people were, compared to somebody like me, who believed in one 
Allah and worshipped Him only. At that moment, I heard a voice from 
within me saying, “The Iman you have, is not due to your own goodness 
in any way. If you so wish, we will make this manifest to you at this very 


67 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


moment.” Immediately, | felt as if something left my heart. That was my 
Iman leaving me. ” 

Shaikh Shibli says, “We were overjoyed. Our caravan arrived in 
Baghdad with great joy. The Shaikh’s places of teaching and preaching 
were reopened. In a short while, his students numbered over forty 
thousand. Allah 4é granted him his former knowledge of the Qur’an and 
Hadith and blessed him with further knowledge.”! 


@ 


Allah 4 subjects his close servants to the most intense trials. 


~ 


One should never consider oneself superior to others and despise them. 
iman is the greatest gift that Allah 46 bestows upon a person. One should 
value and protect it zealously at all times. 


~ 


Allah 3& forgives the one who repents, no matter how grave the sin. 


Paying More than the Seller Asks 


arir ibn ‘Abdullah narrates that he pledged allegiance to Nabi # 
regarding the establishing of Salah, discharging of zakah’ and giving 
good counsel to every Muslim. Just how perfectly he practised on this 
olden advice of Nabi 3, can be understood from the following incident: 
Jarir 4 instructed his servant to purchase a horse on his behalf. 
The servant purchased one for three hundred dirhams. He brought it, 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, p 265 
2 An obligatory charity of a fixed amount. It is one of the five pillars of Islam. 
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together with it’s owner, to Jarir 4 so that payment could be made. But, 
Jarir 4+ said to the owner, “Your horse is worth more than three hundred 
dirhams. Would you not like to sell it to me for four hundred dirhams?” 

The owner replied, “That is up to you.” 

Jarir 4 again said, “But, your horse is worth more than four hundred 
dirhams. Would you not like to sell it to me for five hundred dirhams?” 

The owner replied, “That is up to you.” 

In this way, Jarir 4 continued increasing the price by a hundred 
dirhams and the owner expressed his approval to sell it at the revised 
price each time. Finally, Jarir 4 suggested eight hundred dirhams and 
bought it from the owner at that price. 

When he was asked why he had done this, he replied, “I have sworn 
allegiance to Nabi # that I will give good counsel to every Muslim.”! 


& 


Jarir # felt that the owner was selling the horse for less than it was 

worth. He had understood his pledge of allegiance to Nabi % to mean 

that he could not derive undue benefit from a fellow Muslim. In doing so, 
he happily paid more than double the original price of the horse. 


When the Fire did not Burn 


The story of Ibrahim 2 
he Qur’4n mentions that Ibrahim %) invited Nimriid and his 
followers to accept the truth of the Oneness of Allah, but they 
refused. Instead they built a huge furnace with the intention of 
burning Ibrahim *4i to death. Historical narrations mention that firewood 


1 Mujamul Kabir Lit-Tabrani, vol 2, p 334; Sharh An-Nawawi ‘Ala Muslim 
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was collected for a period of one month and the fire was lit and kindled 
for seven days. The flames were so huge, that birds flying overhead would 
fall into the fire and perish due to its intensity. People could not even 
go in close proximity to it. They were about to abandon their plan, but 
Shaitan gave them the idea of catapulting Ibrahim %# into the fire. As he 
was about to be thrown in, Jibra’il #4) came to him and asked whether he 
needed any help. 

Ibrahim #4i replied, “I need help, but not from you. Allah is sufficient 


for me.” 
Allah 4 mentions: 


Oo oS St ees P ge 5 ot 
cal de USG5 BH G5 500 
“We (Allah) said: ’0 fire! Be cool and peaceful for Ibrahim.” 
(Stirah Ambiya’, verse 69) 


By the command of Allah 4, the strings that had been tied to Ibrahim 
#8) were burnt, but he was not at all harmed. In fact, Ibrahim *#! later 
remarked, “I never experienced such peace and comfort in my entire life, 
as those seven days which I spent in the fire.”! 


The story of Abii Muslim Khawlani 4%. 
A similar amazing incident occurred to a righteous person by the name 
of Abii Muslim Khawlani %.. It was during the time when Aswad ‘Anasi, 
the false prophet, claimed prophethood in Yemen. 

He called Abi Muslim Khawlani 2 and asked him, “Do you believe 
that Nabi % is a prophet of Allah?” 

Abii Muslim 22. replied in the affirmative. 

Aswad ‘Anasi then asked, “Do you believe that | am a prophet of 
Allah?” 

Abii Muslim «&- replied in the negative. Aswad ‘Anasi then ordered 
that a huge fire be lit and that he be thrown therein. This was accordingly 


1 Ma‘ariful Qur'an, vol 6, p 33-38 
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done, but by the mercy of Allah 4¢, the fire did not harm Abii Muslim 
Khawlani 2%. 

People then advised Aswad ‘Anasi, “If you leave Abi Muslim Khawlani 
to live here, he will cause more trouble.” 

The pious man was forced to leave Yemen and he set off for Madinah. 
It was during the period shortly after the demise of Nabi %, when Abii 
Bakr 4 was the Khalifah. When Abi Muslim 2. reached Masjidun- 
Nabawi, he tied his conveyance and began performing Salah close to a 
pillar in the masjid. 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 2s saw him in the masjid and asked Abi 
Muslim #, “Where are you from?” 

Abii Muslim %:. replied, “I am from Yemen.” 

‘Umar continued, “What is the story of the companion of ours who 
was thrown into a fire by the enemy of Allah (Aswad ’Anasi) but was not 
harmed?” 

Abii Muslim 3. replied, “That was a person by the name of ‘Abdullah 
ibn Thawb.” 

But ‘Umar asked, “Is that not your name?” 

“Yes,” replied Abi Muslim «%:.. 

‘Umar -# was so taken aback, that he kissed Abi Muslim «*:. on his 
forehead and took him to meet Abi Bakr s. ‘Umar then remarked, “All 
praise be to Allah Who gave me the opportunity to see a person from the 
Ummah of Nabi 8, who had an ordeal similar to that of Ibrahim %8.”" 


& 


Allah 46 is in complete control of everything. He can remove the burning 
quality of fire, if He so wishes, and thereby protect those who obey Him. 


& 


1 Al-Istrab Fi Ma'rifatil Ashab, vol 4, p 320; Tahdhibut Tahdhib, vol 12, p 236; Hilyatul 
Awliya’ 


71 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


Imam Abii Yisuf’s as. Last Moments 


brahim ibn Jarrah says, “I came to visit Imam Abi Yusuf 2#:- during 

his final illness. He was extremely weak, but managed to open his eyes 

and look at me. He then asked, ‘O Ibrahim, is it better for a person 
performing haj to stone the jamarat' while on foot or on a conveyance?’ 

I replied, ‘On foot. 

He answered, ‘That is incorrect.’ 

I then replied, ‘On a conveyance, 

Again he replied, ‘That is incorrect. 

He then explained the correct answer himself, ‘If after pelting one 
remains to make du‘a’, then it would be better to be on foot. But, if after 
pelting one does not remain to make du‘a’, then it would be better to be 
on a conveyance.’ 

I rose to leave, but I had not even reached the door of his home, when 
I heard the women of the household cry out that he had passed away. Had 
there been anything more beloved to him than discussing the knowledge 
of Islam, he would surely have engaged in it at this critical time of distress 
and sadness.” 


@ 


Imam Abii Yisuf «#. was one of those illustrious scholars who sacrificed 
his entire life in the service of Islam. Together with his distinguished 
teacher, Imam Abi Hanifah «=, and others like Imam Muhammad #2: 
and Imam Zufar s*:-, they meticulously applied their minds to the study of 
the Qur’an and Sunnah in order to extract rules and regulations governing 
all aspects of life. They would spend hours, days, weeks and even months, 
debating and discussing intricate matters of Fiqh in order to codify the 


1 The stone pillars which are stoned as part of haj. 
2 Al-Jawahirul Mudiyyah vol 1, p 76; Al-Bahrur Ra’iq, Fathul Qadir 
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Hanaft school of thought. The other Imams of Figh, like Imam ShafiT 22,, 

Imam Malik sand Imam Ahmad 4s, were, similarly, great men of piety, 

sincerity and knowledge. It is through their sacrifices and efforts that the 

Muslim Ummah has a simplified code of law with regard to Salah (prayer), 

zakah (charity), haj (pilgrimage), sawm (fasting), buyi’‘ (transactions), and 

so on. May Allah 4 reward all the Imams of Fiqh for their endeavours and 
fill their graves with His special mercy! 


A Woman Who Spoke from the Qur'an for Forty 
Years 


bdullah ibn al-Mubarak %- mentions that he was on his way 
to perform haj and ziydrah of Nabi 3. While en route, he came 
across an old woman who was sitting all alone. She was dressed 


in a woollen cloak and veil. The following fascinating dialogue ensued 
between them: 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “Assalamu ‘alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh.” 
The woman: 
o3¢ 


(tI I 8 V3 ee 


“Salam (peace) - a word from the Lord (Allah), Most Merciful.” 
(Stirah Yasin, Verse 58) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubdarak: “May Allah have mercy on you. What are you 
doing here all alone?” 
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The woman: 


ge cg te os 2 
4 sols 1 abl pes or 
“Whosoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him.” 
(Stirah Aa'raf, Verse 186) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (From this I understood that she was lost). 
“Where do you intend going?” 


The woman: 


BV tell pt a Ge Wott ol gil oe 
“Glorified be He Who took His slave for a journey by night from 
Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah) to Masjid al-Aqsd (in Palestine).” 
(Sirah Isra, Verse 1) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (I realised that she had completed her haj and 
was now heading for Baitul Maqdis). “How long have you been in this 


place?” 
The woman: 
CoS Ee 
“Three full nights.” (Sirah Maryam, Verse 10) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “I do not see any food with you. What have you 
been eating?” 


The woman: 


were 2 : SF 
Crians.9 _sanlan 98 
“And it is He Who feeds me and gives me to drink.” 
(Sirah Shu‘ara’, Verse 79) 
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “With what have you been making wuda?” 


The woman: 
gO BERL Sire aie SR er 
Ub Mace | yaad ole tyad os 


“And if you find no water, then perform tayammum with clean 
earth.” (Sirah Nisa’, Verse 43) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “I have some food with me. Would you like to 
eat?” 


The woman: 


Jb dt pein al 
“Then complete your fast till nightfall.” (Sirah Baqarah, Verse 187) 


“Abdullah ibn al-Mubdrak: “But this is not Ramadan!” 


The woman: 
S y,- 23T a07 rere ee 
Ale 548 Gobi yd 
“And whoever does good voluntarily, it is better for him.” 
(Sarah Bagarah, Verse 184) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “It is permissible for us to break the fast while 
on a journey.” 


The woman: 


a sror 32? pet Wraktae a pe tee 
Opals p25 0] pS pe lye pai uly 
“And that you fast is better for you if only you know.” 
(Stirah Bagarah, Verse 184) 
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “Why do you not speak like I do?” 


The woman: 
Co “OMe! $ ae 
de 4 +o Saal, 
BE Cd) Se) Yh 98 ce Healy 


“Not a word does he utter, but there is a watcher by him ready (to 
record it).” (Sirah Qaf, Verse 18) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubdrak: “Which tribe are you from?” 


The woman: 
Bet on be oid eee, Oe Ce ape Peal 
NGA pas AAAI Of ole a HU Gad le as V5 
Ter Pa Sts 
Vo jew as OlS LY yl ds 
“And follow not that of which you have no knowledge. Verily, 


the hearing and the sight and the heart of each of those will be 
questioned (by Allah).” (Stirah Isra’, Verse 36) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “I have made a mistake. Please forgive me!” 


The woman: 


PR Cia UES cae 
oS ail Fis edt SE CE SY 
“No blame on you this day. May Allah forgive you.” 
(Sirah Yiisuf, Verse 92) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “Would you like to mount my camel and meet 
up with your caravan?” 
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The woman: 


o Fe, 


dik 5 ji au; 


“And whatever good you do Allah knows it.” 
(Stirah Bagarah, Verse 197) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubdarak: (I made my camel kneel down). 


The woman: 
: jones ts 44% 8 
pr staal Se lis One ga 3 
“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze.” (Surah Nir, Verse 30) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (I lowered my gaze from her). “Mount the 
camel.” 


As she proceeded to mount, the camel jerked suddenly and her clothes 
were torn in the process. 


The woman: 


3 m se 2 4 S a be 
Sebel CES (Gd Canes ope pS LOIS 
“And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your 
hands have earned.” (Siirah Shird, Verse 30) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “Wait until I tie the camel. Then you may 
mount it.” 


The woman: 


SUL Beg 
“And we made Sulaiman understand.” (Sirah Ambiyd’, Verse 79) 
‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (So, I tied the camel). “Now, mount!” 
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The woman: (After mounting) 
os og 9 oF ve t- eg og aad oF 
oy pie SUS 5G WS iI OLA 
ae ae a ae ae 
Osdel ly; SUL, 
“Glory be to Him Who has subjected this to us and we could never 


have accomplished it. And verily to our Lord we are to return.” 
(Sirah Zukhruf, Verse 13) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubirak: (I took hold of the reins and began to lead the 
camel swiftly. I began shouting to make it go faster). 


The woman: 


- 3 o Je gw tee ate Le bs “ 
“Be moderate in your walking and lower your voice.” 
(Sirah Lugman, Verse 19) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (I began to walk slowly and I sang some verses 
of poetry). 


The woman: 
ee Pt gt ee Age 
ol al ct pod ly 5 pb 
“Recite as much of the Qur'an as may be easy for you.” 


(Sirah Muzzammil, Verse 20) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubiarak: “You have been granted great bounties (from 
Allah).” 
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The woman: 


og 8 AG as 


COMI TY sau; 
“But none remember except men of understanding.” 


(Sirah Baqarah, Verse 269) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (After I had walked a short distance). “Do you 
have a husband?” 


The woman: 


ate yr, 2-3 helen ee ©) Bes ‘ Ae 
pS pI AS of olsh BE 1 SUS YL aT 5. tet 
“Oyou who believe, ask not of things, which if they were made known 
unto you, would give you trouble.” (Sirah Ma’idah, Verse 101) 


“Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (I kept quiet and did not speak until we reached 
her caravan). “Here is the caravan. Do you know anybody in it?” 


The woman: 
of “0 $, - eet aa 
Gall GH 25 os JU 


“Wealth and children are an adornment of the life of this world.” 
(Stirah Kahf, Verse 46) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (I realised that she had children). “What type 
of work do they do?” 
The woman: 
bi86 6 pede DUES 
“And landmarks and by the stars they guide themselves.” 
(Sirah Nahl, Verse 16) 
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubdrak: (I realised that they were guides for the caravan. 
1 led her to the tents). “Here are the tents. Are your sons here?” 


The woman: 
de et 


WE cal’ dl 5215 
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<? es ae ee ae 
“And Allah took Ibrahim as a friend.” (Sirah Nisa’, Verse 125) 
“and Allah spoke directly to Masa.” (Sitrah Nisa’, Verse 164) 
“O Yahya! Hold fast to the Scripture.” (Sirah Maryam, Verse 12) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: (I called out) “O Ibrahim, Misa, Yahya!” 


Soon a group of young men, handsome as the moon, were standing before 


me. 
The woman: (When everyone was seated). 
Be oe EIS eh a, pe Cet e Pele 
Ul a Syl Sf ode pSG yy, PSs ll ud 
gos 8 Fate eee 
ain By pS Ulab 55 
“Now send one of you with this silver coin of yours to the city, and let 
him find which is the pure good food there and bring some of that to 


you.” (Sirah Kahf, Verse 19) 


One of them went out, bought food and placed it before me. 
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The woman: 


ADE ALY G patel Ly Ka Ly 35 Is 
“Eat and drink at ease for that which you sent on before you in the 
past days.” (Sirah al-Haqqah, Verse 24) 


‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: “Your food is not acceptable for me to consume 
until you tell me her story.” 

The sons answered, “This is our mother. For the past forty years she 
has not spoken except from the Qur’an, out of fear that she might utter 
something that is incorrect thereby drawing the anger of Allah.” 


“Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: 


ral 
“This is the grace of Allah which He bestows to whom He pleases. 
And Allah is the Owner of great bounty.” (Sirah Jumu‘ah, verse 4)! 


2 Saee 2 


3% a - ‘ i] 
| 93 aly Ly oye a5 $2 abl fad AUS 


& 


This pious woman was undoubtedly very knowledgeable regarding 

the Qur’an. She knew the appropriate verses for every occasion and 

discussion that had occurred for forty years of her life. Her control over 

her tongue was astounding, considering that it takes immense patience 

and perseverance to reach a stage where one’s words consist of only 
Qur’anic verses. 


& 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, p 100 
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Wisdom Conquers 


Amazing Insight 
nce the grandsons of Nabi #, Hasan # and Husain 4, saw an 
elderly man performing wudi at the banks of the Euphrates 
River. The man hastened through the wudi and Salah, omitting 
the sunnah .! Hasan # and Husain - wanted to teach the man the correct 
method, but they feared that he, being old, might feel embarrassed if his 
error was pointed out by them. 

They approached him and said, “We are young while you are an 
elderly man with lots of experience. You know how to make wudii and 
Salah better than we do. We would like to perform wudi and Salah in your 
presence and would appreciate your feedback regarding our errors.” 

Thereafter, they proceeded to perform wudii according to the sunnah 
method. When the elderly man observed this, he realised his error and 
rectified himself henceforth.’ 


Avoid the Shame 

Maulana Shah ‘Abdul Qadir a was a scholar who used to teach Hadith. 
On one occasion, a student in an impure state, came to his class without 
performing the obligatory ghusl (ritual bath). 

Maulana came to know that he was in need of ghusl and, accordingly, 
instructed, “Today we will not have any lessons as I have a desire to swim 
in the Jamna River.” 

All the students joined their teacher and proceeded for a swim. In the 
process, all of them, including the student who was impure, performed 
ghusl in the river. 

Thereafter, the teacher said, “Let us return to our lessons. Why should 
we allow any time to go to waste?” 


1 The method practised and endorsed by Nabi 3. 
2 Tarashe, p 115 
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Kind Manners 
One day, a person attended a lecture delivered by Maulana Shah ‘Abdul 
Qadir «#:.. Unfortunately, his trousers were beneath his ankles. After 
the talk, Maulana asked him to remain behind. He was afraid that he 
would be taken to task, but Maulana said to him, “I have a weakness. My 
trousers sometimes hang below my ankles. In a Hadith, it is mentioned 
that a person whose trousers are beneath his ankles, will burn in the 
fire of Jahannam (hell). 1 fear that 1 would be punished in this way. Please 
check if my trousers are beneath my ankles.” 

The person replied, “How can this be your weakness? Rather, it is my 
weakness. Today, I sincerely repent from this wrong.”! 


@ 


Kindness and wisdom are the cornerstones of encouraging good and 
forbidding evil. 


Acid Test of Wealth 


bi Hurairah 4 narrates that he heard Nabi %# saying, “Allah 

decided to test three people from the Bani Isra’il: a leper, a bald- 

headed man and a blind man. So, He sent an angel to them. The 
angel first came to the leper and asked, ‘What would you like most?’ 

The leper replied, ‘I would like to have a pleasant complexion and 
attractive skin and | would prefer that this ailment, because of which 
people dislike me, be removed from me’ 

The angel touched him and his illness was cured. He was given a 
pleasant complexion and attractive skin. 


1 Hadrat Thanwi ke Pasandidah Waqiat, p 134 
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The angel then asked him, ‘What type of wealth do you like best?’ 

He replied, ‘Camels or cows. 

So he was given a pregnant she-camel and the angel said to him, ‘May 
Allah grant you blessings herein!’ 

The angel then went to the bald-headed man and asked, ‘What would 
you like most?’ 

The bald-headed man answered, ‘I would like beautiful hair and | 
would prefer that this baldness, because of which people dislike me, be 
removed from me.’ 

The angel touched him and his baldness was removed. He was granted 
beautiful hair. 

The angel then asked him, ‘What type of wealth do you like best?’ 

He replied, ‘Cows. 

The angel gave him a pregnant cow and said, ‘May Allah grant you 
blessings herein!’ 

The angel then went to the blind man and asked, ‘What would you 
like best?’ 

The blind man replied, ‘I would like that Allah restore my eyesight so 
that I may see people’ 

The angel touched him and Allah restored his eyesight. 

The angel then asked him, ‘What type of wealth do you like best?’ 

He replied, ‘Sheep. So, he was given a pregnant sheep. 

After some time, all the three pregnant animals gave birth to young 
ones, and they in turn gave birth to others. Soon, each of the three men 
had a valley full of camels, cows and sheep respectively. 

Now the angel, disguised as a human, but in the guise of a leper, went 
to the man who had been a leper and asked, ‘I am a poor man and have 
lost my means of livelihood during the course of my journey. None can 
assist me except Allah and then you. I ask you in the Name of that Being 
Who has given you such a beautiful complexion, skin and wealth to give 
me a camel so that I may reach my destination. 

The man replied, ‘I have many obligations’ 

The angel said, ‘I think I know you. Were you not a leper whom people 
disliked? Were you not a poor man and Allah granted you wealth?’ 

He replied, ‘I inherited this wealth from my forefathers. 
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The angel said, ‘If you are telling a lie, may Allah return you to your 
former condition!’ 

Then the angel, disguised as a human, but in the guise of a bald 
man, went to the man who was bald and made the same request. He too, 
answered in the same manner as the leper before him. 

The angel said, ‘If you are telling a lie, may Allah return you to your 
former condition!’ 

Then the angel, disguised as a blind man, went to the man who was 
blind and said, ‘I am a poor man and a traveller whose means of livelihood 
has been lost during my journey. Nobody can help me, except Allah and 
then you. I ask you in the Name of that Being Who has given you back 
your eyesight, to give me a sheep, so that I may complete my journey, 

The man replied, ‘Most certainly, I was blind and Allah restored my 
eyesight. Take anything you wish from my wealth. By Allah, I will not 
stop you from taking any of it, for the pleasure of Allah. 

The angel replied, ‘Keep your wealth! You three were tested. Allah is 


7994 


pleased with you and angry with your two companions. 


8 


Unfortunate are those who deny the bounties of Allah 4¢ and glad tidings 
to those who are grateful and appreciative. 


~~ 


Spending on the poor, for Allah’s 4g pleasure, brings great rewards while 
miserliness drives a person to lie and deny the bounties of Allah. 


& 


1 Bukhari and Muslim 
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Honesty Beyond Measure 


| mar ibn Khattab #: used to walk the streets of Madinah at night 


to attend to the needs of his subjects. Once, he came across a 

woman, who was asking her daughter to mix water with milk so 
that they could increase their profits. The young girl refused, saying that 
the Khalifah', ‘Umar #, had passed an order forbidding such a dishonest 
practice. When the mother replied that the Khalifah would not come to 
know about it, the girl responded that Allah was omnipresent, whether 
the Khalifah was present or not. ‘Umar 4 was so pleased with the reply, 
that he asked his son, ‘Asim, to marry the girl. ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 2%, 
who later became the just ruler of the Muslim empire, was born from this 
union.’ 


Honesty and integrity are the backbones of a morally sound society. 


Justice of Islam Wins Hearts 


Ummayad dynasty by means of a truce with the local inhabitants. 
Later, in 96 Hijri, during the reign of Walid ibn ‘Abdul Malik, it was 
again conquered by Qutaiba ibn Muslim ..4:.. This second conquest took 


S amarqand was conquered by Sa‘id ibn ‘Uthman 34: during the 


1 Asuccessor or Muslim head of state. 
2 Saviours of Islamic Spirit, vol. 1, p 18 
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place against the spirit of Islam, as the existing truce was broken and it 
was occupied without any warning of an attack. According to the Qur’an, 
Muslims are prohibited from waging war against a nation with whom a 
peace treaty is in place. 

The inhabitants accepted the conquest reluctantly, fearing retaliation 
from the Muslims. When ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 4. became the Khalifah 
in the year 99 Hijri, his reputation for justice and dislike for oppression 
reached the non-Muslims of Samarqand. They sent a delegation to him 
complaining of the unjust conquest of their city. The Khalifah wrote to 
Sulaiman ibn Abii Sarh, the governor of Samargand, instructing him to 
appoint a judge to settle the case. 

The judge called for witnesses from the army of Qutaibah ibn 
Muslim ,w4:,., who testified that the Muslim general had indeed broken 
the truce and attacked without warning. His judgement was that the 
Muslim army, under the command of Qutaiba 4, had to immediately 
leave Samarqand. He further instructed all the Muslims, who had 
entered Samargand after the conquest, to also leave and commanded a 
return to the truce that had existed at the time of the first conquest. 

The verdict shocked the inhabitants of Samarqand as they had never 
expected justice of this magnitude. The command of the judge, instructing 
the Muslims to leave Samarqand after they had established themselves 
in the area for seven years, displayed the overwhelming justice of Islam. 
They immediately convened amongst themselves and sent a delegation 
to the governor, informing him of their pleasant surprise at the verdict 
in their favour. They waived their right and asked the Muslims to remain 
in Samargand, as they were convinced that the Muslims were not a 
threat to them. This event caused many of the non-Muslim inhabitants 
of Samarqand to accept Islam.} 


1 Futihul Buldan, p 593 
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Islam promotes equity and justice. Oppression and prejudice can never 
be condoned. 


A Pious Couple 


pious man, by the name of Shah ibn Shuja Kirmani 2%, 

abandoned his kingship and adopted the path of self-reformation. 

He received a proposal for his daughter from another ruler, but 
rejected it. Upon seeing a poor, pious young man offering Salah in a 
beautiful manner, he married her to him instead. When she arrived at the 
home of her husband, she noticed a dry piece of bread which was hidden 
in a water-pot and asked, “What is this?” 

The young man replied, “This is the left-over food from last night. I 
have kept it so that I may begin my fast with it.” Upon hearing this, she 
turned to leave. 

The young man remarked, “I knew from the outset that a king’s 
daughter would not be happy with my poverty.” 

The girl answered, “I am not displeased with your poverty, rather, 
that you do not have trust in Allah. I am surprised, as my father informed 
me that you were a virtuous young man. How can a person, who does not 
place his trust in Allah, be virtuous and pious?” 

The young man apologised, but she said to him, “I do not want to hear 
apologies. Either I or the bread remains in this house.” He immediately 
gave the bread out in charity and she stayed with him.' 


1 Karamate Awliya’, p 159 
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@ 


While the piety of the wife was of an exceedingly tall order, the moral 

of the anecdote is of key importance: marriage partners chosen for their 

piety and virtue, draw one closer to Allah 3g, while those chosen only for 
wealth, beauty or status can easily lead one astray. 


Islam Overcomes Pagan Culture 


fter the Muslims conquered Egypt in 20 Hijri, a delegation of the 

local community approached the Muslim governor, ‘Amr ibn al- 

‘As 4, to discuss an important matter. According to custom the 
river Nile demanded a human sacrifice every year. On the 12th night of 
June, a virgin girl was dressed up as a bride and thrown into the river. It 
was believed that if this was not done, the river would dry up. ‘Amr ibn al- 
‘As 4 immediately answered that Islam opposed all superstitious rituals. 
Months passed and the river began drying. People began migrating due 
to the lack of water. ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 2 wrote to the Khalifah ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattab 4 seeking his advice. 

‘Umar # replied, “You have done the right thing because Islam 
opposes all rituals of ignorance. | am sending you a note, which you 
should drop into the river.” 

The note was addressed to the river. It read, “From the servant of 
Allah, Amir al-Mu'minin, to the Nile of Egypt. If you had been flowing on 
your own accord, you may stop flowing. But, if it is Allah, the Almighty, 
who makes you flow, then we ask Him to make you flow.” 
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‘Amr ibn al-‘As 2 dropped the letter into the Nile and the next 
morning, the Nile started flowing again. It miraculously rose sixteen 
zirahs (arms-lengths) in a single night.! 


& 


The conviction and faith of the Sahabah & was such, that they would 
never give preference to an un-Islamic custom, no matter how strong the 
pressure against them was. 

The entire universe is in the control of Allah 4¢ and intelligent are those 
who turn to Allah 4¢ for their needs. 


Compassion for Creation 


Return the Chicks 
bn Mas‘ud # narrates, “We were once on a journey with Nabi %. 
He left us for a short while and a small bird with two chicks, drew 
our attention. We took away the chicks and when the mother bird 
returned she began to flutter her wings in uneasiness. 
When Nabi 3 returned and noticed this, he asked, ‘Who has caused 
distress to this bird by removing her chicks? Return her chicks to her!’” 


Fustat - The Tent City 
During the conquest of Egypt, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 4, a Muslim commander, 
received the go-ahead from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab # to conquer Alexandria. 


1 Ibn Kathir, al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah, vol. 7, p 100 
2 Abu Dawid 
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As he issued the command for his tent be pulled down, he noticed that a 
pigeon had laid eggs in a corner of the tent. 

He commanded, “Leave the tent standing until the eggs have hatched 
and the young birds can fly away on their own.” 

He appointed a person to guard the nest so that no harm would befall 
the pigeon and her eggs. ‘Amr # himself proceeded to Alexandria and 
remained engaged there for six months. When Allah granted the Muslims 
victory, he returned to his original tent and established the city of Al- 
Fustat’ close to it.’ 


@ 


Islam places great emphasis on kindness and respect for all of Allah’s 3¢ 
creation. 


~~ 


The Sahabah &. reached the pinnacle of glory and greatness because they 

meticulously followed the teachings of Nabi 3. By giving preference 

to a way of life that is diametrically opposed to this blessed Sunnah 

of Nabi #, the Muslims can never reach such heights. When they will 

once again adopt Makkah as their qiblah’, instead of Hollywood and 

Bollywood, will Muslims regain their former glory and earn the respect 
of the world. 


8 


1 Fustdat means tent in Arabic. Today the city is part of the ‘Old Egypt’ district in Cairo. 
It would be of interest to the reader to note that none of the English encyclopedias, 
consulted under the topic of Fostat or Fustat, recorded the incident of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 4 
and the pigeon. This is because Western scholars have not studied the Arabic sources of 
knowledge comprehensively and open-mindedly in the course of their research. It is for 
this reason that the majority of history books and documentaries compiled by Western 
authors are incomplete. Arabic and Islamic history has great depth for the seeker of true 
knowledge. Those who shut their eyes will forever remain blind. 

2 Mu‘jamul Buldan, vol 4, p 263 

3 Direction of prayer. 
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Sincere Man seeks Divine Reward 


he Muslims were collecting their booty, after their victory in 
the Battle of Mada’in. One of them brought something he had 


found and deposited it with the treasurer. It was so valuable, that 
those who saw it, were astounded. They had never seen such a priceless 
treasure before. They questioned him, “Are you sure you have not held 
back a part of it?” 

“By Allah,” he replied, “had | wished, I could have seized it altogether 
and you would not have known.” 

This straightforward reply made a deep impression on them and they 
realised that this was no ordinary man. They begged him to disclose his 
identity, but he declined. 

He said, “I cannot tell you my name because you will then praise me, 
whereas all praise belongs to Allah. 1 am content with what He bestows 
as a reward.” 

When he had departed, they sent a man after him to find out who he 
was. They learnt that his name was ‘Amir and he was from the tribe of 


‘Abdi-Qais.' 
& 


The great luminaries of Islam were honest in their dealings and sincere 
in their actions. They were motivated by Allah’s 48 pleasure and did not 
aspire for name and fame. 


& 


1 Tarikh At-Tabari, vol 4, p 16 
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The Qur'an is Divinely Protected 


a’miin Ar-Rashid, a Muslim Khalifah, used to host religious 

gatherings, wherein Muslim scholars discussed various issues. 

On one such occasion, a Jew entered the discourse. He was 
notably well-dressed, respectable in appearance and eloquent in speech. 
At the end of the discussion, as the crowd began to disperse, Ma’miin 
called him and asked, “Are you a Jew?” 

“Yes”, he replied. 

Ma’min asked him to accept Islam, but he refused, saying, “I cannot 
leave my religion and the religion of my ancestors.” Saying this, he left. 

One year later, he returned, but this time he had converted to Islam. 
He delivered a scholarly lecture on Islamic jurisprudence. At the end of 
the gathering, Ma’miin asked him, “Are you not the same person who 
attended last year?” 

“Yes”, he replied. 

“Why did you accept Islam?” Ma’miin enquired. 

He answered, “After leaving your gathering last year, | decided to 
embark on a comparative study of religions. As I am a fine calligrapher, I 
wrote three copies of the Torah in which I added and deleted a few words. 
With these copies of the Torah, I entered a synagogue. These copies were 
bought from me. I then wrote three copies of the Injil in which I also 
added and deleted a few words. I entered a church and sold these as well. 
Then I wrote out three copies of the Qur'an, and likewise added and 
deleted a few words. When I presented these to the Muslim booksellers, 
they examined them before deciding to buy them. They discovered the 
additions and deletions in them and immediately dispensed with them. I 
then realised that this book was protected, and embraced Islam.”! 


1 Tafsir Qurtubi, Sirah Hajar, verse 9 
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Allah 4¢ has undertaken to protect the Qur'an. It has been meticulously 
and miraculously preserved for over fourteen hundred years and will 
remain so till the end of time. 


Tears of Salahuddin .x*, Overpower the Enemy 


the esteemed Muslim commander during the Crusade wars, relates: 

“Once, Jerusalem lay mercilessly at the hands of the advancing 
Crusaders, but the Sultan had refused to leave the city. It was a cold wintry 
night and I was alone with the Sultan. We spent the night in prayer. Late 
after midnight, I requested him to rest a little. 

He replied, “I think you need some sleep so take a nap.” 

I retired to my chamber. At dawn, I returned to perform the Salah. 

“1 have not slept a single moment,” he remarked. 

After the prayer was over, I advised, “Turn to Allah and beseech Him 
for help.” 

He asked, “Why do you say this?” 

I replied, “Today is Jumu‘ah (Friday). You should take a bath before 
going to Masjid al-Aqsa, and secretly give some charity on the way. When 
you reach the masjid, offer a special prayer of two rakats' between the 
adhan and the congregational prayer at the place where Nabi # had 
performed Salah during the Miraj. A Hadith states that prayers at this 
time are accepted. Thereafter, you should beseech Allah.” 

The Sultan did as I had advised him. I was by his side, when I observed 
him in prostration with the tears trickling down his beard onto the prayer 


IE Shaddad, a trusted councillor of Sultan Salahuddin Ayyiibi s#:., 


1 Arakat refers to one unit of salah. It includes standing, bowing and prostration. 
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mat. Before the day was over, | witnessed the acceptance of his prayer. 
By Monday morning, the enemy had departed due to discord amongst 
themselves.”! 


& 


Good deeds avert evil and assist in overpowering the enemy because 
Allah's 3¢ help and mercy is with those who are righteous. 


Islamic Justice Converts Enemy 


It 4s was walking in the market place when he saw a shield, that 
had been stolen from him some time ago, in the possession of 
a Jew. He confronted the Jew and informed him that the shield 
belonged to him. The Jew refused to return it and claimed that it was his. 
‘Alt 4 decided to take the matter to court and requested Qadi Shuraih to 
settle the dispute between them. Qadi Shuraih was the Muslim judge of 
Kifa at the time and had been appointed by ‘Ali # himself. The following 
discussion took place in court: 
Shuraih: “O Amir al-Mu’minin, what is your claim?” 
‘All 2s: “This shield belongs to me. It was stolen from me some time 
ago.” 
Shuraih: “What do you have to say, O Jew?” 
Jew: “The Amir al-Mu'minin is a grave liar! The shield is mine.” 
Shuraih: “‘Alj, do you have any witnesses?” 
‘Ali 4: “Yes. Hasan, my son, and Qunbar, my slave, are my 
witnesses.” 
Shuraih: “The testimony of your slave is acceptable but your son 
cannot testify in your favour.” 


1 The Life of Saladin, p 350; An-Nawdadirus Sultaniyyah 
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‘Ali 2 lost the case. He turned to the Jew, saying, “You may keep the 
shield.” 

Jew: “The Amir al-Mu’minin brought me to a Muslim judge and is 
pleased with the judgment passed against him! You have spoken the 
truth, O ‘Ali. The shield was yours all along. I picked it up one day, after 
you had dropped it. I declare that there is no god but Allah and that 
Muhammad is his messenger.” 

‘Al 4 gave the shield to him anyway. He, thereafter, remained faithful 
to ‘Ali 4s until he was killed in the battle of Siffin.' 


@ 


Islamic justice applies equally to all men. No person is above the law. 


Excellence of Durtid 


it compulsory upon himself to recite duriid (salutations) a fixed 
number of times before sleeping every night. One night, in a 
dream, he saw Nabi # entering his house, causing it to become brightly 
illuminated. 
Nabt 3 said, “Bring forward that mouth which recites durtid on me so 
that I may kiss it.” 
Out of shyness, the saint offered his cheek. Nabi #% then kissed 
it. Thereafter, he awoke and found that the house was filled with the 
fragrance of musk.’ 


S haikh ibn Hajar Makki «#- relates that a saintly person made 


1 Hayatus Sahabah, vol 1, p 193 
2 Virtues of Salat ‘Alan Nabi, p 152 
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@ 


Honoured is that person who recites duriid in abundance. 


Glimpses from the life of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz ls. 


Amazing Integrity 

ik wife of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 24s, Fatimah bint ‘Abdul Malik, 
was given a rare and priceless jewel by her father. One day, ‘Umar 
ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz %. said to her, “Please make a choice. Either you 

return your jewel to the public treasury, or you grant me permission to 

separate from you, because | dislike having this jewel in our home.” 

She replied, “I choose you over the jewel and I would have chosen you 
even if the jewel was worth twice its present value.” 

‘Umar ibn “Abdul ‘Aziz 2% then ordered that it be taken and placed 
in the public treasury. After ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 4. had passed away, 
Yazid became the ruler, and he said to Fatimah, “If you desire I will have 
the jewel returned to you.” 

She answered, “Never! By Allah, I did not find pleasure in keeping 
it during my husbands lifetime, and I will not take it back after he has 


mY 


passed away. 


Simplicity 

One day, ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 2 came home and asked his wife if she 
had a dirham so that he could purchase some grapes. 

She replied, “No. It is surprising that you are the Amir al-Mu'minin, yet 
you do not have even one dirham to purchase some grapes!” 


1 Tarikhul Khulafa’, p 263 
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He replied, “This is far lighter than being bound in chains in 


ny 


Jahannam. 


Concern for Humanity 


‘Ata ibn Abi Rabah »#:. narrates that Fatimah «a, said that she once 
saw her husband, while he was on his musallah (place of prayer). Tears 
had drenched his beard. She asked, “O Amir al-Mu'minin, has something 
happened?” 

He answered, “O Fatimah, I have been entrusted with the affairs of 
the entire Ummah of Nabi 38, which includes many races and tribes. My 
thoughts have been going to those who are hungry and poor, those who 
are terminally ill, those who have no clothing, those who are suffering in 
oppression, those who are prisoners in remote lands, those who are old 
and those who have many dependents and little provisions. People like 
these are spread throughout the land. I know that my Allah will question 
me on the day of Qiyamah regarding them and | fear that I will be unable 
to answer favourably. This has brought tears to my eyes.”” 


Devotion 


Fatimah aus, explains the condition of her husband, “He used to enter 
the home and proceed to his place of Salah. He would cry and make dua’ 
to Allah, until sleep would overpower him. When he awoke he would 
resume his du‘a’ and cry until sleep would again overpower him. This 
would continue throughout the night.”* 


Trustworthiness 


‘Umar 4 would only light the state lamp when he dealt with the affairs 
of the Muslims. When he had seen to their needs and had some private 
matters to attend to, he would light his own lamp.’ 


1 Tarikhul Khulafa’, p265 
2 Tarikhul Khulafa’, p 266 
3 Tarikhul Khulafa’, p 266 
4 Tarikhul Khulafa’, p 268 
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Justice 

Al-Jarrah ibn ‘Abdullah once wrote to ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 24, “The 
inhabitants of Khuras4n are an evil flock. Only the sword and whip can 
correct them. It would be appreciated if the Amir al-Mu'minin would grant 
me permission to take this route.” 

‘Umar .#. wrote back, saying, “I have received your letter explaining 
the evil nature of the people of Khurasan. You have suggested that only 
a sword and whip could correct them, but your assessment is incorrect. 
Justice and truth will correct them, so make these common amongst 
them.”! 


Humility 

Maslamah ibn ‘Abdul Malik sx. once came to visit ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul 
‘Aziz «s, while he was ill and noticed that he was wearing a soiled 
garment. When he asked Fatimah «,x,, why it had not been washed, she 
replied, “This is the only garment he has.” 


Kindness 
Raja ibn Haywah «#:, narrates, “I spent a night in the company of ‘Umar 
ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 2%. The lamp which we were using unexpectedly 
switched off. I asked him, ‘Should I inform the servant to light it again?’ 

‘No, he replied. 

I asked, ‘Can I then not see to it?’ 

‘It does not befit a man of honour to extract services from his guest; 
he replied. 

He then stood up, relit the lamp and returned, saying, ‘When | left, I 
was ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz #:-. | have returned, and I am still ‘Umar ibn 
“Abdul ‘Aziz. ”? 


“1. Tarikhul Khulafa’, p 273 
2 Tarikhul Khulafa’, p 265 
3 Tarikhul Khulafa’, p 269 
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Selflessness 
It was suggested to ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz =, “Why do you not go to 
Madinah? If you pass away there, you can then be buried in the fourth 
grave alongside Nabi 3%.” 

‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 2 replied, “By Allah, I would prefer to be 
severely punished by Allah, rather than give Allah the impression that I 
consider myself worthy of being buried there.” 


Sincere Repentance is Rewarded 


\ bi Sa‘id Khudri narrates that Nabi 3 said, “Among the people 


of the past, was a man who had killed ninety-nine people. He 

then asked about the most knowledgeable person in the land. 
He was directed to a monk, so he went to him and asked, ‘I have killed 
ninety-nine people. Can I repent?’ 

The monk replied, ‘No’ 

So he killed the monk, bringing the number he had killed to one 
hundred. He again asked about the most knowledgeable person in the 
land, and was directed to a certain scholar. He approached the scholar 
and said, ‘I have killed one hundred people. Can I repent?’ 

The scholar replied, ‘Yes, who can stop you from repenting? Go to 
such and such a land, where there are people who worship Allah. Join 
them in worship and do not return to your own land, for it is a land of 
evil? 

So he set out, and when he had travelled exactly half the distance, 
death overcame him. The angels of mercy and punishment began to 
argue over who would take his soul. 

The angels of mercy said, “He was coming towards Allah with a 
repentant heart.” 

The angels of punishment said, “But, he did not perform a single good 
deed in his entire life.” 
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An angel came to them in human form and they appointed him as 
a mediator. He said, ‘Measure the distance between the two lands, and 
whichever he is closer to, is where he belongs.’ So they measured the 
distance and found that he was closer to the land to which he was headed, 
so the angels of mercy took his soul.” 


& 


The mercy of Allah 4z is boundless. 
One who repents from a sin should flee from it just as Yisuf #£! fled from 
Zulaikha when she attempted to seduce him. 


Sincerity Removes Obstacles 


# saying, “Three men from among those who were before you, 

set out on a journey, until they reached a cave at nightfall and 
entered it. A huge rock rolled down the mountain and closed the mouth 
of the cave, trapping them within. 

They said to each other, ‘Nothing can save us from this rock except 
making du‘a’ to Allah by referring to our past righteous deeds’ 

So, one of them said: ‘O Allah, I had elderly parents and never fed my 
family (wife and children) with milk before feeding them. One day, I was 
delayed in returning, due to my efforts in searching for pastures, and 
arrived home late at night, when they had already fallen asleep. I milked 
the goats and took the milk to them, but found them asleep. | disliked 
giving the milk to my family before them. | waited for them, with the 


\ bdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab # narrates that he heard Nabi 


1 Bukhari, Muslim 
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bowl of milk in my hand, until dawn, when my hungry children began 
crying at my feet. My parents awoke and drank the milk. 0 Allah, if I 
did that for Your pleasure only, then please relieve us from our critical 
situation caused by this rock. The rock shifted slightly but they could 
still not emerge. 

The second man said, ‘O Allah, I had a cousin, who was the dearest of 
all people to me and I wanted to have sexual relations with her, but she 
refused. A time arrived, when she was in difficulty due to a famine, and 
she came to me. I gave her one-hundred-and-twenty dinars on condition 
that she would not resist my desire, and she agreed. When | was about to 
fulfil my desire with her, she said, “Fear Allah! It is unlawful for you to 
destroy my chastity, except through legitimate marriage.” 

So I left her, although I loved her dearly. I also left the gold that I had 
given to her. O Allah, if 1 did that for Your Plessuie only, please relieve us 
from this calamity that we find ourselves in. So, the rock shifted a little 
more, but they could still not emerge. 

Then the third man said, ‘O Allah, I employed a few labourers and paid 
them their wages, with the exception of one man, who did not take his 
wages and went away. I invested his wages and it increased substantially. 
After some time, he returned, and said to me, “O slave of Allah, pay me 
my wages!” 

I said to him, “All the camels, cows, sheep and slaves you see are 
yours.” 

He said, “O slave of Allah, do not make fun of me.” 

I said, “I am not making fun of you.” 

So he left, driving the herd with him, without leaving a single animal 
behind. O Allah, if 1 did that for Your pleasure only, please relieve us from 
our present suffering. So, the rock shifted completely and they could 
finally walk out of the cave.”! 


1 Bukhari and Muslim 
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@ 


Actions done for name and fame bring disgrace, whereas sincerity draws 
the mercy of Allah 46. 


Love for the Master # 


aid ibn Haritha #:, one of the slaves of Nabi %, had a fascinating life 
7. story. He was purchased as a slave and given to Khadija és, the 

wife of Nabi 4. She then gave him as a gift to Nabi 3. He was only 
eight years of age at the time. Nabi # freed him and adopted him. He was 
so beloved to Nabi 3, that people used to call him Zaid ibn Muhammad 
rather than Zaid ibn Haritha s, until Allah 4¢ revealed the verse, 


owt 2 OE ke, oe oat 
abl es Lol ys rely rel 

“Call them by their father’s names. That is more just in the sight of 
Allah.” (Surah Ahzab, verse 4) 


Zaid’s father, Sharahil, was grieved by the absence of his son. He 
and Zaid’s uncle arrived in Makkah to ask Nabi % to allow Zaid # 
to return home. They were told that Nabi # was in the masjid. They 
proceeded to the masjid where they met with Nabi %. 

They asked, “O son of Ibn ‘Abdul Muttalib, you free slaves and feed 
the poor. We have come to you regarding our son who is in your service. 
Would you be so kind as to return him to us and accept compensation on 
his behalf?” 

Nabi 38 asked, “What is his name?” 

They answered, “Zaid ibn Haritha.” 
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Nabi # suggested an alternative solution, “Call him and allow him to 
choose. If he chooses you, you may take him without any payment. If he 
chooses me, then, by Allah, I can never accept compensation over the one 
who has chosen me.” 

They happily agreed to the proposal. Nabi # called for Zaid 2 and 
asked him, “Do you recognise these people?” 

Zaid 4 answered, “Yes. This is my father and uncle.” 

Nabi # then said to him, “You know me and my relationship with you. 
You now have the choice of my company or theirs.” ; 

Zaid replied, “I choose you. I will never give preference to anyone 
over you. You are to me like a father and an uncle.” 

His father and uncle reprimanded him sternly, “Shame on you, 
Zaid! How can you prefer slavery over freedom? How can you refuse the 
company of your father and family?” 

Zaid # explained, “I have noticed something extraordinary in this 
man. I will never give preference to anybody over him.” 

When Nabi # heard this, he declared, “O people, bear witness that 
Zaid is my son. He will inherit from me and I from him.” 

His father and uncle felt at ease and left.’ 


& 


The young man preferred the company of his master to that of his own 
father and uncle because of the exemplary character and personality of 
Nabi #. 

Islam contributed greatly towards the abolition of slavery and racial 
discrimination, a problem which modern society still has not dealt with 
adequately. 


& 


1 This was prior to the revelation of the verse, “Call them by their father’s names.” (Surah 
Ahzab, verse 4). According to the Islamic law of inheritance, an adopted son does not 
inherit from his foster parents, nor does a foster parent inherit from an adopted son. The 
above statement was made prior to the promulgation of this law. 

2 Al-Isabah, vol 3, p 25; Usdul Ghabah 
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A Fire-Worshipper Embraces Islam 


alman al-Farsi 4 was a famous Sahabi of Nabi 38. His conversion to 
Islam is a fascinating tale of Allah’s 48 guidance to the truth. He 
explains in his own words how he accepted Islam: 

“I grew up in the village of Jay, in the town of Isfahan. My father 
was the leader of the village and owner of a vast estate. He loved me 
more than he loved anybody else and, like the girls that were kept at 
home, he prevented me from leaving the precincts of our home. I was a 
devoted fire-worshipper and my responsibility was to keep the sacred 
fire burning, so that it would never go out. 

One day, he was busy attending to a property matter and said to me, 
‘My son, as you can see, I am preoccupied with this task. Go out to my 
estate and handle matters, but do not be distracted as this will cause me 
to lose concentration in my work’ 

As I proceeded on my way, I passed a Christian church and the prayer 
that I heard, attracted my attention. I was impressed by their manner 
of praying and said, ‘By God, this is better than our religion. I shall stay 
with these people until the sun sets. I will not go to the estate nor will I 
return home. 

As I was now attracted to their religion, I asked the people of the 
church, ‘Where does this religion originate from?’ 

‘Syria’, they told me. 

In the meantime, my father had sent people out in search of me. 
When I returned home, he asked me where I had been. I told him about 
my encounter with the Christians and how impressed | was by their 
religion. 

He said in dismay, ‘My son, your religion and that of your forefathers 
is better’ 

‘By God, no,’ I insisted. 

My father feared that I would flee, so he kept me locked up in our 
home. I managed to send a message to the Christians, asking them to 
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inform me of any caravan destined for Syria. As soon as I was informed 
of this, I removed the chains from my feet and accompanied the caravan 
to Syria. There, I inquired who the leader of the Christian faith was. The 
people directed me to the bishop of the church. 

I went up to him and explained my case, ‘I want to remain with you, 
to serve you and pray with you. 

The bishop agreed, I soon found out, however, that the man was 
corrupt. He would order his followers to give charity, but when the 
money was handed over to him, he would keep it for himself. In this 
way, he amassed seven vessels of gold and silver. When the bishop died, 
1 informed the followers of his corrupt practices. They reprimanded me, 
but I then revealed to them his amassed wealth. They nailed him toa cross 
and stoned him. A new bishop was appointed in his place who was pious, 
upright and inclined to the hereafter. God instilled love for him in my 
heart and I remained with him until he passed away. Close to his death, 
he directed me to a pious man in Misal, in whose service I remained. 

In this way, I attached myself to various learned people in a number 
of areas. The last of these men told me, ‘I do not know of anybody who 
is of the same faith and belief as us, but the time has arrived for a new 
prophet, who will revive the true religion of the Prophet Ibrahim %4. He 
will appear in a land of date-palms and will have some distinct signs. He 
will have the seal of prophethood between his shoulders. He will accept 
gifts but not sadagah (charity). If you have the means, you should go out 
in search of him. 

It so happened, that a group of Arab horsemen from the tribe of 
Kalb passed by my village. I asked them to take me with them, in lieu 
of whatever money and goats I had. They agreed, but when we reached 
Wadi al-Qurd (a place between Madinah and Syria), they sold me to a Jew. 
When I saw the date palms, I thought that this was the place described 
to me. I worked as his servant, but he later sold me to a man from the 
tribe of Bani Quraizah, who took me with him to Madinah. I immediately 
recognised the city of palm-groves described to me. I worked in the 
palm-groves of my master and was unaware that the Prophet I had been 
awaiting had already declared his prophethood. It was only when Nabi 3 
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came to Madinah and stayed at the house of ‘Amr ibn ‘Awf < that I learnt 
of this. 

I was in fact at the top of a palm tree belonging to my master when 
his nephew came up to him and said, “May God destroy the ‘Aws and 
Khazraj. I just passed by them now and they are gathered around a man 
from Makkah, who claims that he is a prophet.” 

The moment | heard this, I began to shiver so much, that the tree I 
was on, began shaking and I almost fell to the ground. I quickly got down 
from the tree and asked my master’s nephew, ‘What did you say?’ 

My master was enraged and gave me a terrible blow, ‘What does this 
matter to you? Go back to what you were doing, he shouted. 

I returned to my work. When it was evening, I took with me all that I 
had gathered and went to Qiiba, where Nabi 33 was with his companions. 
I went up to him and said, ‘I have heard that you are a righteous man 
and that you have companions who are in need. Here is something that 
I have gathered. You are most deserving of it. 1 wish to present it to you 
as charity. 

Nabi # ordered his companions to eat thereof, but he refrained. 

I returned, saying to myself, ‘This is the first sign of the true 
prophet. 

I continued saving some more and when Nabi % arrived in Madinah, 
I approached him and said, ‘I wish to give you a gift. This is not charity, 
but a gift. 

Nabi % ate from it and so did his companions. 

I returned, saying, ‘This is the second sign of the true prophet. 

I again went to him while he was following a jandzah (funeral 
procession) towards Baqi with his companions. I greeted him and turned 
to see the seal of prophethood on his back. He knew what I was looking 
for and removed the cloth covering it. I kissed it and began crying. He 
made me sit before him and I related my full story to him. He found it 
amazing and | then accepted Islam,”! 


1 Usdul Ghabah, vol 2, p 417 
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& 


Allah 48 guides to the truth whomsoever He wills. He chose Salman al- 

Farsi + and made him travel all the way from Persia to Madinah for 

guidance. On the other hand, people living in the very heart of Makkah 

and Madinah died as disbelievers because they refused to accept the 
truth. 


True knowledge cannot be gained without sacrifice. Salman al-Farsi 


had to renounce a comfortable and affluent life and become a slave in 
order to find the truth. 


‘Umar «& Embraces Islam 


embraced the faith. He was a respected leader of the Quraish and a 

man of dauntless courage. Nabi # wanted him to accept Islam and 
often prayed to Allah 4g to guide him. Initially, he was a bitter opponent 
of the new religion and tortured the early Muslims mercilessly. He, 
however, failed to convince even a single Muslim to forsake his faith. 
One day, in anger and desperation, he decided to murder Nabi %. He set 
out with a sword hanging from his neck in search of Nabi #. Nu‘aim ibn 
‘Abdullah happened to see him armed and asked, ““Umar, where are you 
going?” 

“I am in search of Muhammad,” was ‘Umar’s 4 reply, “and I wish to 
slay him. He has forsaken our religion, shattered the unity of the Quraish, 
ridiculed them and vilified their gods. Today I will settle the affair once 
and for all.” 

Nu‘aim replied, “Anger has blinded you. Would it not be better for you 
to set your own family in order first?” 


|= was greatly strengthened when ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 
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‘Umar 4 was taken aback and asked, “And who should | bring to order 
in my family?” 

Nu’aim replied, “Your brother-in-law and your sister Fatimah. They 
have brought faith on Nabi 3%. It would be better to deal with them 
first.” 

‘Umar -# immediately hurried to the house of his sister. Khabbab -¢s, a 
companion of Nabi 3, was, at the time, teaching Sarah Tahd to the couple 
from a manuscript. When they heard ‘Umar # approaching, Khabbab 
hid himself in a small room and Fatimah ey, concealed the manuscript 
hurriedly. But, as ‘Umar 4 had already heard Khabbab reciting the 
scripture, he demanded to enter the house and hear what was being 
recited. 

In anger, ‘Umar # screamed, “I have heard that both of you have 
joined Muhammad.” In a fit of rage, he attacked his brother-in-law. 
Fatimah sg, rushed forward to save her husband but ‘Umar struck her 
hard, wounding her. 

Now, both husband and wife boldly asserted, “Yes, we are Muslims. 
Do as you please.” 

‘Umar . saw the blood flowing from his sister’s wound. His anger 
gave way to shame and admiration for her courage. He asked for the 
manuscript from which he had heard Khabbab 4 reciting, saying, “I want 
to know what Muhammad has brought.” 

Fatimah way, replied, “I fear what you might do with it.” 

‘Umar promised not to destroy it. 

She said to him politely, “Brother, you are unclean because of your 
polytheism and only the pure may touch it.” 

‘Umar - arose and took a bath. She then gave him the pages on which 
verses of Sirah Taha were written. He had read only a few lines when he 
exclaimed in amazement, “How noble and sublime is this speech!” 

On hearing this, Khabbab came out of his hiding place and said, 
“O ‘Umar, by Allah, I hope that He would bless you with His Prophet's 
message for, last night, | heard him supplicating, ‘O Allah, strengthen 
Islam by Abul Hakam or ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. ” 

‘Umar asked Khabbab & to lead him to Nabi %. On being informed by 
Khabbab # that Nabi 3% was in a house at Mount Safa with his Sahdbah 4, 
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‘Umar 4 immediately took his sword and headed that way. When he knocked 
at the door, one of the Sahabah proceeded to open but, seeing ‘Umar # at 
the door with a sword in his hand, he hurried back to report, “O Prophet of 
Allah, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab has come and he has a sword.” 

Hamzah intervened, “Let him in. If he comes with peaceful intent, 
it is all right. If not, we will kill him with his own sword.” 

Nabi # gave the word to let ‘Umar #4 in and the companion opened 
the door. As ‘Umar 4 entered, Nabi 3 stepped forward to meet him. He 
asked, “Why have you come, O Ibn al-Khattab?” 

‘Umar 4 replied submissively, “O Prophet of Allah, | have come to 
proclaim my faith in Allah and His Prophet and what he has brought from 
Allah.” 

Nabi % raised the cry of Allahu Akbar so loudly, that the Sahabah 
present in the house realised that ‘Umar 4 had accepted Islam. 

‘Umar’s # conversion was a turning point, as it made the Muslims 
stronger and more confident. Now they proceeded to the Kabah openly 
and worshipped without fear of persecution. Hamzah # had already 
accepted Islam and ‘Umar’s 4 conversion angered the Quraish even more. 
Unlike the other Muslims, ‘Umar proclaimed his faith publicly. As soon 
as the Quraish came to know about it, they drew the sword against him 
but found him prepared to defend himself.' 


& 


The Qur’an is a powerful book. Its words are so beautiful, sublime and 
captivating, that even the worst of enemies submit to it. 


~ 


A Muslim home should be a hub of Qur'an recitation, Salah, remembrance 
of Allah, Islamic learning and teaching. Such a home would naturally 
resonate with peace, tranquility and contentment. 


& 


1 As-Siratun Nabawiyyah, Ibn Hisham, vol 1, p 318 
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Cure for Poverty 


thman 4s came to ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘iid # while the latter was 
on his deathbed. ‘Uthman asked him, “What illness do you 
have?” 
Ibn Mas‘iid 4 replied, “My sins!” 
‘Uthman 4 asked, “And what do you desire?” 
“The mercy of my Lord,” replied Ibn Mas‘tid s. 
‘Uthman 4 asked, “Can I get a doctor to attend to you?” 
Ibn Mas‘iid # replied, “The doctor has made me ill.” 
“Should I send some money for you?” asked ‘Uthman 4s. 
“No. | have no need for money,” said ibn Mas‘tid 2s. 
“The money will assist your daughters after your demise,” replied 
‘Uthman #s. 
Ibn Mas ‘iid 4 explained, “Do you fear that my daughters will become 
poor? I have commanded them to recite Sirah Waqi'ah every night, for | 
have heard Nabi saying, ‘Whoever reads Sarah Waqi‘ah every night will 


yy) 


never be afflicted with poverty. 


& 


The Sahabah * had complete faith in the fact that adhering to the 
teachings of Islam guaranteed success in this world and the Hereafter. 


~ 


Muslim parents need to take particular care with regard to the spiritual 
and moral upbringing of their children by teaching them the Qur’an and 
encouraging them to follow an Islamic lifestyle. 


& 


1 Tafsir ibn Kathir, Sirah Waqi'ah; Ibn Asakir 
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Muslims in the Court of Rustam 


he Muslim army entered Persia under the command of Sa‘d ibn 

Abi Waqqas . The two armies were set for battle when the 

Persian king, Rustam, sent a message to Sa‘d #, requesting for a 
representative intelligent enough to answer his questions. Mughira ibn 
Sh‘uba «4 was sent. The following conversation then ensued: 

Rustam: “You are our neighbours and we have a good relationship 
with you. We will not harm you or stop you from coming to our cities for 
trade purposes. Go back home.” 

Mughira -¢s: “We do not seek this world. We seek the hereafter. Allah 
has sent us a prophet with His message, saying: ‘I have sent you to rule 
over these men. Those who do not accept My religion will be taken to task 
by Me and those who acknowledge the truth will be victorious. Those 
who turn away from this religion will be disgraced, whereas those who 
respect it will be honoured.” 

Rustam: “What is this religion of your prophet?” 

Mughira 4: “The most important pillar of this faith is to bear witness 
that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is His messenger.” 

Rustam: “This is fine. Is there anything else?” 

Mughira .#: “The faith removes men from the slavery of men and 
leads them towards the worship of Allah.” 

Rustam: “This is fine. Is there anything else?” 

Mughira -#s: “Islam teaches that the children of Adam are brothers to 
one another. They are the progeny of one pair of parents. In other words, 
the Arab and non-Arab, by virtue of being human, are equal.” 

Rustam: “This is fine as well. But tell me, if we accept your religion, 
will you leave our cities in peace?” 

Mughira -¢: “By the oath of Allah, we will leave. We will not come to 
you again except for trade and necessities.” 

Thereafter, Rustam discussed the issue with his courtiers. He 
encouraged them to accept Islam, but they adamantly refused. Then, on 
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the request of Rustam, Sa‘d # sent Rabi’ ibn ‘Amir # as a messenger to 
Rustam. Rabi’ & entered his court which was decorated with embroidered 
cushions and rugs. Precious rubies, pearls and beautiful ornaments were 
on display. Rustam was wearing a crown, and sat on a golden throne. 
Rabi’ -& entered, riding a small horse, with tattered clothing, a sword 
and shield. He continued until it stepped onto a portion of the carpet. 
He then dismounted and tied it around one of the pillars. He stepped 
forward holding his sword and armour, his helmet still on his head. 

The courtiers asked him to remove his sword but Rabi’ # refused 
saying, “I did not come of my own accord. I only came because you called 
me. You either leave me as I am or I will return.” 

Rustam allowed him to come forward. He stepped onto the carpet, 
leaning on his sword and tearing most of it in the process. The courtiers 
began to question him, “What has brought you?” 

Rabi’ # replied, “Allah has sent us to lead His chosen men from the 
servitude of mankind to the worship of Allah, from the confines of the 
world to its vast expanses and from the oppression of other faiths to the 
justice of Islam. He sent us with His religion to His creation so that we 
may call them to Him. Whosoever accepts this call, we will accept him 
and withdraw from him. Whosoever refuses it, we will continue fighting 
him until we lead him to the promise of Allah.” 

The courtiers asked, “What is the promise if Allah?” 

Rabr’ 4 answered, “Paradise for those who die fighting the unfaithful 
and victory for those who survive.” 

Rustam responded, saying, “I have heard your message. Can you delay 
this matter long enough for us to ponder over it?” 

Rabi’ ¢s agreed, “Yes. How long do you require, a day or two?” 

Rustam answered, “No. We require sufficient time to correspond with 
the leaders and learned men amongst our people.” 

Rabi’ & explained, “The Prophet did not command us to give respite to 
our enemies for more than three days. So, see to your and their interests 
and choose one of these three options within this time period.” 

Rustam asked, “Are you their leader?” 

Rab?’ 4 replied, “No. But all Muslims are like one body. The lowest 
amongst them can give asylum to the most honourable.” 
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Rustam assembled the leaders of his nation and said, “Have you ever 
heard more respectable and superior words than this?” 

They replied, “God forbid that you discard your religion in favour of 
this dog! Did you not see his clothes?” 

Rustam replied, “Woe to you! Do not look at his clothes. Look at his 
message, words and conduct. Arabs pay no attention to clothing and 
food, but guard their honour.” 

The next day, the courtiers of Rustam requested another 
representative. Sa‘d 4 sent Hudhaifah ibn Mahaz -#s. He repeated what 
Rabi’ 2s had said. On the third day, Mughira ibn Sh‘uba was sent to 
them and he delivered the same message as those before him. 

Thereafter, Rustam took an oath upon the sun, saying, “Tomorrow | 
will surely kill you.” 

Mughira replied, “That is left to be seen.” 

Rustam exclaimed, “I have commanded that each of you be given a 
pair of clothing and your leader a thousand dinars, a pair of clothing and 
a conveyance. Take these things and disperse!” 

Mughira replied, “What! After we have tainted your status, can we 
leave you as you are? We will most certainly remain in your cities and we 
will extract from you the jizya', which you will pay in disgrace.” 

This angered Rustam even more. A fierce battle ensued. The Muslims 
numbered seven thousand, while the enemy was seventy thousand 
strong. Despite the odds, the Persians were humiliated and suffered a 
crushing defeat.’ 


& 


The Sahabah & were not affected by wealth and remained dedicated to 
their mission of spreading the message of Islam. 


~ 


1 A tax levied upon non-Muslim citizens within an Islamic state. Upon payment, they 
receive state protection. 
2 Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah, vol 7, p 39 
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Islam is not dependent upon superiority of numbers and weapons. 
Victory hinges upon Iman (faith) and the Help of Allah 4s. 


Truth Scores a Magnificent Victory 


nce during the days of the British rule of India, a dispute arose 

between the Hindus and Muslims in Muzaffarnagar District, 

Kandhia, over a piece of land which both of them claimed as their 
place of worship. They referred the matter to the English ruler of the 
district. He heard the case and evidence presented by both parties, but 
could not reach a verdict. 

He asked the Hindus, “Is there a Muslim in the area whose word you 
trust.” 

The Hindus replied, “Yes, we do,” and they mentioned the name of a 
Muslim scholar. The ruler, thereupon, summoned the Muslim scholar to 
his court. 

When the messenger came to summon the scholar, he replied, “I 
cannot come because | have taken an oath never to look at the face of an 
Englishman.” 

The ruler was informed of his response and he sent another message, 
saying, “He need not look at my face, but the gravity of the matter in 
dispute requires his testimony.” 

The scholar agreed and came to the court. He stood with his back 
turned towards the ruler and declared, “The Hindus are right. The land 
in dispute belongs to them.” 

The ruler decided accordingly. The Muslims lost the case, but truth 
scored a magnificent victory. A number of Hindus embraced Islam that 
very day.' 


1 Madha Khasiral ‘Alam Bi Inhitatil Muslimin, p 280; Islam and the World, p 168 
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@ 


Nabi # has encouraged speaking the truth no matter how unpalatable it 
might be to others. 


~~ 


Truth brings respectability and honour. 


A Drunkard is Guided 


a‘raf Karkhi 28 narrates that Dhinniin Misr1 2%. was once 
walking on the bank of a river, when he saw a scorpion moving 
hastily towards the water. He knew that a scorpion could 
not swim and decided to watch what would happen. In the meantime, 
a tortoise emerged from the water and came close to the bank. The 
scorpion jumped onto the back of the tortoise, which began to swim. 
Very surprised, he decided to follow the tortoise and scorpion. Finally, 
the tortoise reached the other end of the river and the scorpion jumped 
onto the bank. 
The scorpion then continued on its way and the saint followed it. After 
a while, he saw a young man sleeping beneath a tree and realised that 
the scorpion was moving towards him. Thinking that the scorpion would 
sting the sleeping man, he prepared himself to kill it. As he advanced, 
he saw a snake quickly moving towards the man. He was more surprised 
than ever. When the snake was close to the man, the scorpion headed 
towards it and bit it. The snake began to toss and turn and died on the 
spot. The scorpion then returned from the direction it had come. 
When Dhinniin Misri 8. saw this, he was quite moved and uttered 
the following couplet: 


116 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 
vé bo ea Ba sore Fo we 
all BOs ee IS ye aad (UNG 1515 


ee Bs fe See f Gie F gg Oe te 
“O sleeping man, you sleep while Allah is protecting you from every 
evil that may arise from the darkness. 


How can sleep make the eyes oblivious of that king whose bounties 
come to you in abundance.” 


The saint explained, “I was amazed at this spectacle of fate and began to 
think, ‘O Allah, Your servant was sleeping here. A snake was about to bite 
him and You sent a scorpion from such a distance to save him!’ 

_ I went close to the man and awakened him, only to find the stench of 
liquor emanating from his mouth. 

I said to him, ‘O young man, you were asleep but Your Sustainer was 
protecting you all along’ 

When he arose to see the snake and heard my story, he began 
to cry, saying, ‘O Allah, I was astray and did not fear You. O Helper of 
the helpless! O Listener to those who call out for help! 0 Remover of 
calamities! You are that Being Who is seventy times more loving than 
a mother! I had broken Your commands but You did not turn away 
from me. You showered me with so many bounties to protect me?’ 

The young man sincerely repented and changed his life.” 


@ 


Allah 3s used a scorpion and a tortoise in the most amazing manner to 

guide a sinner. What man regards as a mere coincidence is a carefully 

worked-out plan from Allah 4¢ to avert calamity, disease, accident and 
misfortune. 


@ 


1 Hayatul Hayawan, vol 2, p 138 
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Alarming Outcome of Disbelief 


in Makkah, mentioned that an ‘Alim (scholar) once passed away 

and was accordingly buried. Shortly thereafter, another person 
passed away and his family wanted to bury him in the ‘Alim’s grave. 
Such a practice of burying more than one person in a grave is common 
in Makkah. But, when his grave was dug open, the body of a beautiful 
young girl was found instead. Upon closer inspection, they realised that 
she was European. 

People were amazed at the strange occurrence. A person from Europe 
was also present in the gathering. When he saw the face of the girl, 
he exclaimed, “I know her! She is from France. She is the daughter of 
a French Christian and used to come for Urdu lessons to me. She had 
secretly converted to Islam and I had also given her a number of lessons 
in Figh. She was ill and had recently passed away. I was quite taken aback 
with her death and left my work to come here.” 

The people then remarked, “We now understand how she ended up 
here. She was a pious Muslim. We now need to find out what has happened 
to the body of the ‘Alim who was buried here.” 

Some people suggested that it might have been transferred to her 
grave in France. They requested the traveller, when he returned to France 
after completing his haj, to dig open the girl’s grave to check if the Alim’s 
body was perchance in her grave. They also sent another person with 
him who could recognise the ‘Alim’s face. When the person returned to 
France, he met with the girl’s parents and explained to them what had 
happened. 

They were astonished and could not understand how their daughter 
had ended up in Makkah. They decided to dig open her grave. The parents 
and a few others proceeded to the graveyard to investigate the strange 
phenomenon. When they dug open the grave, their prediction proved to 


S haikh Dahhan 2#-, a prominent religious authority who resided 
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be correct. Instead of the girl’s body in the coffin, they found the body of 
the ‘Alim who had been buried in Makkah. 

Shaikh Dahhan explained that the French traveller managed to 
convey the message back to them in Makkah. After hearing the news, 
people in Makkah began to ponder over the matter. The fact that she had 
been moved to Makkah was a sign of her acceptance and the reason for 
her acceptance was clear enough. But, the question remained: why was 
the ‘Alim’s body moved from Makkah to a place of disbelief in France? 
Why had he been rejected? They decided to approach the ‘Alim’s wife, as 
a wife is normally the most conversant regarding her husband’s affairs. 
They asked her whether she knew of anything that her husband had 
done, that was contrary to Islamic teachings. 

She replied, “Nothing! My husband was a pious man. He used to 
perform Salah punctually, recite Qur'an regularly and was constant with 
Tahajjud' Salah.” 

Again they requested, “Please think carefully. His body has been 
transferred from Makkah to France. There must have been something 
within him that was contrary to Islam.” 

She replied, “Yes. There was one thing which I found quite offensive 
about him. When he used to fulfil his desires and intended to perform 
ghusl, he would remark, ‘How good is the way of the Christians! Ghusl is 
not compulsory upon them after marital relations. ” 

Upon hearing this, they remarked, “This is it! Allah 48 transferred his 
body to the land of those people, whose system he had preferred over the 
system of Islam.” 


@ 


It is not a normal phenomenon for bodies to be transferred from graves. 
Occasionally, Allah 4¢ allows such an occurrence to come to light so that 
people may take a lesson from it. 


“~~ 


1 An optional prayer of great merit performed at night. 
2 Hadrat Thanwi Ke Pasandida W4qi'at, p 177 
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To give preference to an aspect of kufr (disbelief) over Islam is a very 
serious sin. 


Optional Haj or Charity? 


Assisting the Destitute 

bdullah ibn al-Mubarak .24- was a pious scholar, jurist and saint. 
A was born in Marw, present-day Turkmenistan in the year 118 

Hijri. Amongst his many good qualities was his generosity. He 
performed haj many times and would frequently pay for all the expenses 
of his fellow hujjaj (pilgrims). This included their transport costs, as well 
as any gifts they wished to purchase from the blessed lands of Makkah 
and Madinah. On one occasion, he was on his way to perform haj, when 
a bird that they had been carrying, died. He ordered that it be disposed 
off at the dumps, as it could not be consumed because it was carrion. This 
was accordingly done. However, as he continued his journey, he noticed a 
little girl approaching from a nearby house. She picked up the dead bird, 
wrapped it in a piece of cloth and rushed home with it. He approached 
her and asked why she had done so. 

She replied, “My brother and I have only one set of clothing. Our 
only source of food is that which we find thrown at the dumps. Due to 
our abject poverty, carrion has become permissible for us to consume 
for a number of days now. Our father was a rich man, but his wealth was 
oppressively taken away from him and he was killed.” 

Ibn al-Mubarak «- ordered that from the thousand dinars he had 
with him for the journey, twenty dinars be kept aside for his return 
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journey to Marw. The remainder, he handed over to the girl, saying, “This 
is better than our optional haj for this year.” 


Angel Deputed to Perform Haj 

It is related about the saint, Rabi ibn Sulaiman «4 that while travelling 
on haj, he saw a poor woman cutting pieces of meat from a dead mule. 
He followed her to her home, where he found four young girls virtually 
starving to death. Upon enquiry, he learnt that they were from the family 
of Nabi # and had not eaten anything for four days. They were now 
forced to consume carrion due to fear of starvation. Rabi 2%. returned 
with tears in his eyes and informed his companions that he had changed 
his mind and would be returning home. 

Despite their best efforts to convince him, he could not be persuaded 
otherwise. He purchased food and clothes and gave these, together with 
a sum of money, to the poor family. Rabi’ remained in Kiifa, while the 
rest of the hujjaj proceeded for haj. When they returned, he went out 
to meet them and requested for their du‘as. They were surprised and 
responded by saying that they had seen him in ‘Arafah, Mina, Makkah 
and Madinah. 

One Haji gave him a bag, saying, “You gave me this bag in Madinah 
as a trust after visiting the Rowda Mubarak’, On the bag was the following 
inscription: ‘Whoever deals with us, shall profit. ” 

Rabr «#:. had never seen this bag before, but took it home. That 
night, he saw Nabi # in a dream, Nabi # informed him that he was 
pleased when he had assisted the family and had made du‘a’ that Allah 
grant him a greater reward than his kindness. Allah had in turn ordered 
an angel to perform haj in his place and gave him six hundred gold coins 
as a reward for the six hundred silver coins he had given to the family. 
When Rabi 4. awoke from his sleep, he found the gold coins in the bag 
he had been given.’ 


1 Al-Bidayah Wan Nihayah, vol 10, p 178 
2 The blessed grave of Nabi %. 
3 Virtues of Haj, Sheikh Zakariyya, p 324 
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An optional haj carries great reward, however, there are times when 
assisting the poor and destitute is more pleasing to Allah 4s. 


Thirst for Islamic Knowledge 


bi ‘Abdur Rahman Baqi ibn Makhlad al-Andaliisi w#=. was born 

in Spain in the year 201 Hijri. He travelled on foot from Spain 

to Baghdad with the sole purpose of meeting Imam Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal 28 and learning Hadith from him. 

As he approached Baghdad, he heard the news that the learned Imam 
had been banned from teaching. He was saddened by the news, but 
continued his journey until he arrived in Baghdad. Here he met Yahya 
ibn Main 2, another great scholar of Hadith, and asked him a few 
questions regarding the status of a number of narrators of Hadith. Yahya 
ibn Ma‘in 4% provided answers to his questions. He then enquired about 
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal a#:.. 

Yahya ibn Ma‘in 1. replied, “Can people like us be questioned about 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal? He is the Imam and most honourable of Muslims.” 

Baqi ibn Makhlad «:. continues his story, “I left in search of the 
home of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal 5. 1 was directed to a certain house 
and I knocked at the door. Imam Ahmad #&- came to enquire who it was 
and found me, a stranger, at the door. 

I said to him, ‘O Abi ‘Abdullah, I have come from far and this is my 
first visit to this city. | am a student of Hadith and have travelled with the 
intention of learning from you. 

He said to me, ‘Come into the passage that leads into the house. But 
make sure nobody sees you. 

He then asked, ‘Where are you from?’ 
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I replied, ‘From Al-Maghrib al-Aqsa (the West). 

He asked, ‘From Africa?’ 

I replied, ‘Further than that. I have crossed the sea to Africa. | am 
from Spain. 

He said, ‘You have certainly travelled far. I would love nothing more 
than to assist somebody like you, but as you have probably heard, | have 
been prevented from teaching, 

I replied, ‘Yes. I heard the news as I was approaching Baghdad. Abi 
‘Abdullah, I am new to this city. Nobody knows me. If you grant me 
permission, I will come to you everyday in the guise of a beggar. I will 
call out to you like a beggar calls out and you can then come out to me 
like you have done now. If you narrate to me only one Hadith a day, it will 
suffice’ 

He agreed, saying, ‘Fine, on condition that you do not attend any 
other gathering or lesson of those who study and teach Hadith’ 

I replied, ‘I agree: 

So I would take a stick in my hand, wrap a cloth around my head and 
conceal my writing paper and ink pot in my sleeve. I would call out, like 
beggars do, at his door, ‘Charity! May Allah have mercy upon you!’ 

Imam Ahmad «4% would unlock his door, come out and narrate to me 
two or three Ahadith and sometimes even more. I continued in this way, 
until the ban on him was lifted and righteous rulers assumed authority. 
Imam Ahmad 4%, thereafter, regained his former status and became 
well-known amongst people as a great leader. 

Whenever | attended his gatherings, he would make space for me and 
draw me close to him. He would tell those around him, ‘This man can 
rightfully be called a student of knowledge’ He would then narrate my 
story to them. 

Once, I was quite ill. Imam Ahmad 4. noticed that I was absent from 
his class and asked where I was. When he was informed of my illness, 
he immediately stood up from the gathering and came to visit me. I was 
lying down in bed in the apartment I had rented. But, I could hear the 
voices of people in the hotel announcing Imam Ahmad’s «4%, arrival. 
The owner came up to my room and informed me that Imam Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal 2, the Imam of the Muslims, had come to visit me. 
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Imam Ahmad 8% entered and sat close to me. My room was too 
small to accommodate all those who had accompanied him, hence some 
of them had to stand. They had come with pens in their hands. Imam 
Ahmad x#. said, ‘Glad tidings to you for the reward of Allah! The days of 
good health had no sickness and the days of sickness are without good 
health. May Allah raise you to the status of ‘afiya (ease and comfort)!’ He 
placed his hand upon me and I saw the pens writing his words. 

He then left. The people of the hotel crowded around me, serving and 
caring for me in response to what they had just observed. Some people 
brought a bed, others brought blankets, and yet others brought the best 
of food. They cared for me more than my own family would have cared 
for me, had I been in my own home. This was because a pious man had 
visited me.” 


@ 


Sincere love and thirst for Islamic knowledge will motivate a person to 
the most amazing levels of sacrifice. 


~~ 


Visiting the sick is a great sunnah of Nabi 3. 


Allah 8% is the Best of Planners 


[Ts head of the service personnel of Masjidun-Nabawi was 


Shamsuddin Sawab Lamti ##-. He was a pious man, who was kind 

and generous towards the poor. Sawab 2. had a close friend, 
who used to frequent the gatherings of the ruler of Madinah and would 
keep him informed about any major developments. 


1 Safhat Min Sabril ‘Ulama’, p 26 


124 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


One day, this friend approached him and said, “A very disconcerting 
event has occurred today.” 

Upon enquiry, he explained, “A number of people have come from 
Syria and have bribed the ruler of Madinah with a huge amount of wealth 
to allow them to open the blessed graves and remove the bodies of Abi 
Bakr 4 and ‘Umar -. The ruler has agreed to their request.” 

Sawab explains, “I became extremely worried. Shortly thereafter, a 
messenger of the ruler of Madinah arrived, saying that the ruler wanted 
to see me.” / 

When I presented myself before him, he said to me, “Saw4b, a group 
of people will knock at the door of the masjid tonight. Open the door and 
allow them to do as they wish. Do not obstruct them in any way.” 

Sawab replied that he would do so. 

Sawab explains further, “I returned and spent the day crying, 
without anybody knowing why I was so worried. At night, after we had 
performed ‘Isha Salah, we locked the doors of the masjid as usual. Shortly 
afterwards, somebody knocked at the door of Babus Salam. The ruler of 
Madinah used to live in a fort in front of Babus Salam. I opened the door 
and forty people entered. I counted them as they walked past me, one by 
one. They were carrying equipment that is normally used for digging and 
excavation work. They also had candles with them. They were heading 
towards the sacred chamber. But, I take an oath on Allah, that they had 
not even reached the pulpit, when the earth suddenly split beneath their 
feet and they were all buried together with their tools. No trace was left 
of them.” 

Sawab continues, “The ruler became anxious, awaiting news regarding 
them, and finally sent for me.” 

He asked, “Sawab, did a group of people not come to you?” 

Sawab replied, “Yes, indeed. But, the earth swallowed them.” 

The ruler warned, “Think before you speak.” 

Sawab insisted that he was speaking the truth and then took the ruler 
to the spot where the incident had occurred. 

He instructed, “This matter should remain here. If you mention this 
incident to anybody, you shall be beheaded!” 
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This incident, which occurred in the middle of the seventh century 
Hijri, has also been recorded by Samhiidi and others, who say that there 
were fifteen or twenty people, and they were all swallowed by the earth 
when they had advanced only a few steps towards the sacred chamber.' 


The evil plots of the mischief-makers are easily crushed by Allah 3s. 
Sp, sUlN GE ag 5525 157505 


“They plan and Allah also plans. And Allah is the best of planners.” (Stirah ‘Al- 
‘Imran, verse 54) 


Human Being is the Best of Creation 


Mansi. One moonlit night, he was sitting with his wife, whom he 

loved very dearly. Lovingly, he said to her, “You are divorced three 
times, if you are not more beautiful than the moon!” 

She immediately stood up and separated herself from him by drawing 
her hijab, saying, “You have divorced me!” 

It was a statement that he had uttered lightly, but a divorce uttered 
jokingly remains valid. He spent the remainder of the night in worry and 
anxiety. The next morning, he proceeded to the court of Ja‘far al-Mansiir 
and narrated to him what had happened the night before. Khalifah 
Mansiur gathered the religious scholars of the area and asked for their 


| sa ibn Misa Hashimi was a close friend of the Khalifah Abi Jafar al- 


1 Al-Wafa’ Ul-Wafa’, vol 2, p 653 
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verdict on the matter. All of them, except one, agreed that his wife was 
divorced from him since no person could possibly excel the moon in 
beauty. The scholar who remained silent was from amongst the students 
of Imam Abii Hanifah 2%. 

Khalifah Mansir asked him, “Why have you not spoken?” 

He replied, 


el AH ail ty 
Pike a nee Bile, wm natin Bie 
Coe VI UI ay ose y3bs ONG esl 
eis gaol g OLY GE 
“In the name of Allah, the most beneficent, the most merciful. By the 


fig and the olive. And by the Mount of Sinai and this city of security. 
We have indeed created man in the best of forms.” (Sirah Tin) 


He continued, “O Khalifah, man is the best of creation. Nothing can be 
better than him.” 

All the scholars were speechless with the explanation. 

The Khalifah said to ‘Isa ibn Miisa, “The matter is as this man has 
explained. You may return to your wife.” 

The Khalifah also sent a message to his wife, saying, “Obey your 


my 


husband, as he has not divorced you. 


@ 


Human beings are the best and most beautiful of Allah’s 36 creation. 


& 


1 Tafsir Qurtubi, Sarah Tin; Ma‘ariful Qur’an 
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Sacrifice of ‘Ulamd@’ in Pursuit of Knowledge 


Hunger 

bn al-Mugri Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Isbahani «a, Shaikh 

Tabrani 4. and Shaikh Abii as-Shaikh ibn Hayyan 3: were three 

outstanding scholars of the third century Hijri. On one particular 
occasion, all three of them were in Madinah in search of knowledge. 

Ibn al-Muqri x. says, “Times were hard and we were forced to fast 
continuously for days at a time, due to lack of money and food. One day, 
after ‘Isha Salah, I presented myself at the blessed grave of Nabi 33 and 
cried, ‘Hunger!’ 

Shaikh Tabrani 8. said to me, ‘I will remain seated here. Either 
sustenance will come to us or death!’ ” 

Ibn al-Mugqri and Abi Shaikh proceeded to perform Salah. A short 
while later, a person from the family of Nabi % presented himself at the 
door. With him were two slaves, who were carrying two parcels with a 
large amount of provisions. 

The man explained, “You complained to Nabi %, and I saw him in a 
dream commanding me to bring some provisions to you.” 


Seventeen Year Separation from Family 
‘Abdur Rahman ibn al-Qasim al-‘Utaqi al-Misri was a scholar of the second 
century Hijri and a student of Imam Malik .a#:-. He explains his story: 

“T used to visit Imam Malik .. everyday just before Fajr, as | found 
it most appropriate to ask him questions relating to Fiqh at that time. 
Sometimes, I would recline at his doorstep and sleep would overpower 
me. Imam Malik 2#- used to proceed to the masjid and I would not even 
realise him passing by. 


1 Tadhkiratul Huffaz, vol 3, p 974 
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A slave girl would awaken me, saying, ‘Your master has left. He is not 
negligent like you are! His age is forty-nine, and he regularly performs 
Fajr Salah with the wudi he makes for ‘Isha Salah’ ” 

Ibn al-Qasim continues, “I spent seventeen years at the door of Imam 
Malik. I did not indulge in any business transactions during this time. 
One day, I was in his company, when the Hujjaj of Egypt arrived. Amongst 
them was a young man who was veiled. 

He greeted Imam Malik 1%: and asked, ‘Is there anyone amongst your 
students by the name of Ibn al-Qasim?’ 

Imam Malik 3 pointed to me. The young man came and kissed 
me on the forehead. I perceived a sweet scent emanating from his body, 
the scent that is common with young boys. To my surprise, this was my 
son!” 

Ibn al-Qasim had left in pursuit of knowledge, while his wife was 
pregnant with this young man.! 


& 


The illustrious ‘Ulama’ of Islam made great sacrifices in pursuit of 
knowledge. Poverty, hunger, separation from family and travelling over 
vast distances were some of the challenges they endured. But, in their 
quest for Islamic knowledge, these difficulties were insignificant. It is due 
to their determined efforts that Islamic knowledge has been extensively 
and meticulously transmitted in its pristine form for generations. 


& 


1 Tartibul Madarik, vol 1, p 253 
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Marriages with a Difference 


Belief in Taqdir (Predestination) 
bii Darda’ 2 accompanied Salman al-Farsi to propose for the 
A of a girl from the tribe of Bani Laith, whom Salman al-Farsi 
# intended to marry. Abii Darda’ # arrived at the house and 
highlighted the excellent qualities of Salman al-Farsi 4: and his valuable 
contribution to Islam. He explained that Salman al-Farsi #: was interested 
in marrying their daughter. 

They responded, “We will not marry Salman to our daughter but we 
are happy to marry her to you!” 

Abii Darda’ 2 agreed and married the girl. When he met Salman 
al-Farsi he explained, “I am too embarrassed to tell you what has 
happened.” 

Salman al-Farsi insisted on being informed and Abii Darda’ 2 
explained to him what had transpired. 

Salman al-Farsi 4s responded, “I should be more ashamed than you 
because I had proposed for a girl whom Allah 4% had predestined for 
you!”? 


@ 


The Sahabah # accepted taqdir almost as if it were second nature to them. 
They did not complain when things did not turn out as they had planned. 
They gladly accepted Allah’s 3s decree and lived their lives accordingly. 


& 


1 Mu‘jamul Kabir Lit-Tabrani, p216 
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A Wise Woman 


Nabi % once sent a proposal to a young woman from the Ansar on behalf 
of Julaibib 4. The woman’s father said, “Allow me to first consult with 
her mother.” Nabi # agreed. 

He then left to discuss the issue with his wife. 

“Never!” she remarked, “Did Nabi # not find anybody besides Julaibib? 
We have declined the proposals of so and so.” 

Inthe meanwhile, the daughter was quietly listening to the discussion. 
Just as the father was about to go out and inform Nabi % of their decision, 
the daughter exclaimed, “Do you intend to reject the proposal made by 
Nabi 38? If Nabi 3s is happy to marry him in your family then proceed with 
the marriage.” 

They replied, “You are correct.” 

The father went to Nabi 3 and said, “If you are pleased with him, so 
are we.” 

Nabi % responded, “I am pleased with him.” 

The marriage was performed. Julaibib # later participated in a 
battle. After the battle had ended, Nabi # noticed that he was missing 
and instructed the Sahabah .A: to search for him. His body was found in 
the midst of a number of disbelievers whom he had killed. 

Nabi # came to him and said, “He killed seven disbelievers and only 
then did they succeed in killing him. He is from me and I am from him.” 

Nabi # carried him in his arms and buried him. Nabi #8 also made 
du‘a’ for his widow, “O Allah, shower Your blessings upon her and let not 
her life be one of hardship.” 

A narrator of the incident mentions that no widow from the Ansar! 
would spend as much as her. In other words, she became well-to-do.’ 


Following the guidance and advice of Nabi % is the path to true success. 


1 The Muslims of Madinah who assisted those who migrated from Makkah. 
2 Musnad Ahmad 
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Glimpses from the Life of Imam Bukhari .- 


he Sahih Bukhari is regarded by the Muslim world as the most 

authentic book after the Qur’an. The author of this great book 

was Imam Muhammad ibn Isma'll al-Bukhari 8%. He was born 
in 194 Hijri in Bukhara. His father passed away while he was a young boy. 
Below are a few inspiring incidents from his illustrious life. 


Mother's Du'a’ 
Imam Bukhari «*=- became blind at a young age, but his pious mother 
continued making du‘a’ for him. One night she saw Ibrahim *#) saying to 
her in a dream, “Due to your continuous du‘as, Allah 3 has restored the 
eyesight of your son.” 

When he awoke in the morning, his sight was indeed restored.’ 


Business Integrity 

On one occasion, a group of traders from Syria came to purchase some 
goods from Imam Bukhari -. They offered to purchase the goods from 
him at a price which would yield a profit of five thousand dirhams. Imam 
Bukhari 2. said to them, “Return to your homes for today.” 

The next day, another group of traders came to him and offered to 
purchase the goods at a price that would have enabled him to make a 
profit of ten thousand dirhams. 

Imam Bukhari w+. refused, saying, “I had already made an intention 
last night to sell these goods to the first group of traders who had come. 


172 


I do not wish to change my intention now. 


Humility 
One day, Imam Bukhari «=. was in the process of constructing a 
building close to Bukhara. Many people came to assist the Imam with the 


1 Hadyus Sari Mugaddimah Fathul Bari, p 478 
2 Hadyus Sari Muqaddimah Fathul Bart, p 479 
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construction. But, the Imam continued carrying the bricks with his own 
hands. 

Somebody appealed to him, “There is no need for you to carry the 
bricks. We will do it.” 

Imam Bukhari 2%: responded, “I am doing this for my own 
benefit.” 


Kindness 
Muhammad ibn Abii Hatim al-Warraq mentions, “When I used to travel 
with Imam Bukhari .u#:-, out of the summer months, we used to sleep in 
the same room. He would rise between fifteen and twenty times during 
the night. Each time, he would light the lamp with his own hands, take 
out some Ahadith, mark them and then lie down again. I once said to 
him, ‘Why do you put yourself through all this trouble? Why do you not 
awaken me instead?’ 

He replied, ‘You are young and | do not wish to disrupt your sleep. 


2999 


A Handsome Investment 

Imam Bukhari 2. inherited a huge sum of wealth from his father. He 
invested it and earned around five hundred dirhams every month. He 
would utilise the profits in his search for knowledge, saying, “The reward 
which is with Allah 4¢ is better and more fruitful.” 


Amazing Memory 
Imam Bukhari 2°: memorised a hundred thousand authentic Ahadith 
and two hundred thousand unauthentic Ahadith. His contemporaries 
were astounded by his amazing memory from a tender age. They narrate 
that he would accompany them on their travels to Basrah in order to learn 
from the scholars of Hadith. On one occasion, they noticed that Imam 
Bukhari 2#- had not written anything for a period of sixteen days. 
They confronted the Imam regarding their concerns and he replied, 
“You people have rebuked me considerably. Show me the Ahadith that 
you have written!” 


1 Hadyus Sari Mugaddimah Fathul Bari, p 481 
2 Hadyus Sari Mugaddimah Fathul Bari, p 481 
3 Hadyus Sari Mugaddimah Fathul Bari, p 479 
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They had written over fifteen thousand Ahadith. Imam Bukhari «#5, 
quoted every single Hadith from memory and, in amazement, they began 
correcting the errors they had made in their respective writings. 

Imam Bukhari 4 remarked, “Do you think that I have come here to 
waste my time?”! 


Astounding Intellect 

When Imam Bukhari = arrived in Baghdad, the Hadith scholars 
gathered to test his memory. They took a hundred Ahadith and mixed up 
the text and the chain of narrators. Ten people were assigned to quote 
ten Ahadith each to the Imam. Each person recited his ten Ahadith but 
upon each one, the Imam said, “I do not know this Hadith.” 

Those amongst the crowd, who were aware of the plan to test him 
began to realise that the Imam had understood their aim. Those who 
did not know about the plan, began to doubt the Imam’s capability and 
memory. When the ten had completed, Imam Bukhari turned to the first 
person and quoted the Hadith he had mentioned incorrectly and then 
recited the correct Hadith with the correct text and chain. He did so with 
all hundred Ahadith. 

Hafiz ibn Hajar »:-, the renowned scholar of Hadith explained, 
“More amazing than his correction of their errors, was the fact that he 
had managed to memorise the sequence and order of the Ahadith quoted 
to him.” 


Qur’anic Recitation in Ramadan 

Imam Bukhari #=- used to complete the entire Qur’an by reciting twenty 
verses in every rakat of Tarawih’. During the last portion of the night he 
would again recite Qur’an, completing a full recitation in three nights. 
During the day he would complete the Qur'an close to the time of Iftar,’ 
saying, “Du‘as are accepted at this time.”® 


Hadiyatud Darari, p 27 
Hadyus Sari Muqaddimah Fathul Bari, p 486 
A special prayer performed during the month of Ramadan. 
The time of breaking the fast, immediately after sunset. 
Hadyus Sari Muqaddimah Fathul Bari, p 481 
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Devotion in Salah 

Once Imam Bukhari *:- prolonged his Salah for a substantial period of 
time. After he had completed, he asked his companions to check whether 
there was anything beneath his kurta’.” 

They found that a hornet had stung the Imam about seventeen times 
causing his body to swell. One of his companions asked, “Why did you not 
stop your Salah when you felt the first bite?” 

He explained, “I had begun reciting a chapter of the Qur’an and 
wanted to complete it.”” 


Simplicity in Food 

Imam Bukhari :- used to eat very little. Once, when he was extremely ill, 
he admitted to the doctors who saw to him, that he had not eaten gravy 
for forty years. The doctors advised that his cure lay in him consuming 
gravy, but Imam Bukhari a# refused to accept their advice. Only after 
much persuasion by his colleagues, did he agree to consume a little sugar 
with his bread.’ 


Honesty and Generosity 
Imam Bukhari 2% often used to engage in archery while on horseback. 
Once he missed the target and his arrow struck the pillar of a bridge, 
causing it to be damaged. He jumped off his horse, removed the arrow 
from the pillar and said to his companion, “Go to the owner of this bridge 
and explain to him that we have caused some damage to the pillar of his 
bridge. Beg for forgiveness from him. In addition, ask him to allow us to 
rebuild the pillar or to accept the equivalent sum of money for damages 
caused.” 

When the owner was informed of this, he said, “Tell Abi ‘Abdullah 
(Imam Bukhari #-) that he has done nothing wrong. In fact, may all my 
wealth be sacrificed for him!” 


1 A garment worn by Muslim men. 
2 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 2, p 12 
3 Hadyus Sari Mugaddimah Fathul Bari, p 481 
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When Imam Bukhari 8. heard his reply, he was extremely happy 
and read five hundred Ahadith to those who had come from afar. He also 
gave out three hundred dirhams in sadaqah (charity).’ 


Blessed Grave 

After his body had been buried, the sweet smell of musk emanated from 
his grave. This lasted for a number of days. People began to carry away 
the soil from his grave, and a wooden structure was then built over it to 
prevent this. May Allah 3g grant Imam Bukhari :. the highest of stages 
in Jannah! 


Enemy is Pardoned 


#43, She was married to Abii al-‘As ibn Rabi’, who was a wealthy 

businessman of Makkah and a nephew of Khadija ¥4y,. Zainab vay, 
and Abii al-As had been married before the dawn of prophethood. She had 
then accepted Islam but he remained a disbeliever. In the battle of Badr, 
he fought on the side of the Quraish. He was taken captive by the Muslims 
and brought to Madinah. 

As it was decided that the captives would be released on payment of a 
ransom, Zainab ¥#3,sent some wealth which included a necklace given to 
her by her mother, Khadija¥sy,. When Nabi saw the necklace, compassion 
overtook him and he asked the Sahabah # if they were willing to return 
the necklace to Zainab ¥é 5, and return Abii al-‘As without payment of a 
ransom. They agreed. Nabi 4 instructed Abi al-As to allow Zainab #, to 
come to him in Madinah in return for his freedom. He agreed. 

When he reached Makkah, Abi al-‘As allowed Zainab ¥#3,to leave for 
Madinah, but she was stopped by the Quraish. A spear was thrown at her 
by Habbar ibn Aswad and she fell from her conveyance, causing her to 
bleed severely. She was pregnant at the time, and this led to a miscarriage. 


VA ainab ¥#y, was the daughter of Nabi # from his first wife, Khadija 


1 Hadyus Sari Mugaddimah Fathul Bari, p 480 
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She never recovered from her wound and passed away during the sth 
year of HijrTin Madinah. Nabi # entered her grave with great sadness and 
sorrow, but emerged pleased. He explained, “I remembered her weakness 
and | asked Allah to make it easy for her in the grave. My request was 
granted.“ 

Habbar ibn Aswad came to Nabi 3 during the conquest of Makkah. He 
was from amongst those whom the Muslim army had been commanded 
to kill. As he entered the gathering of Nabi 3%, a Sahabi wanted to attack 
him but Nabi 3 commanded the Sahabi not to do so. 

Habbar then addressed Nabi 3, “Peace be upon you, O Prophet of 
Allah. 1 bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship but Allah 
and I bear witness that Muhammad % is the prophet of Allah. I had fled 
from you, intending to join another tribe, but I remembered the kindness 
you displayed to your close family members and your forgiveness to those 
who were ignorant of you. O Prophet of Allah, we were a nation steeped 
in disbelief, but Allah guided us and saved us from destruction through 
you. Please pardon my ignorance and the harm | have inflicted upon you. 
I confess to my evil action and I acknowledge my sin.” 

Nabi % replied, “I have forgiven you. Allah has surely been kind to 
you by guiding you to Islam.”! 


@ 


To forgive an enemy, who has harmed one physically and emotionally, 

requires a great deal of courage and compassion. Numerous incidents 

of this nature show that Nabi % graciously overlooked the harm people 

caused to him. As the Qur’an mentions, he was ‘rahmatul lil ‘lamin’, a 
mercy to creation. 


& 


1 Al-Isabah, vol 8, p 91 and p 278; Al-Isti'ab Fi Ma'rifatil Ashab, p 409, vol 4; Ar-Rawzul 
Unf; Usdul Ghabah; Al-Mu‘jamul Kabir Lit Tabrani 
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A Female Mufti 


atimah As-Samargandiyyah was the daughter of Shaikh ‘Ala’uddin 

Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Ahmad As-Samargandi »#:., the 

author of Tuhfat al-Fugaha. A commentary on this book, entitled 
“Bada 'i‘us-Sana’i’”, was written by Imam Abii Bakr ibn Mas ‘tid al-Kasani «*:., 
a student of Shaikh ‘Ala’uddin. This commentary is one of the masterpieces 
of Hanaft figh. 

When Imam Kasani presented his book before his mentor, he was so 
pleased with it that he accepted it as a mahr' for his daughter's marriage 
to him. Fatimah had received proposals from the kings of the time, but 
these had been rejected by her father. Contemporary scholars would 


say, 
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“He wrote a commentary on his Tuhfah and married his 
daughter!” 


To understand the scholarly greatness of this woman, there is a need 
to first understand the brilliance of her husband. Imam Kasani was an 
exceptional scholar of his time. He was known by the title ‘Malikul ‘Ulama’’, 
the head of the scholars. His status can be gauged from his magnum opus, 
“Bada’i ‘us-Sana’i”, in ten volumes. According to a number of ‘Ulama’, 
including ‘Allamah ‘Abidin Shami «%- and others, this book is without 
a parallel in its field. Imam Kasani «1%. was extremely knowledgeable in 
usiil and fura' (the principles and derivatives of jurisprudence). 

After completing his studies in Bukhara, he travelled to Byzantium. 
From there, he took up the position of teaching Hadith and Fiqh at Aleppo 
on the insistence of Nir ud-Din Mahmiid ibn Zangi. Imam Kasani 4. 


1 A payment made by the husband to the bride upon marriage. 
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was known for his opposition to the Mu'tazila and innovators. He was a 
dedicated teacher who took special care in teaching. 

Amazingly, historical sources mention, “When in doubt, he would 
consult his wife. She would advise him and he would then accept her 
opinion.” 

Fatimah’s greatness as a scholar of Hadith and Fiqh can further be 
gauged from the fact that she had memorised her father’s compilation, 
Tuhfat al-Fuqaha. She was so proficient, that when fatawa (verdicts) were 
passed from this household, they would bear her signature, together 
with that of her father and husband.! 


& 


Such women should serve as true role models for Muslim women of every 
age. Their biographies have far more to offer than the lifestyle of film 
actresses, pop-stars and fashion models who have unfortunately been 
transformed into icons on the grounds of superficial beauty. 
An intelligent father sees to the religious upbringing of his daughter and 
marries her to a pious man. 


Who is Dajjal? 


atimah bint Qais ¥#, narrates that Nabi 3 completed the Salah and 
sat on the pulpit. He was smiling and said, “Each person should 
remain where he had performed $alah. Do you know why I have 
gathered you?” 
The Sahabah # replied, “Allah and His messenger know best.” 


1 Raddul Mukhtar, vol 1, p 100 ; Tajut-Tarajim Fi Tabaqatil Hanafiyyah, p 84; ‘Iqd ul- 
Juman Fi Tarikh Ahluz-Zaman; Bughyatut Talab Fi Tarikh Halb 
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Nabi # said, “By Allah, I did not ask you to gather for any 
recommendation or warning, but to inform you that Tamim Ad-Dari, a 
former Christian, came to me, swore allegiance and became a Muslim. He 
then related to me certain matters about Dajjal, which conformed with 
what I had informed you previously. He indicated to me that he had sailed 
in a ship with thirty men of Lakhm and Judham and they were tossed 
around by the waves for a month. They then arrived at an island, just as 
the sun was setting. They boarded a small rowing-boat and reached the 
island, where they were met by a beast, the body of which was covered by 
so much of hair that they could not distinguish its front from its back. 

They said, ‘Woe to you, what are you?’ 

It said, ‘I am al-Jassasah. 

They asked, ‘What is al-Jassasah?’ 

It said, ‘O people, go to this man in the monastery for he is keen to 
know about you.’ 

The narrator says, ‘When we heard it taking the name of a man, we 
were afraid that it might be a Shaitdn, so we quickly left and entered the 
monastery, where we found the biggest man we had ever seen. He was 
bound strongly in chains. His hands were tied to his neck and his legs 
were bound from the knees to the ankles with iron chains. 

We said, ‘Woe to you, who are you?’ 

He said, ‘You will soon find out about me. First, tell me who you are. 

They replied, ‘We are Arabs who had embarked on a ship, but the sea 
became rough and the waves tossed us about for one month. Then they 
brought us to this island of yours. We used rowing-boats and landed on 
the island. We were met by a beast with a great deal of hair. It was so 
hairy that its front could not be made out from its back. We said, “Woe 
to you, what are you?” It said, “I am al-Jassasah.” We said, “What is al- 
Jassasah?” It said, “Go to this man in the monastery for he is keen to 
know about you.” So we came rushing to you and fled from it because we 
were not sure whether it was a devil or not. 

The chained person asked, ‘Tell me about the date-palms of Baysan.’ 

We asked, ‘What would you like to know about them?’ 

He said, ‘I am asking you whether these trees bear fruit or not. 

We replied, ‘Yes. 
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He said, ‘Soon they will not bear fruit’ 

He then asked, ‘Tell me about the lake of Tabariyyah. 

We replied, ‘What would you like to know about it?’ 

He asked, ‘Is there water in it?’ 

We replied, ‘There is a great deal of water in it.’ 

He said, ‘Soon it will dry up. 

Then he said, ‘Tell me about the spring of Zughar (which is in the 
south of Syria): 

We asked, ‘What would you like to know about it?’ 

He said, ‘Is there water in the spring and do the people use it to grow 
their crops?’ 

We said to him, ‘Yes, there is plenty of water in it and the people grow 
crops with its water’ 

He said, ‘Tell me about the Prophet from the unlettered, What has he 
done?’ 

We said, ‘He has left Makkah and has settled in Yathrib (Madinah), 

He asked, ‘Do the Arabs fight against him?’ 

‘Yes,’ we replied. 

He asked, ‘How did he deal with them?’ 

We told him that he had prevailed over the Arabs in his vicinity and 
they had become obedient to him. 

He said to us, ‘Has that really happened to them?’ 

‘Yes, we replied. 

He explained, ‘If this is so, then it is better for them to obey him. 
Now I will tell you about myself. I am the Dajjal and soon I will be given 
permission to emerge. I will travel in the land and will not leave any 
town without staying for forty nights therein, except Makkah and Tayba 
(Madinah). These are both forbidden to me. Each time I will try to enter, 
I will be prevented from doing so by an angel with a sword in his hand. 
Angels will guard every route to these cities’ ” 

Fatimah bint Qais way, says, “Then Nabi 3 struck the pulpit with 
his staff and said, ‘This is Tayba, this is Tayba, this is Tayba; meaning 
Madinah. 

He asked, ‘Did I not tell you this before?’ 

The Sahabah 4 answered, ‘Yes. 
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Nabi 4 said, ‘I liked Tamim’s story because it conforms with what | 
had mentioned to you about Dajjal, Makkah and Madinah. Beware! He 
is in the Syrian Sea or the Yemeni Sea. No, rather he is in the east, he is 
in the east, he is in the east,' and he pointed with his hand towards the 
east. ”! 


& 


The conformity of the words of Nabi # with the real life experience 
of Tamim al-Dari, proves the truthfulness of Nabi # as a messenger of 
Allah 48. 


Effect of Sadagah 


ba Hurairah 4: narrates that Nabt 3 said, “A person was walking 
through a barren land when he heard a (strange) voice from a 
cloud, instructing, ‘Go and water the garden of a certain person. 
Accordingly, the cloud moved in that direction and rained upon a rocky 
piece of land. All the water was gathered in a channel and began to flow 
along this pathway. The man followed the water, until he came upon a 
man standing in his orchard and redirecting the water with his spade. 
The person asked the man of the orchard, ‘O slave of Allah, what is 
your name?’ 
He revealed his name and it was the very same name he had heard 
from the cloud. 
The man of the orchard asked, ‘O slave of Allah, why do you ask my 
name?’ 
He replied, ‘I heard a voice from the cloud from which this water has 
come, taking your name and saying, “Go and water the orchard of this 


1 Muslim 
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person.” Please tell me what is it that you do with this orchard that is so 
meritorious.’ 

The man replied, ‘Now that you have asked, I will tell you. From the 
total produce, a third I give in sadaqah, a third I keep for myself and my 
family and a third I re-invest into the orchard’ ”! 


@ 


Just as Allah 4¢ directed the water from the cloud towards the orchard, 
He fulfils the needs of His obedient servants through unseen avenues, 
since all natural phenomena are in His control. 


There is great merit in a person earning halal sustenance through hard 


work. When this sustenance is then distributed as sadaqah and spent on 
one’s family with the correct intention, it brings untold blessings. 


A Contented Wife 


sma‘ says, “I arrived at an outlying desert area where I saw the 
most beautiful of women married to the ugliest of men. 
| asked her, ‘How can a woman like you be happy witha husband 
like this?’ 

She replied, ‘Remain silent! You have spoken out of turn. Perhaps, he 
is better than me in his relationship with his Creator and I am his reward 
for this. Conversely, I may not be on good terms with my Creator and He 
has made him my punishment. Should I not be content with that which 
pleases Allah?’ ” 


1 Muslim 
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Asma’ says, “Her reply silenced me.”’ 


& 


Imam Ghazali 2 quotes this incident, saying, “A woman should not 
praise her beauty before her husband, neither should she ridicule him.” 


A Wise Woman 


man from the progeny of ‘Ali 4 once said to his wife, “I give you 

the choice of remaining in my marriage or separating from me.” 

As soon as he uttered these words, he realised his mistake and 
was filled with regret. 

His wife replied, “For the past twenty years, you had the choice of 
divorcing me, but you acted responsibly and did not break our marriage. 
For a single moment when this choice is in my hand, I would never abuse 
it. | once again place the matter in your hands.” 

The husband was amazed at her reply and happily kept her as his 
wife.’ 


@ 


Sound and stable marriages require responsible individuals, who carefully 
assess the repercussions of their words prior to speaking. 


~~ 


1 Ihya’ ‘Uliimuddin, vol 2, p 54 
2 Al-Adhkiya’, p 226 
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Homes should not be broken due to trivial differences between spouses. 


Good Neighbours 


Amazing Asking Price for a House 
ba Hamzah Muhammad ibn Maymiin Sukri 2. was a scholar of 
Hadith. His excellent neighbourly conduct can be gauged from 
an incident narrated in the books of history. His neighbour 
intended to sell his house. When he was asked the price of the house, he 
replied, “Two thousand for the house and two thousand for becoming the 
neighbour of Abi Hamzah .2%..” 
When the news of this reached Abi Hamzah .2., he approached his 
neighbour with four thousand, saying, “Take this and do not sell your 
house.”! 


Concern for a Sinful Neighbour 

Imam Abi Hanifah s%:. had a neighbour in Kiifa who was a shoemaker. 
After completing his work for the day, he would come home with some 
meat or fish which he would prepare. He would then spend the night 
drinking wine. After becoming intoxicated, he would sing a couplet: 


OP time wg Se ny BER a > Heal og Bi 25 
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“People have allowed me to go to waste. 
And what a (brave) young man did they waste! 


(One who could have been of benefit) at the time of battle and 
warfare.” 


1 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 3, p 268 
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He would continue drinking and singing until sleep overpowered him. 
Imam Abii Hanifah .2#- would hear his singing, as it was his habit to spend 
his nights in Salah. One night, the Imam did not hear his neighbour and 
asked what had happened. He was informed that he had been arrested 
by the police and imprisoned. After performing Fajr Salah, the Imam 
mounted his conveyance and proceeded to the house of the governor. 

The governor gave instructions that the Imam should be given 
permission to enter and should not dismount until a carpet had been laid 
out for him. He proceeded to make further arrangements in his court for 
the Imam’s arrival. 

When the Imam arrived, he asked the reason for his visit. The Imam 
replied that his neighbour, who was a shoemaker, had been imprisoned 
and he would like the governor to order his release. The governor agreed 
to release him, together with all those who had been arrested from the 
night of the shoemaker’s arrest. The Imam then left, with the shoemaker 
walking closely behind him. 

When they arrived home, Imam Abi Hanifah »#:. addressed him, 
saying, “O young man, did we allow you to go to waste?”, referring to the 
couplet the young man used to sing. 

The man replied, “No! You have saved me and seen to my needs. 
May Allah reward you well for being an honourable and concerned 
neighbour!” 

That very day, he repented from his life of drinking and sin and never 
returned to it, thereafter.’ 


@ 


In a number of Ahadith, Nabi % stressed upon kindness to neighbours. 
Nabi % said, 


oe ¢ SB SV 65d dl yp OS Ys 


1 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 13, p 363 
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“A person who believes in Allah and the last day should be kind to his 
neighbour.” 


In another Hadith Nabi % said, “Jibrail kept advising me on the rights 
of neighbours to such an extent that I thought he would make them my 
heirs.”* 


A Deal Turns Sour 


ne night, Khalifah Hariin Ar-Rashid was quite restless, and said 
to his vizier, Jafar ibn Yahya al-Barmaki, “I am quite depressed 
and cannot fall asleep. I do not know what to do.” 

His servant Masri, who happened to be standing nearby, burst out 
laughing, and the Khalifah exclaimed, “What are you laughing at? Are 
you mocking at me?” 

Masrir replied, “I take an oath by your relationship to the leader 
of the Prophets, Nabi #, that I am not laughing at you. It was just that 
last night I was outside the castle, walking towards the bank of the river 
Tigris, when I saw many people gathered around a joker, by the name 
of Ibn al-Maghazali. I recalled some of his words, and this caused me to 
laugh. I beg your pardon, O Amir al-Mu'minin!” 

Hariin ar-Rashid commanded, “Bring him to me immediately!” 

Accordingly, Masri went out in search of the joker. When he had 
found him, Masrir said to him, “The Amir al-Mu’minin wants to see you.” 

Ibn al-Maghazali replied, “To hear is to obey!” 


1 Muslim 
2 Bukhari 
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But, Masrir continued, “I will take you to him on condition that if he 
presents you with a gift, a quarter of it will belong to you, and the rest 
to me.” 

Ibn al-Maghazali replied, “No, half will be mine and half yours.” But 
Masrir would not agree. ; 

Ibn al-Maghazalt again proposed, “I will keep a third of it and you can 
have the remaining two-thirds.” 

After a great deal of haggling, they finally agreed to this. 

When he was brought to the palace, he greeted and introduced 
himself in an impeccable manner. Hariin Ar-Rashid said to him, “If you 
make me laugh, I shall give you five hundred dinars, but if you fail, I shall 
give you three blows with this sock.” 

Now Ibn al-Maghazali thought to himself, “What are the odds of me 
getting three strokes with the sock?” 

He thought that the sock was empty. Accordingly, he began to joke 
and play such tricks, which would have made even a rock laugh. But, 
Hariin ar-Rashid did not laugh. He did not even smile. 

ibn al-Maghazali was initially astonished, then grieved and finally 
frightened. 

Hariin ar-Rashid said to him, “Now you deserve the blows.” He then 
took up the sock and twisted it. In the sock there were four stones, each 
of which weighed two ratals (a unit of measurement). When he struck Ibn 
al-Maghazali once, the latter yelled out in pain. 

He remembered the condition Masrir had imposed upon him and 
exclaimed, “Pardon, O Amir al-Mu’minin, listen to only two more words 
of mine.” 

Hari ar-Rashid replied, “Say as you wish.” 

He continued, “Masri and I have an agreement to the effect that he 
will have two-thirds of the reward I receive, and one-third will be mine. 
He had agreed to this after much bargaining. Amir al-Mu’minin has decided 
that the reward would consist of three blows, of which my share would be 
one, and Masriir’s two. I have received mine, and now it is his turn.” 

Hariin ar-Rashid laughed, called for Masrir and struck him. Masrir 
groaned from pain, and said, “I give him the remainder as a gift!” 


148 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


The Khalifah laughed again and ordered them to be given one 
thousand dinars. Each received five hundred, and Ibn al-Maghazali left 
expressing his gratitude.’ 


& 


Excessive haggling and negotiating for a better deal does not always 
guarantee the anticipated result. In a Hadith, narrated by Jabir ibn 
‘Abdullah 2, Nabi % said, 


Al By GAB NG PUB) E85 a5 


“Allah is merciful upon a person who is kind when he buys, sells and requests for 
his dues.”” 


Transformed into an Ape 


pious man, known as ‘Umar ibn al-Zaghab ..8:,, who lived in the 
A neighbourhood of Madinah, narrates his personal story: 

“On the day of ‘Ashiira, | would go to the dome of ‘Abbas and 
recite some poetry. Here, the Imamiyyah sect would also gather. Once, 
I stood at the door and asked for something for the love of Abii Bakr 
Siddiq #. 

An elderly man from the gathering came to me and said, ‘Remain 
seated, for a while, until we are done. We will give you something. 

I sat down and waited. When they were done, the elderly man took my 
hand and led me to his house, where he locked the door and commanded 


1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf vol 1, p 473 
2 Bukhari 


149 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


two of his slaves to pounce upon me. They tied me up, beat me severely 
and he finally ordered them to cut off my tongue. 

They then released me, saying, ‘Now go to the one in whose love you 
were asking for something, so that he could restore your tongue to its 
place.’ 

1 left his house and proceeded to the blessed grave of Nabi 38, where I 
cried, ‘O Nabi of Allah, you know what has happened to me due to my love 
for your companion, Abii Bakr 4. If your companion was on the truth, I 
would like that my tongue be restored.’ 

That night, I fell asleep in the blessed chamber, shaking with immense 
pain. In a dream, I saw that my tongue had been restored to its place. 
When I awoke, I found my tongue as it had been before, and 1 could speak 
once again. I exclaimed, ‘All praise be to that Being who restored my 
tongue.’ 

This caused my love for Abii Bakr 4 to increase. The next year, on the 
day of ‘Ashiira, I again went to the same place and asked for a dinar for 
the love of Abii Bakr 2. 

A young man from the gathering approached me and said, ‘Be seated 
until we have completed.’ 

Once they were completed, the young man took my hand and led me 
to the very same house where my tongue had been cut, a year ago. He 
then entertained and fed me well. Once we had eaten, and the food had 
been cleared, the young man opened a door to a room in the house and 
began to weep. I went towards him to see what had made him cry, and 
saw a monkey that was tied up. I asked what was going on, and the young 
man cried even more. I managed to calm him down and pleaded, ‘Please 
explain to me what is going on here. 

He explained, ‘If you promise not to relate this incident to anybody in 
Madinah, I will tell you.’ 

I made the promise and the young man continued, ‘Last year, on 
the day of ‘Ashira, a person came to the dome of ‘Abbas, where we had 
gathered and asked for something for the love of Abii Bakr Siddiq #. My 
father, who was a leading scholar and jurist of the Imamiyyah and Shi'a 
sects, asked him to wait until we were done. He then led this person to 
our home, where he instructed two of his slaves to beat him severely and 
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cut off his tongue. The man left, but we do not know what has happened 
to him. 

That very night, we were awakened by a fearful scream from my father. 
When we rushed to see what had happened, we realised that he had been 
transformed into an ape. We were terrified and locked him in this room. 
This ape, you see here, is my father! We then renewed our faith in Islam 
and abandoned our previous beliefs. We decided that the best thing we 
could do was to announce his death. I made an announcement to the 
effect that I had taken an oath that nobody would bathe my father’s body, 
except myself and my mother, so that nobody would realise what had 
happened. We took a decayed piece of wood, that resembled the body of 
a man, placed a cloth around it and buried it. From then onwards, I have 
done nothing but cry night and day over him? 

After hearing this, I asked, ‘If you see the man whose tongue your 
father had cut, would you recognise him?’ 

‘No, he replied. 

| explained, ‘It was I whose tongue your father had cut, and1 explained 
to him what had happened. 

The young man hastened towards me and began kissing my face and 
hands. He then gave me a dinar and some clothing and asked how my 


my 


tongue had been restored. I explained and left. 


@ 


Criticising the Sahabah and harbouring malice for them is a serious 
sin. 


& 


1 Az-Zawajir, p 382 
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The Wisdom of Imam Abi Hanifah 1. 


Recovering Stolen Goods 


ne night, a gang of thieves broke into a man’s house and stole his 

household goods. They forced the owner to take an oath to the 

effect that if he identified the thieves, he would be irrevocably 
divorced from his wife. The next morning, the owner saw the thieves 
selling his goods, but could say nothing because of the oath he had taken. 
He went to Imam Abi Hanifah «#& and related the incident to him. 
The Imam requested him to gather the Imam, Mu’adh-dhin' and other 
influential people. 

When they had all arrived, Imam Abi Hanifah »:- asked them, 
“Would you all like to see the goods of this man returned to him?” 

They replied, “Yes, we do.” 

He then said, “Gather all the evil people of the city in a house or 
masjid. As each one of them walks out, the owner should be asked whether 
he is one of the thieves or not. If he is not a thief, he should say so. If he 
is a thief, he should remain silent. His silence will indicate to you that he 
should be arrested.” 

They did as Imam Abii Hanifah a. had advised, and all the stolen 
goods were recovered,’ 


Refreshing the Memory 

Aman came to Imam Abi Hanifah #:- and explained that he had buried 
some wealth in a place, but had forgotten where it was. Imam Abi 
Hanifah «- said to him, “This is not a question of Figh, but I advise you 
to return home and perform Salah the entire night. Insha-Allah’, you will 
soon remember where your wealth is buried.” 


1 A person who calls out the adhan (call to prayer). 
2 ‘Uqtidul Juman, p 269; Al-Adhkiya’ 
3 If Allah wills. 
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The man did as he was advised. A quarter of the night had not yet 
passed, when the man recalled where his wealth was. 

He returned to Imam Abii Hanifah 4 and informed him what had 
happened. The Imam explained, “I knew that Shaitan would make you 
remember the place quickly, so that you would not perform Salah the 
entire night. Why did you not spend the remainder of the night in Salah 
in gratitude to Allah?” 


Who Should Speak first: Husband or Wife? 

A man once came to Imam Abii Hanifah 24%. and said, “I have taken an 
oath that I will not speak to my wife until she speaks to me. She in turn 
also took an oath that if she speaks to me before I speak to her, all her 
possessions would be given out in charity. What should I do? The jurists 
have been dumbfounded with the question. Sufyan Thauri 1. says that 
whoever of us speaks first will be breaking his or her oath.” 

Imam Abii Hanifah «%:. replied, “Go and speak to your wife. None of 
you will be guilty of breaking your oath.” 

The man then went and mentioned to Sufyan Thauri 2% what Imam 
Abii Hanifah 8. had said. 

In a fit of anger, Sufyan Thauri a came and confronted Imam Abii 
Hanifah .1%:,, “Have you legalised a forbidden relationship?” 

Imam Abii Hanifah a: asked what he meant. Sufyan Thauri 
asked the man to repeat the incident. 

After hearing the incident, Imam Abi Hanifah »- replied, “My 
verdict remains the same.” 

Sufyan Thauri .# asked, “How can you say that?” 

Imam Abii Hanifah 2%. explained, “By her taking an oath after his 
oath, she had spoken. In other words, by speaking, she had fulfilled his 
oath. If he speaks to her now, none of their oaths will be broken.” 

When Sufyan Thauri «a: heard the explanation, he submitted, 
“Knowledge of which we were ignorant of, has certainly been exposed 
to you.”? 


1 ‘Uqtdul Juman, p 268; Al-Adhkiya’ 
2 ‘Ugiidul Juman, p 266; Tafsir Ar-Razi; At-Tabaqatus Saniyyah Fi Tarajimil Hanafiyyah 


153 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


Marital Relations in Ramadan 


Imam Abii Hanifah 24 was asked about the dilemma of a certain man 
who had taken an oath that he would have marital relations with his wife 
during the day in Ramadan. Nobody could solve his problem. 

Imam Abii Hanifah 2%: replied, “The man should undertake a journey 
in Ramadan and become a muséfir (traveller). Having marital relations 
would then be permissible in Ramadan, during the day.”" 


Six Mistakes 

Hasan ibn Ziyad al-Lu’lut says, “In the vicinity of my home, lived an insane 
woman by the name of Umm ‘Imran. As she was sitting one day, a person 
passed a remark at her. 

She replied by saying, ‘O son of two adulterers!’ 

Coincidentally, Qadi ibn Abi Laila heard the remark and summoned 
her to the masjid. There she was lashed twice, eighty lashes each time, 
once for slandering the man’s father and another for slandering his 
mother. 

When news of this reached Imam Abii Hanifah, «4. he said, ‘Qadi ibn 
Abi Laila has made six mistakes in enforcing the punishment upon her: 
Firstly, he had her lashed in the masjid, whereas the penal code cannot be 
executed in a masjid. Secondly, she was lashed while standing, whereas 
women should be lashed while they are seated. Thirdly, she was lashed 
twice for slandering the father and mother. The two lashings should have 
been combined into one, since a person who slanders an entire group of 
people may only be given a single lashing. Fourthly, the two lashings were 
given together, whereas a second punishment may only be meted out 
once the effect of the first punishment has subsided. Fifthly, the insane 
are exempt from being punished. Sixthly, she was lashed due to slandering 
the person’s parents, but the parents were absent. They should have been 


9999 


called in first. 


1 Tafsir Ar-Razi, vol 1, p 196, Sirah Baqarah, verse 31 
2 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 13, p 351 
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Continue to Seek Knowledge 

Once, Imam Abii Yiisuf =, a senior student of Imam Abii Hanifah .4:., 
was severely ill. Imam Abii Hanifah 4. visited him a number of times. On 
one occasion, he noticed that Imam Abii Yisuf 2% was quite weak and 
remarked, “For the benefit of the Muslims, I hope that you will remain 
after me. If death overtakes you, a great amount of knowledge will leave 
with you!” 

As it happened, Imam Abii Yisuf #- recovered completely, and was 
informed regarding the statement Imam Abii Hanifah 24. had made. 
This gave him an air of confidence and also caused people to flock to him. 
Subsequently, he established his own circle of jurisprudence and stopped 
attending the gathering of Imam Abii Hanifah 2. 

When news of this reached Imam Abii Hanifah 4, he summoned a 
reliable person and instructed him to proceed to the gathering of Abi 
Yiisuf 2 and ask him, “A man hands over his garment to a laundryman 
to wash for a fee of one dirham. After a few days, he returns and asks for 
his garment. The laundryman denies ever receiving anything from the 
man. After a while, the laundryman hands over the washed garment to 
the man. Now, the question arises: Does the laundryman have to be paid 
his fee? Ask Imam Abii Yiisuf this question. If he replies that the fee is 
due, then say to him that he is incorrect. If he says that no fee is due, 
again say to him that he is incorrect.” 

The man went and did as he was instructed. Imam Abi Yisuf 1%. first 
answered that the fee was due. When he was informed that his answer 
was incorrect, he pondered a while and replied that no fee was due. When 
again he was informed that his answer was incorrect, he immediately 
stood up and proceeded to the gathering of Imam Abii Hanifah %:.. 

When Imam Abii Hanifah 14. saw him, he remarked, “It appears as if 
the matter of the laundryman has brought you to me.” 

“Yes,” replied Imam Abii Yusuf &.. 

“Subhanallah,” exclaimed Imam Abii Hanifah «:., “A person who 
begins issuing fatawa (verdicts), establishes his own circle of learning 
and begins to speak with authority regarding Islamic matters, is in such 
a condition that he cannot answer a question on Ijarah (rental contracts) 
with ease?” 
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Imam Abii Yiisuf submitted «4, “O Abii Hanifah, please explain to 
me the correct answer.” 

Imam Abi Hanifah .1%- explained, “If he had washed the garment after 
he had usurped it unlawfully, then he is not entitled to a fee, because he 
had washed it for himself. However, if he had washed it prior to usurping 
it, he is entitled to the fee, because he had washed it for the owner.” 

Imam Abii Hanifah 2 then explained, “A person who regards himself 
as independent of seeking knowledge should cry over his plight.”’ 


A Wise Proposal 
Dahhak As-Sha‘ri came to Imam Abii Hanifah .w%., while the latter was in 
Kiifa, and said, “Repent!” 

Imam Abii Hanifah 4. asked, “From what should I repent?” 

Dahhak answered, “Repent from regarding arbitration as 
permissible.” 

Imam Abii Hanifah 2. asked, “Will you kill me or debate with me?” 

He replied, “I will debate with you.” 

Imam Abi Hanifah 2%. then asked, “If we have any differences during 
the course of our debate, who will judge between us?” 

Dahhak replied, “You may choose whoever you wish to settle the 
dispute between us.” 

Imam Abii Hanifah »#:- then said to one of Dahhak’s companions, 
“Please judge between us if we have any differences.” 

Then, turning to Dahhak, Imam Abii Hanifah «*:. asked, “Are you 
satisfied with this person as an arbitrator between us?” 

“Yes,” replied Dahhak. 

“Then you too regard arbitration as permissible,” remarked Imam 
Abii Hanifah 2#:-. Dahhak was left speechless.’ 


Solution to a Complex Matter 
‘Ali ibn ‘Asim narrates, “I asked Imam Abii Hanifah a%:- to resolve the 
following question: A man has one dirham and another has two. After 


1 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 13, p 349 
2 ‘Uqiidul Juman p 265; At-Tabaqatus Saniyyah Fi Tarajimil Hanafiyyah 
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putting their dirhams together, two of the three dirhams are somehow 
lost. It is not known whose two dirhams are lost. What is to be done?” 

Imam Abii Hanifah «= replied, “The remaining dirham should 
be divided into three parts. Two thirds of it belong to the man who 
contributed two dirhams and one third belongs to the man who had 
contributed one.” 

‘Ali explained what happened next, “I met Ibn Shubrumah and posed 
the same question to him. He asked me whether | had posed the question 
to anybody else.” 

“Yes,” I replied, “I have asked Imam Abi Hanifah 8s, and he said that 
the dirham should be split into three parts.” 

Ibn Shubrumah replied, “Imam Abii Hanifah «#:. has erred in his 
ruling. It can be said with certainty that at least one of the two lost 
dirhams belonged to the man who had two dirhams. On the other hand, 
the dirham which is present can belong to either of the two contributors. 
Therefore, this remaining dirham should be divided between the two 
men equally.” 

‘Alt ibn Asim continues, “I found this answer more favourable and said 
to Imam Abii Hanifah, ‘There appears to be a difference of opinion on this 
issue. I met Ibn Shubrumah and he answered the question differently. ” 

Imam Abii Hanifah «#:. explained, “When the three dirhams were 
put together, and they could not be distinguished from each other, a 
partnership emerged in the process. The man who had contributed one 
dirham had now become the owner of a third of every dirham in the 
partnership. The man who had contributed two dirhams owned two 
thirds of each dirham in the partnership. Therefore, if any of the dirhams 
are lost, the shares of each partner would remain the same.” 


Respecting his Mother’s Wishes 

Hajar ibn ‘Abdul Jabbar al-Hadrami says, “A story-teller by the name of 
Zur‘ah used to frequent our masjid, which then came to be associated 
with him. Once, the mother of Imam Abi Hanifah »#:. asked for a fatwa 
on a certain issue. Imam Abii Hanifah 2. gave her the answer but she 
did not accept it, saying, ‘I will only accept what Zur‘ah says. 


1 At-Tabaqatus Saniyyah Fi Tarajimil Hanafiyyah, vol 1, p 153 
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Imam Abii Hanifah 4 then went with her to Zur‘ah and explained, 
‘This is my mother. She wants to ask you a question regarding a certain 
matter. 

Zur‘ah replied, ‘You are more knowledgeable and intelligent than I am. 
You should give her an answer. 

Imam Abi Hanifah «=. replied, ‘I have answered her, and he explained 
what he had said to her. 

To this, Zur‘ah replied, ‘The answer is as Imam Abii Hanifah «:. has 
explained’ 

Pleased with this, his mother returned home.”! 


The Curse of Wine 


thman 4 would say, “Abstain from wine as it is the mother of all 

evil. There was a man amongst the nations of the past who was 

engrossed in the worship of Allah 3, but a sinful woman was 
attracted to him. She sent her slave girl to him indicating that she required 
him as a witness in a certain matter. The pious man followed the slave girl 
until they reached her home. She knocked at the door and as they entered, 
she locked it so that he could not escape. He was then led to the evil woman, 
who had a young boy and a jug of wine at her side. 

She addressed him, ‘I did not call you as a witness. Rather, I invited you 
to do one of three things: you may fulfil your desires with me, drink a glass 
of wine or kill this boy. 

The man answered, ‘I will drink a glass of wine; thinking it to be the 
least of the evils. 

When he had drunk the glass of wine, he asked for more and more until 
he became so intoxicated, that he fulfilled his desires with her and finally 
killed the boy as well.” 


1 Tarikh Baghdad, vol 13, p 366 
2 Nasa 
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@ 


‘Uthman 4 aptly explained the moral of the incident, ‘Stay away from 
wine. I take an oath on Allah, that Iman and addiction to wine, when 
combined, will probably result in the wine removing the Iman.’ ” 


Better than a Servant 


atimah ¥é#,, the beloved daughter of Nabi 38, had developed sores on 

her hands and neck, due to grinding flour with her hand-mill and 

carrying water. Sweeping her home had made her clothes dusty 
and baking bread had discoloured her face. Meanwhile, “Ali 4 received 
news that Nabi # had received some slaves and advised her to approach 
him and ask for a servant to help with her household chores. When she 
arrived at the house of her father, she did not find him there. He was in 
the masjid engaged in discussion with his companions. 

Later, when he was informed about the arrival of his daughter, he 
came to see them in their room. The cloth that was covering ‘Ali 4 and 
Fatimah ¥¢ », was so small that their feet were exposed when they covered 
their heads and their heads were exposed when they covered their feet. 
When he sought permission to enter, they wanted to dress appropriately 
but he asked them to remain lying down as they were. He informed them 
that he would prefer to sell the slaves that he had received and spend the 
money on the Ahlus Suffa', who had no food. 

He, instead, taught them certain adhkdr, saying, “Allow me to teach 
you something which is better than what you have asked for. When you 
go to bed, say, 


1 Literally means ‘people of the platform’. They were a group of poor Muslims who had 
dedicated their lives to learning Islam from Nabi 3. 
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og? se 
“,S| dbl thirty-four times 


dis| L622 thirty-three times and 


v F, . . 
4) Ja41 thirty-three times. 


That is better for you than a servant.” 

‘Ali later exclaimed, “I have not left practising on this ever since I 
heard it from Nabi 38.” 

Somebody asked, “Not even on the night of Siffin??” 

‘Ali 4 replied, “Not even on the night of Siffin.”® 


@ 


Nabi % always gave preference to the hereafter over the comforts of 
the world when it came to the affairs of his family. He encouraged his 
daughter and son-in-law towards patience and the remembrance of 
Allah 4 instead of acquiring a servant. It was a settled principle with 
Nabi %, that he always placed his family members in the front line 
in facing a risk or hazard, but allotted them the last place when he 
distributed favours, rewards and spoils of war. When the three brave 
warriors of the Quraish, ‘Utba, Shaiba and Walid ibn ‘Utba, challenged 
the Muslims to single combat at Badr, Nabi # sent forward Hamzah, ‘Ali 
and ‘Ubaidah &, who were his family and members of his clan, the Bani 
Hashim, 
Nabi # approached his daughter and son-in-law with extreme love, 
asking them not to inconvenience themselves by moving from their bed. 
He then sat affectionately between them, as close as he could, and kindly 


1 Bukhari; Muslim; Tirmidhi; Aba Dawid; Nasa’ 

2 Siffin is the name of a place close to the Euphrates where the famous battle took place 
between ‘Ali -4e and the Syrians in the year 37 Hijri. 

3 Muslim 
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explained what he considered was better for them. His gentle approach 
melted their hearts. 


‘All's obedience to Nabi # and his discipline in worship can be gauged 
from the fact that he remembered to practise on the advice of his master 
during the trying and strenuous battle of Siffin. 


Allah’s 8 Help Comes in Amazing Ways 


pious woman from the Banii Isra’il was very particular about 
Arnis her Salah on time. Her husband was a non-believer 

and would prevent her from this, but, she would persist in her 
worship. One day, he gave her something to keep in trust. Then, without 
her knowledge, he took it and tossed it into the sea. A fish swallowed 
it and was, thereafter, caught by a fisherman, who sold it to the non- 
believer. While cleaning the fish, his wife found the item and put it back 
in its former place. When the husband asked for the item, she handed it 
over to him as if nothing had happened. He was dumb-struck.! 


& 


Allah 3 opens His doors of mercy for those who follow His commands. 


& 


1 Nuzhatul Majalis Wa Muntakhabun Nafa’is, p 133 
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Adventures of a Student of Hadith 


bii Hatim Razi 2: says, “I stayed in Basrah for eight months 

during the year 214 Hijri. My intention was to stay there for an 

entire year, but I had no money left and ended up selling the 
clothes on my body. I had a friend with whom I would attend the lessons 
of the scholars of Hadith, from morning till evening. At evening time, 
I would return to my empty home and drink some water to overcome 
my hunger. In the morning, my friend would come and we would again 
proceed to learn Ahadith. In this manner, I suffered from extreme 
hunger. 

This continued until one day, he came to me and said, ‘Let us proceed 
and attend the gatherings of the scholars. 

I replied, ‘I cannot because I am too weak.’ 

He asked, ‘What has caused this weakness?’ 

I replied, ‘I cannot hide anything from you. Two days have passed and 
I have not eaten anything!’ 

He replied, ‘I have a dinar. I will give half to you and the remaining 
half we will use for hiring a conveyance. 

We then left Basrah.” 

Aba Hatim explains further, “We left the gathering of Dawid al- 
Ja‘fart s%;. in Madinah and proceeded to Bihar. Here we set sail on the 
sea. We were three at the time: Abi Zuhair al-Marwarizi, a student from 
Nishapir and myself. 

while at sea, I had the need to perform ghusl. When I awoke, | informed 
my companions regarding this. 

They said to me, ‘Immerse yourself into the sea. 

I replied, ‘But, | cannot swim!’ 

So, they tied me toa rope and immersed me into the water. I performed 
a full wudii and then asked them to lower me a bit deeper. They did so, 
and I submerged myself completely into the water. I then called out to 
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them and they pulled me out of the water. We continued sailing but the 
wind was against us. 

We remained on the ocean for a duration of three difficult months. 
Finally, our provisions were exhausted and we landed ashore. We walked 
for three full days without eating or drinking anything. Everyday, at 
evening time, we would perform our Salah and lie down to sleep. Our 
bodies became weak out of hunger, thirst and fatigue. On the third day, 
we again walked with the little strength we had left, but, Abii Zuhair al- 
Marwarizi collapsed into unconsciousness. We tried to revive him but 
he would not respond. We left him and continued. After walking for an 
hour or so, weakness overpowered me also and I collapsed to the ground 
unconscious. 

My companion left me and continued walking until he saw a ship 
approaching the shore. The sailors came ashore and proceeded to a close- 
by well. My companion began waving a cloth to draw their attention. 
They saw him and brought some water for him to drink. 

He said to them, ‘My two companions are unconscious. Please go and 
find them,” 

Abii Hatim Razi 34%, says, “I can remember that I regained my senses 
when I saw a man pouring water on my face. I opened my eyes and said, 
“Give me water to drink!“ He poured a little which I drank, It did not 
quench my thirst and I asked for some more. He poured a little more and 
I drank it. 

I then said to him, ‘My companion behind me is stranded. 

He replied, ‘A group of people have already gone out in search of 
him: 

He then held my hand and | began walking, dragging my feet. He 
continued giving me water to drink. We finally reached their ship. The 
other sailors arrived with my companion. They were very kind to us 
and we remained with them for a number of days, until we regained our 
strength. 

They then wrote a letter, addressed to the ruler of Ra’yah. They 
provided us with some cake, cereal and water and we continued on our 
journey. We walked until our food was exhausted and plodded along the 
coastline, hungry and thirsty. At last, we found a large tortoise, similar 
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to a shield, which had been washed out of the sea. With a large stone, 
we crushed the shell. Inside, we found a substance resembling the yolk 
of an egg. With the help of some sea shells lying on the shore, we began 
scooping the yellow substance and eating it until we had satiated our 
hunger and thirst. 

Again, we proceeded and finally entered Ra’yah. We passed the letter 
onto the ruler, who hosted us in his own home and showed us much 
kindness. After a number of days, he provided us with some food and we 
left for Egypt.” 


& 


Muslim students displayed amazing zeal in their quest for Islamic 
knowledge. 


~ 


Allah 4, in His divine wisdom, tests people with varying degrees of 
difficulty. Intelligent and successful are those who turn to Allah 4s and 
remain steadfast during trying times. 


Proficient Muslim Women 


Muslim Woman Corrects Judge 
haikh Abii al-Wafa’ narrates that there was a Hanaft judge, who 
would separate witnesses when he was in doubt regarding their 
testimony, so that each witness was unable to hear the testimony of 
the others. One day, a man and two women came before him as witnesses 
in a matter wherein women had to give testimony. As was his procedure, 
he intended to separate the two women. 


1 Mugaddimah Al-Jarh Wat Ta‘dil, vol 1, p 363 
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However, one of the women addressed him, saying, “You have made 
an error because Allah 4¢ says in the Qur’an, 


OA Kaeo 
GA MILAIAS | js. 


“So that one could remind the other.” (Sarah Bagarah, verse 282) 


When you have separated one from the other, the Shar objective 
enshrined in this verse will not be met.” 

The judge realised his mistake, and did not adopt his usual 
procedure.' 


Slave Girl Deciphers the Clue 
One day, Ma’miin became quite angry with Tahir ibn ‘Abdullah, his 
military commander, and decided to have him killed. Tahir had a friend, 
who heard of this and secretly sent a letter to him. The letter was very 
brief. It contained the words, 


Pru! 


As Salam, 


and in the margin the words, 


4. Sige 
ty L 
O Musa. 


When Tahir read it, he began pondering over it, but could not unravel its 
meaning. 
His intelligent slave girl, explained the meaning to him, “‘O Misa, the 
chiefs are consulting with a view to kill you’ So, be wary of Ma’miin.” 
She had understood that the words, “O Misa”, were an abbreviation 
used to secretly convey the message referred to in Sirah Qasas, verse 20. 


1 Lata’ife ‘Ilmiyyah, p 346 
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resolved.! 


Pious Woman Explains the Verses of Hijab 


‘Asim al-Ahwal narrates: “We went to the house of Hafsa bint Sirin. As we 


entered, she drew her jilbab’ over her face as a niqab.’ 


We said to her, ‘May Allah have mercy on you! Allah mentions in the 


Qur’an, 
S955 ee Fe RS Bl on oe SP a 2 cont oh a: Bake 
Se ABA CS Ble BEG OGY QW LSI J tela 


“And as for those women who are past childbearing age who do not 

desire to marry, there is no sin on them if they discard their outer 

garment in such a way that they do not reveal their adornment.” 
(Stirah Nar, verse 60) 


This verse refers to the jilbab: 


She responded by asking, ‘What is mentioned after this verse?’ 
We replied, 


“But to refrain (not to discard their outer garment) is better for 
them.” 


She then explained, ‘This is proof of wearing the jilbab. ”* 


Al-Adhkiya’, p 230 


A garment worn by females, which covers the entire body. 
A cloth which covers the face. 
Sifatus Safwah, vol 4, p 24 
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Muslim women, from the dawn of Islamic history, have displayed a 
profound commitment towards studying and mastering the sciences of 
the Qur’an. 


Sadaqah Rewarded before Death 


udail ibn ‘Tyad 4, says that a man once related to him regarding 
F a person who went out and sold some yarn for a dirham, so that he 

could purchase some flour. As he was walking, he came across two 
men, who were arguing. Each of the men was holding the other by the 
head and quarrelling. 

The man stopped and asked, “What is going on here?” 

He was informed that they were arguing over a dirham. So, he gave 
the dirham to them and returned home empty-handed. He informed 
his wife what had transpired. She, in turn, gathered all the possessions 
of their home and advised him to go out and sell them. But, he did not 
succeed in selling any of them. On his way back home, he came across a 
man selling a fish that was emitting a bad odour. 

He said to the man, “You have something that you cannot sell and I 
also have something that I cannot sell. Why do you not sell me your fish 
in return for my goods?” The man agreed and gave him the fish. 

The man returned home, and said to his wife, “Clean and prepare this 
fish. We are dying of hunger!” 

His wife began to clean it. When she cut open the stomach, she 
discovered a pear! 

She said to her husband, “O my husband, something smaller than a 
chicken egg has come out of the fish. It is similar to a pigeon egg.” 
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The husband asked her to show it to him. He had never seen anything 
like it in his entire life, and was completely bewildered. 

He said to his wife, “I think this is a pearl.” 

She asked, “Do you know the value of a pearl?” 

He answered, “No, but I know somebody who does.” He took it and 
went off to see a jeweller friend of his, who dealt in pearls. 

They exchanged greetings and he sat down next to the jeweller. 
He took out the pearl and asked the jeweller, “Look! How much is this 
worth?” 

The jeweller examined it for a long time and finally replied, “I will 
give you forty thousand for it. If you so desire, I can take it from you 
and pay you right now. However, if you want more for it, go to so and so 
person. He will be prepared to pay you even more for it than me.” 

The man took the pearl and went to the other jeweller as suggested. 
The second jeweller looked at it and really liked it. 

He said, “I will pay you eighty thousand for it, but, if you desire more, 
go to this other person. I think he will offer you even more.” 

The man took the pearl and proceeded to the third jeweller. 

The third jeweller offered him a hundred and twenty thousand for it 
and added, “I do not think anybody will offer you more than this.” 

The man agreed to sell the pear! to the jeweller and the money was 
counted out for him. He carried it away to his house in twelve heaps, 
each heap containing ten thousand dirhams. As he arrived home, he met 
a beggar at the door. 

He addressed the beggar, saying, “This is my story and how I came to 
own so much money. Please enter.” 

The beggar entered and the man said to him, “Take half of the 
money.” 

The beggar took six heaps and left. But, he shortly returned, saying, 
“I am neither destitute, nor poor. Your Allah sent me to you. Allah gave 
you twenty qirats in lieu of one dirham. All that you have received from 
Allah thus far, is in reality only one qirat. The remaining nineteen girats 
have been kept for you as a reward in the hereafter.”! 


1 Al-Faraj Ba'dash Shiddah, vol 3, p 238 


168 


PEARLS FROM THE PATH 


@ 


Charity draws the mercy of Allah 4¢ and brings returns in ways that the 
human mind cannot fathom. 


Mu adh-dhin Dies as a Disbeliever 


mam Qurtubi .%:- mentions an eye-opening incident of a man in 
| Egypt, who would frequent the masjid, give the adhan and perform 

Salah regularly. His life was illuminated with the beauty of worship 
and obedience to Allah 4g. One day, he climbed the minarat of the masjid 
to give the adhan as was his habit. Just below the minarat, lived a Christian 
family. As the mu’adh-dhin cast his glance at the Christian home, his gaze 
fell upon the Christian man’s daughter. He was overawed by her beauty 
and left the adhan. Instead, he descended and entered her home. 

When she saw him, she asked, “What do you want?” 

He replied, “I desire you!” 

She asked, “Why?” 

He replied, “You have stolen my heart and have taken control of 
me.” 

She said to him, “I cannot accept such a sinful invitation from you.” 

He asked, “Can I then not marry you?” 

She replied, “You are a Muslim and I am a Christian! My father will 
never allow me to marry you.” 

He then asked, “Should I become a Christian?” 

She answered, “If you so wish.” 

The man converted to Christianity and remained with her. Later that 
day, as he was climbing upon the roof of the house, he slipped and fell 
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to his death. He did not succeed in marrying her and lost his faith in the 
process. May Allah 4g protect us from an evil death.’ 


@ 


A single lustful gaze may produce devastating and catastrophic 
consequences. 


Yunus ibn ‘Ubaid - The Honest Trader 


Generosity in Trade 
woman came to sell a silk robe to Yiinus ibn ‘Ubaid. 
He enquired, “How much would you like for it?” 
She replied, “Five hundred.” 
Yiinus said, “I think it is worth more.” 
She then suggested, “Six hundred.” 
He again said that he thought it was worth more. 
This continued until the price was finally agreed at a thousand.’ 


Honesty 
One day, a man from Syria came to the silk market and asked Yiinus ibn 
‘Ubaid, “Do you have a shawl worth four hundred dirhams?” 
Yiinus ibn ‘Ubaid answered, “We have a shawl worth two hundred.” 
Just then the adhan was called and Yiinus proceeded for Salah. 
When he returned, his nephew had already sold the shawl to the 
Syrian man for four hundred dirhams. 
Yiinus asked in astonishment, “What are these dirhams for?” 


1 At Tadhkirah, vol 1, p 39 
2 Siyar Aa‘lam An-Nubala’, vol 6, p 289 
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The man replied, “It is payment for the shawl.” 

Yiinus exclaimed, “O servant of Allah, the price of the shawl which I 
had presented to you was two hundred dirhams. If you so desire you may 
take it together with the extra two hundred dirhams that you have paid. 
If you are unhappy, you may leave it.” 

Amazed at his integrity, the man asked, “But, who are you?” 

Yunus replied, “A man from amongst the Muslims.” 

Again the man asked, “I ask you in the Name of Allah, who are you? 
What is your name?” 

Yiinus answered, “I am Yiinus ibn ‘Ubaid.”! 


Business Integrity 
A woman came to Yiinus ibn ‘Ubaid with a silk cloth which she wanted 
to sell. 

He asked, “How much would you like for it?” 

She replied, “Sixty dirhams.” 

Yiinus then asked his neighbour for his opinion regarding the value 
of the cloth. 

His neighbour advised, “It is worth a hundred and twenty.” 

Yiinus agreed, saying, “I had also thought that its value was closer to 
a hundred and twenty.” 

Yiinus then addressed the woman, “I suggest you take the cloth back 
to your family and discuss the matter with them. We are comfortable to 
purchase it from you for a hundred and twenty five dirhams.” 

She replied, “They have instructed me to sell it for sixty.” 

Yiinus insisted, “Return to them and discuss the matter again with 
them.” 


si 


Yiinus ibn ‘Ubaid was an honest and truthful Muslim trader, whose 
conduct is worthy of emulation. Once, he remarked, “Two things have 
the greatest honour: a dirham earned in a halal (permissible) manner 


1 Siyar Aa‘lam An-Nubala’, vol 6, p 289 
2 Siyar Aa‘lam An-Nubala’, vol 6, p 290 
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and a person who practises upon the sunnah.” 


Patience is Rewarded 


a‘mar ibn Ta’iis narrates from his father who said, “A man who 

had four sons, became quite ill. One of the sons said to the 

others, ‘Either you care for our father during his illness, and 
you will then not receive anything from his inheritance, or I will care for 
him, and I will not receive anything from his inheritance’ 

They replied, ‘You may take care of him and you will then not receive 
anything from his estate.’ | 

The son then saw to the father until the father passed away. He was 
not given anything from the inheritance as agreed.’ 

One night, his father appeared to him in a dream, and he was directed 
to a certain place, where he would find a hundred dinars. He asked 
whether the money had barakah and was informed that it did not. 

In the morning, he related the dream to his wife, who said, ‘Take the 
money. The barakah of the money would manifest in such a way that we 
would be able to use it to clothe ourselves and purchase other items of 
necessity. The husband did not accept her advice. 

The next night, he had the same dream. He was directed to a certain 
place, where he would find ten dinars. Upon questioning, he was again 
informed that the money did not have barakah. In the morning, he related 
the dream to his wife, who again advised him to take the money. Once 
again he refused her advice. 

On the third night, he was again advised to proceed to a place where 
he would find one dinar. This time, he was assured that it had barakah. 


1 An agreement made by the heirs prior to the demise of a person, requiring one of them 
to forfeit his share of the inheritance, is invalid. The heir will still inherit after the demise 
of the deceased, despite such an agreement. 
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In the morning, he went to the place he had been directed to and found 
the dinar. At the market, he met a man selling two fish for one dinar. He 
purchased them and returned home. When he cut open the stomach of 
each fish, he found a pearl, the like of which nobody had seen before. 

It so happened that the king of the time wanted to purchase a pearl. 
The type he was looking for could only be found with this man. He sold 
one of the pearls to the king for thirty mule-loads of gold. 

When the king saw the pearl, he remarked, ‘Search for another similar 
pearl, as this one does not look right on its own. Even if you have to pay 
double its price, find it!’ 

The king’s men again approached the man and asked, ‘Do you have 
another like it? We are prepared to pay you double the amount we had 
paid for the first one. 

The man asked in amazement, ‘Will you really?’ 

‘Yes; they answered. 

He handed them the pearl and they paid him the agreed sum.”! 


@ 


Taking care of parents is a fundamental teaching of Islam and brings 
immense rewards. 

Halal (permissible) wealth should be acquired with care and patience. 
The philosophy of ‘making a quick buck’ without any consideration of 
the Islamic validity, is ruinous in the long term. 

Man needs to develop the trust in Allah 4¢ that He is the sole provider 
of sustenance for every living thing in the universe. Nabi 4¢ beautifully 
summarised this in a Hadith narrated by ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab +s: 


1 Hilyatul Awliya’, vol 4, p 8 
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“If you could only have trust in Allah in a manner that is befitting 
Him, you would be provided with sustenance just as the birds are 
provided with sustenance. They leave in the morning with empty 
bellies and return at evening time with their bellies full.” 
Wise is that person who realises that a little wealth that has barakah is 
superior to a large quantity devoid of barakah. 


An Unfortunate End 


man was, one day, standing outside his house when a young 
Aven who was passing by, came to him and asked, “Where is 
the Minjab public bath?” 

The man answered, “This is the public bath,” and he pointed towards 
his own house. . 

The door of his house was similar in appearance to that of the public 
bath. So, she entered and he followed her in. She realised too late that 
he had deceived her, but displayed a sense of happiness and joy at being 
with him in seclusion. 

She requested, “Please go out and bring something that will make our 
union more joyous and comfortable.” 

He replied, “In a short while I will bring whatever you desire.” 


1 Tirmidhi 
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He left her and did not bother locking up to prevent her from escaping. 
He proceeded to acquire what she had requested. When he returned, he 
found that she had left. He searched, but could find no sign of her and 
became infatuated by her love. Anxiously, he would walk around reciting 
the following couplet : 


° Ge Be Eee te OF gee SB ok 
cles ple I! Geb Gl... Ca Ey HE O53 L 
“O Rabb, a woman who was lost said one day, 
Where is the path to the Minjab public bath?” 


One day, the young girl heard him lamenting over her and from a window 
added another couplet: 


a Ta 
- 


OO Je Mas SI INI Je je. SHUM ELE A 
“When you had overpowered her, 
Why did you not confine her in the house and lock the door?” 


This increased his infatuation and intensified his anxiety to such an 
extent, that at the time of his death, he could not recite the kalimah', 
Instead, he left this world reciting these very same verses of poetry. May 
Allah save us from such a trial!? 


& 


A concerted effort should be made to focus on the life of the hereafter 
and abstain from temptations which cloud this focus. 


& 


1 The fundamental proclamation of belief in one Allah and the prophethood of Nabi %. 
2 At-Tadhkirah, p 38 
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The Daughter of Sa‘id ibn Musayyab 


He was not a Sahabi, but met many Sahabah 4 and narrated Hadith 

from them. He was married to the daughter of Abii Hurairah #s, the 
close companion of Nabi #. His knowledge and acceptance amongst his 
contemporaries can be gauged from the fact that he used to pass fatawa 
(verdicts) while other Sahabah 4: were still alive. Even ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul 
‘Aziz 2, while he was Amir al-Mu’minin, would not make a decision 
without prior consultation with Said ibn Musayyab w&., 

Sa‘id ibn Musayyab «&- himself says that he never missed takbir al- 
ila’ for forty years. He never saw the backs of people in Salah for fifty 
years, because he always managed to perform Salah in the first row of 
the masjid. 

He had a daughter of marriageable age, whose hand was sought by 
the ruler of the day, ‘Abdul-Malik, for his son Walid. But, he refused the 
offer, This caused his relationship with ‘Abdul Malik to be soured and he 
was whipped a hundred lashes. Instead, Sa‘id ibn Musayyab #4 married 
his daughter to Abi Wada‘ah, one of his poor students. 

Abii Wada‘ah explains, “I used to sit in the company of Sa‘id ibn 
Musayyab and happened to be absent for a few days. When I came to him, 
he asked where I had been. I replied that my wife had passed away and | 
was occupied with her funeral arrangements. 

He asked, ‘Why did you not inform us so that we could have attended 
her funeral?’ 

Then he asked, ‘Have you married again?’ 

I replied, ‘May Allah have mercy upon you! Who would marry me 
when I have no more than two or three dirhams?’ 

He answered, ‘I will marry my daughter to you’ 

| asked in doubt, ‘Will you?’ 


S a‘ld ibn Musayyab =. was one of the greatest scholars of his time. 


1 The first proclamation of Allahu Akbar at the very beginning of congregational Salah. 
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He replied, ‘Yes, I will? 

He then praised Allah $@ and sent durdid upon Nabi 3 and married his 
daughter to me for a mahr of two dirhams. | left the gathering, stunned 
and overjoyed. I came home and began to reflect from whom I could 
borrow some money. I performed Maghrib Salah and returned home. I 
then broke my fast with some bread and olive oil. Suddenly, there was a 
knock at the door. 

I asked, ‘Who is it?’ 

The reply came, ‘Sa‘td. 

I thought of everyone I knew whose name was Sa‘id, except Ibn 
Musayyab .,, because he had not been seen for forty years in any place, 
except his home and the masjid. When I went out, I was met by none other 
than Ibn Musayyab 4% and thought that he had changed his mind. 

I said to him, ‘Abi Muhammad, why did you not send for me? I would 
have come to you. 

He replied, ‘No, you had a greater right that I should come to you. 
You were single, and have just married, and I disliked that you spend the 
night alone, Here is your wife. 

She was standing directly behind him. He took her hand and ushered 
her towards the door. He then left. She almost stumbled out of modesty 
and shyness but managed to hold onto the door. 

I tried to hide the container of food in the shadows of the candle 
light, so that she would not see it. I then climbed up the roof and called 
out to my neighbours. 

They arrived and asked, ‘What is the matter?’ 

I explained to them what had just happened. Some of the women 
from the neighbourhood came to my house and my mother was also 
informed. 

When my mother arrived, she said, ‘I will not see your face again if 
you touch her before I have prepared her in three days. 

So, I waited for three days, after which I consummated the marriage 
with her. She was the most beautiful of women, the most knowledgeable 
regarding the Qur’an and the Sunnah of Nabi 3 and very well-acquainted 
with the rights of a husband. 
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I did not attend the gathering of Said ibn Musayyab %. for an 
entire month. When I finally went, | greeted and he replied. He did not 
say anything further, until the gathering had dispersed and | was left 
behind. 

He then asked, ‘How is she?’ 

I replied, ‘She is excellent, O Abii Muhammad. She is one whom 
friends will love but foes will envy’ 

He advised, ‘If the need arises you may discipline her’ 

I returned home, where | found that he had sent me a gift of twenty 
thousand dirhams.” 

Another narration of this incident states that when the nikah had 
been performed, Sa‘id ibn Musayyab %: said to his daughter, “Gather 
your clothing and follow me. Perform two rakats of Salah.” She complied, 
and Sa‘id ibn Musayyab 8, also performed two rakats of Salah. He then 
handed her over to her husband.’ 


@ 


Both father and daughter did not object to the daughter marrying a 

poor man. Wealth and status meant little to them and rightly so. A good 

Muslim father is one who brings up his daughter with the knowledge of 
Qur’an and Sunnah and marries her to a man who is religious. 


~~ 


Simplicity is the hallmark of an Islamic marriage. Alien customs, 
formalities, false pretences, lengthy proposals and delays, pompous 
wedding celebrations and squandering of vast amounts of money, are 
against Islamic teachings. 
Nikah should not be unnecessarily delayed. Imam Ghazali «:, after 
quoting this incident, explains, “The haste of Said ibn Musayyab «#. 
with the nikah that very night, shows the importance Islam places upon 
making haste with nikah, so that human passion is controlled.” 


~~ 


1 Wafayatul Aa‘yan, vol 2, p 376; Siyar Aa‘lam An-Nubala’; Tabaqat ibn Sa‘d; Ihya’ 
‘Ulimuddin 
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Haya (shame and modesty) is a great virtue. 
Homes of happiness are built on the fabric of knowledge, etiquette, 
modesty, simplicity and compliance with religious teachings. True 
happiness and marital bliss can only be achieved through a pious 
spouse. 


& 


This compilation of short stories has been completed by the grace and 
mercy of Allah 4g. All praise belongs to Allah 4¢ and peace and salutations 
be upon our beloved Nabi %. 
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Pearls from the Path is a collection of relevant and thought provoking incidents 
gathered from the books of Islamic history. A rich collection of stories with 
powerful lessons for everyone, Pearls from the Path will ignite your passion 
for Islamic history and illustrate the priceless heritage that Muslims have left 
for all of mankind. Discover amazing tales of heroism and bravery, marvel at 
the lengths that the scholars of old would go to in order to gain knowledge, 
be amazed at the trials that pious men have faced, and take heed from the 
mistakes of men through the ages. Adults can learn valuable lessons that will 
help them navigate the complex modern world, while the youth will learn that 
history has an important place in both the present and the future. Whether 
you want to expand your existing knowledge or introduce your family to the 
wonders of their Islamic heritage, this compilation of short stories will serve 
as an invaluable resource. For those interested in Islam, or who want to know 
more about Islam as a way of life, Pearls from the Path serves as an effective 
bridge towards the understanding of Islam and Muslims. 
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These chronicles will prove beneficial for one and all. Such narratives will 
rekindle the spiritual connection in both young and old, novice and expert, 
student and teacher, to our pious predecessors. It will prove extremely 
beneficial if families set aside a specific time during the night to collectively 
read some of these stories and reflect on the high standards of piety set in 
our devout tradition. Furthermore, it would also be advisable for the Imams 
of the various Masajid to read from the collection of these anecdotes to their 
respective congregations on a regular basis in order to inspire their hearts 
towards a more spiritual and righteous life. - MUFTI EBRAHIM DESAI, Darul 
Ifta Madrasah Inaamiyyah, Camperdown 


| personally feel that this compilation is worthy of complementing the 
curriculum of our Madrasahs and Maktabs, as it would be an interesting 
and appealing way for children to learn Islamic values and morals. - MUFTI 
MUHAMMED SAEED MOTARA, Darul Ifta, Madrasah Arabia Islamia, 
Azaadville 


Itis asuccinct compilation and makes for easy reading. However, the anecdotes 
are broad ranging and the lessons to be learned from these examples are 
thought provoking and of immense value to all those seeking to live and 
better understand the concept of abiding faith in Allah and His chosen path. - 
| PROF ZIYAD MOTALA, Professor of Law, Howard University School of Law 


